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| | |therefore with the necefiity of our 
to duty: their former. good example, 
_ and the ſucceſſefuli entertainment 


the reſt bave found, we dot here ad- 


'Y venture into light theſe five [or 
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But if Ttarry long, that thou mayeſt know 
how thou oughteſt to behave thy felfe in 
the houſe of God, which is the Church of 


the Truth. 
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Hereare two maine prin- 
ciples, upon which the 


whole frame of Popery is | 


Church of Rome is the onely 
CatholikeChurch: (econdly, 
That the Church cannot erre. | 
nciplethey have brought on | 

them. | 
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-|mcud or 'reforme whatſoever 15oncedecided 


themſelves a deſperate neceſſity, ndver to a- 
by che Church. Theſe arethe principles that 
firſt inſtill inco their Novices ; theſe are the 
traines, wherewith they.ſeeketo winne ments 
chemſclves : for when rhey cannot prove their 
points in ſpeciall and <=x-rupk they take 
'them all in groſle, and by this one principle 
(Our Church, which paary wh hab fo decided 
it) they proven bundle' together. So 
when they can ſhew no ground in Scripture 
for their clouded, ay erg pat {uperadded o- 
piniens, they faſten them-and hang them all 
upon this pinacle of the Church ; which be. 
cauſeitis infallible, admits of no examination. 
And whereas truth ſeckes our no corners, de- 
fires to (ce the light, and come totryall ; Popc- 
ry delights to hide it ſelfein theſe obſcure. and 
uncertaincgeneralities. As for exatmple : aske 


Saints, worſhipping of Images, I es, 


ſupcradded Sacraments, and a multitude of ſu- 


* pcrſtitious ceremonies ; their anfwer. is, The 
Church hath ſo decidedit ; and her decrees ace | 


all infallible, and norto be examined by par- 


ticular men, whichare inferiour, So that pull] 


but this pillar downe, as S.zmpſw# did, and the 
whole frame of Po-ery, with all that ſtay 
them(elyes uponir, comes preſcnely tumbling 
downe. o 
Yetbecauſe they thinke ittoo improbable 2 


courſe 
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ditions; which they call unwrizren a0fenrs. Labor 
make them of mw valiic anderedit withrhe 
Tex : :butif you aske them whattheſe unwrit- 
yericies are, and how they may be knowne 
om counterfcir; -they ſay ontly che Church 
caq] teltchar,to whaſe cuſtody chey werecom- 
mirted, and who ofcly is gble-19 judge infal- | 
libly, which are-the .genuing Tradirions, rand 
maich.noc.. And if Scrigture at any: time bee 
brought againſt any of theſe points, :they ſay. it 
belongs 'to the Chutch' of Rome to declare: 
whar bookes of Scripture are .canonicall, what 
man{arion is authenticall, what interpretation. 
muſt- beo veer ris of Scripturz,. and-ia eff 
+21 mc onely judged by themſelves, and | 
whatſoever wee ſay, they choke us with theſe 
__ les, T heirs #5 the onely Church, and, The 
£48 HeVer erre. 


Tcge, this verſe thar I have read- is one: of the 
Frag! but how juſtly, wes are now to-con- 
cr 
| ' Sayesthe Apoſileto Timethy, Iheve written 
jar thee, tha; this mayeſt know how to behave thy 
* pete t of God: as if he ſhould ſay, Iris 
mychmomenr- thar the houſe of God be of- 
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_ of all places of Fripture, "whereby | 
they. would vindicateto themſelves this privi- / 


confototna lomtondedurunaf te | 
[acorn Cexr;! | 
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dered and kept arighs, bec ſwept connlty 


4 bid han 5 at dhe SHEN Aoi 


bo. * 
| | 


4 


thaw a, 4 yy / e <X + 
#;, L605 [ i b PL 


and 
[or 


purged, beeaulcitisthe Pillar aud'C 

th, that is;:the 'ground and /place' where 
crurh/(whichisthe houfholds' food) is nouti- 
ſhed,-and dothgrow'; into which if falſhood 


fo notnouriſh buccorrupty'nor' firthema rofal- 
vation butdeſtruRion' : {o that the Apoſtle in 
this verſe hath this doublefcope. | 
Firſt, ro deſcribe the Qhucch by this diſtin- 
suiſhing;-propery', that it' is the Pillar and 
Ground of Trath ; that"is,” Truth 'isithe figne, 
whereby this houſe of God is knowae from 0. 
ther houſes, 

Secondly,;he ſayes, inthe honſeof God, Ev: .not 
in the Church of Epheſus, leſt any ſhould 
conclude (as now the Papiſts would) that the 
truth were ſonayled and faſtened to any one 
particular houſe or pillar, that ir could never be 
raken downe fromthence,and hanged up in an- 
other place ; which is flat contrary to the ſcope 
ofthe Apoſtle inthis place, who in the begin- 
ning of the next capter ſhewes evidently,thar 
inthe larrertimes ſome ſhould deparr from the 
| faith, and give heedte ſeducing ſpirits and do- 
| etrines of Devils, forbidding to marry, and com- 
| manding fo a2>ſtaine from meats. | | 

The Papiſts would make us belecve,thatbe- 
caufe the truth was once at Rome, itis there 
; ſtill. Indeed the houſe and place where once 
it was,they'may ſtill ſhew perhaps; but the 1n- 
habitant is now departed, and the truth, which 

| was 
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creepe,rheir food will ſoone be- poyſoned, and| 
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was chedighe, is 
diewherg; inftead: whereof thete very errors 
hang,which che Apoſtle doth torerell ro be rhe 
fiznes of Truch's departure, /arbidding tomar: y, 
ad commanding to abſtaine from meazs. It they 
abje2; they forbidnot allromarry.. I anſwer, | 
no heveticke or- people fince the* beginning of 
the world did ever doe it, nor is it credible thar 
any ever will z for then theworld would ſoone 
beat ar end ; bur they forbid ſome te marry 
arany time, asthe Clergy ;atlar fomerimcs; 
and chat not as a precept of conveniency, bur / 
neceſſiry and kolineſle, 

The Papiſts indeed fay,thatthe Church is fo 


truch but what comes fromth2 Church, & that 
[whatſoever comes from the Church is true in- 
fallibly, and no: ſubjeR toerror : butthis can- 
| notberhe Apoſtles meaning here. Firſt, there 
| may be rruths-in other Writers thatare not of 
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the pillar and ground of truth, rhatthere is no 


the Church : though the Garden bee the moſt 
convenizne and ordinary place and ground of 
hearbs, yet ſome Violets may.bee gathered in | 
the Woods, and onthe high- wayſide. 
By Truth therefore here is meant divine and 
acredtrath, a plant of Gods owne Garden, not 
growing inthe VVildernefſe and waſte. 
Befides,z's ſome truths may be found without 
the Church, ſo ſame errours may bee found 
withinthe Church : though the Garden bethe 


proper ground and place of hearbs, yer weeds 
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hemſees poet ar erigr which they 
arcbound atall times to perfarme : bur it's no 
pong was wee we Athing is ſurely 

{ ht- ro-doe it; for men 
doe not alwayes their durics, nordil- 

truſt that iscommirted tothe... 

Laftly,itis to be marked, that the Apoſile 
faich ingenerall cermes, The Church « the piles 
and of trath, not this or tht particular 
people,of Epbeſus,or Corinth,or Rome;or any 
other City or Connerey ; for the Churchmay 


| make a progreſſe;from onepeople ro another, 


2S now it hath from thoſe famous Ciries of Afi 
| unto other parts.Indced whilethe Church con- | 
tipics :if1-a+ place, ſo long 'the fundamentall| 
rruths continue, but when ſhe c h habita- 
tion, theerurh goes with her , for theſe cannot 
dwell aſander : ' while the Church continued at 
Rome, lolong, the Truth centinued, but no 
Eve; 5 5. 
If they objeR, thata Pillar.is the prop and 
ſaftentecalam} of 'that building wherein it is, 
and therefore cangorbeo remoyed to gooey 
____- place þ 
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[pers of Rome was once 


{apillar, not more 
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| 
tions, and ſuch things are wont to hang ; and 


linſtead thereof. And chat itSthus meant, appears 


| Churchof (God,may ceaſe td be ſo, orcoritinu- 
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lar and of io 
lanwerae Apolc thophae pacro 
erchitedtonics, 2s 
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a poſt or pillar, on which tables aud proclama- 


from ſuch pillars chings foone bee 
leparticd. Me yan this 


ws rn of 
Ephefus, rr Lemet lies 
taken downe, and Mahumeranilmehanged up 


by the other ward ewe,joined —— 
fignifies a ſeat or recepracle,, arall times 
rable frem what is if it. And indeed (as 


. laid)che Church is the ground of truth, as the 


garden is the ground: of herbs, which wee 
water deenhathed up andplanted in ano- 
ther place. As therfore that which hangs onthe 
way be packed dowae, of other rhings | 
hanged with: it ; as: berbs may bee tranſlated | 
from one 22rden to another, 'or weeds grow 
with them; ſo that which are now the 


ing the C hunch; Jade be obnoxious untocrrors. 

And that this isthe bf che place, 
and nor that which the Papitts hence deduce, 
namely, T hat the Chatch cannas erre, may ap- 
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| ſtint ; as the Carpenters line isa thing diſtin- 


; | 


and inbred rule, to guide you in your cdurſc, 


Firſt, not to be capable of error; is the mſepa. 
rable arrribure of God himſelfe 5 for God and 
trach are rermes cotwercible, which cannot bee 
laid of any creaturezbecauſe the creatures truth 
isarule, from which they may decline z as the 
Carpenters hand may from theline that guides 
it, Truth-jsnot of the eſſence of a creature, as 
itis of Gods, andtherefore ſeparable and di. 


uiſhed from his hand, and therefore may bee 

eparated, his hand may | ſometimes deviate 
and goeawry. i The decree and will of Godis 
the rule iz ſelfe, and from it ſelfe it cannot de- 
viate or erre ; butthecreature hath a line of rc- 
Ricude,  drawne to it by the Scripture, from 
which, though now de fat#o-it doth not ſwarve, 
yet de poſiubili'it may. Eſay 8.20.7 8 the Law and 
tothe Teſtimony; if they ſpeake not according to this 
word, it is becanſe they baweno light mw them, As it 
one ſhould ſay roa Pilor, Know that in your 
cyc, andin your hand, there - is no inſeparable 


but here isa Compaſle for to diret you ; if 
you laoke. belide: this, or negle& this, you 
will fall upon the -rockes and ſands ; ſo the 
Lord {aithto his Church, Know that in you 
there is no-inherent-ſclte-ſufficientlight, but 
here is my Word to bee a lanterneto you; if 
you keepe not your eye on this, 'you may erre 

uckely, and make ſhippewracke of your 


aith, 


Sccondly,| 


.|cxccpthee have a perfeR knowledge of them : 


are like the eyes of Barrs and Owles, tnto the 
brighreſt Sun-ſkine, too weake and too' angu 
[ro comprehend them : therefore their know- 


mparr, ſaith the Apoſtle, therefore wee prop 
lis part. Ariftorle could ſay, Hee that lookes 


judgement of ut : now whocan fay,. in divine 


be not, ice mizy. botk:bee deceived and de- | 


ceive. WL | 


| - Secondly, where there is ignorance ' there 
may bee errourz for ignorance is thecauſe of 
crrotg as darkneſle is of itumbling., for a man 
cannor have a .perfet judgement of things, 


[now the moſt learned Biſhops thar ever were, 
in generall Councels (which is the repreſenta. 
tive Church, inall mens judgements lea(b ſub. 

jct unto error) have beene ignorant of irnany 
things z for cven in humane things, whertof we 
are more capable, the wiſeſt men have beene 
ready to profeſlc, that the greateſt part af that 
they knew, was the leaſt of thatthey knewnot; | 
much more in things divine, in which our eyes 


q 
; 


Nt " 
edge being defeRive, their judgement like- 
wile muſt necdsbe ſo. 1 Cor.13. 11, Wee know 
he- 


nor round abour @ thing, and ſces not all the. 
partsand co of ir,- can give no ee] 


myſteries he is able toſecall things ? andif he| 


he alwaycsgivesthe mcanes toe 

that end ro paſſe; burke givesnotro the Chur 

the meangs of  infallibiliry, - as perfc&t know- 
B2 ledge | + 


Laſtly, where: God intendsto giverhe cad, 
and bri 
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— ron per or- 
dered zcale for it ; heerakes NN 
_—y laſts,” which breed errings 
ow. only okenthruſt andumpell men 
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How oft have generall Councels beene d:- | 
ſtraced into. fations, leavened with malice; 
puft wang. ar and ſhall we ſay when | 
minds axe thus noi wh that | 

their 


nocwithſtanding infallibly | 
IE to powreforth nothingelſc but o- | 
\racles:colay that atthat inſtan; there falsa ſpi- 
rirupon chem to guide them. with immediate 
revelin, is Act Taki the fanaricall fancies 
'of the Angbapriſts, which they.rake on. them to | 
> y ; Which nocwithſtanding if any doe 
affirme, as ſome have tabeiredes they | 
rauſtconlider thar the Prophers which were | 
gui b ſpins, andhadthe ruth inſpi- 
and i revelations, d.d | 
dſ{cuſſe, or reaſon; of the things 


more in the efe®:ekaq wias datmerly in the 
cauſe. . This js fufficjentto.evince, that though 


' generall_ 


A — A — 


w 


Mere An CC Cs 
« 


[1 
= 
4 + $444 _ CO OT PAWS 14 4 
, 


RVYTH. 


PF > A _ " 7 


{general Counctls doe norat all times ue 

ere (for we all acknowledgethe- great bone 
of che fourc firſt generall Councels) yer: to 
lay that de poſſibilithey cannot, is unerly ' un- 
rrae. S919 P53 0* V 3003 975 
Chriſt hack promifed, 14s 16: .23.,to ſend 
his Spirit, which ſhould lead them inco all 
truth ; and 447.2 8.20, tobe with themrs the | 
|endotrheworld. ie 1 

Theſe places muit needs» bee naderſtood 
| primarily of the A themſelves, who 
onely were infallibly led intoevery truth, and 
bur fecondarily of their ſuccefſors, thatis,: 10 
| farre as they infiſt in their ſteps: and doGtrine ; 
| for if that were the ſenſe that Befarmine, S1a- 
\|pleton, and other Popiſh Writers give, namely, 


i 


char the promiſe is inditferenely made to gheir | 
1 lucceſſors,as well astothemfelves,':chon parti- 
eular Biſhopsand Miniſters ſhould bebe 
j JI and ſo all contro-| 
| verſics inthe Church wauld preſently hayo'an 
end; (o as never to {pri ine. :Iftheyfayyir 
notto bee underſtoodof them cakentingle 


- hw. Ah _—_ www Yay _ 


aparr, but as met rogether, and affembled in | 

Synode: I an(wer, there iSnarthe leaft inruma-! 
| tionof this diſtinRion irrtheſe :places*: butrhg j 
. place for ſucha promile is Mat 18. 20, Whey 
I | two 07 three are gathered together inmy name 
1 am | in the midit of them: But this places to bq 
. underſtood off the lealt meetings of rue Chri + 
1 | ſtians in-thename-of Chriſt, as well as of rhe | 
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j che depth of Divinity-concroverſies, there 
would beenoend 'of wrangling and diſputing, 


be 2 viſible, externall, unerring Iudge, ro which 


Councels, and lathe ſmall Fompary 
or convention ſhould 'beecapable of this pro- 
miſe ofinfallibiliry, as well. as the moſt « wa 
rall and ample Councell. -_. . 

Butthey farther objeQ, If there ſhould not 


atall rimes choſe. might relort for reſolution, 
thatare not themſelves able to wade thoarow 


nor any certaine meanes to finde the truth in 
matrers _—_—_— | 

Though there bee no infallible, viſible, hu- 
mane judge x yerthere is an inviſible, infallible 
judge, andrharis the holy Ghoſt, ſpeaking in 
the Scriptures, which are therefore called the 
wotd of God. And this judge,in many reſpects, 
is m_ = fitter wo any OR 
may had, is always ready, andat bang, 
—_— mane all forts may ſoone oe 
the other ambulatory; te many inacceſhble, 
-and toall difficult ro be obtained. Secondly,the 
 fentence of this judge is certaine- and inflexible, 
not fubjetroerrour ; but the others murable, 


Hizea leaden rule, that may.be bended to and 
fro: forin mien, 'afftRions have. their place ; 
which is the reaſon that among men there 


| Judgeis betterknewne, and may ſooncr bee 2- 


arc Lawes, becauſe the Law is not capable of; 
ions ;- but the Lawyer is. Thirdly, this 


reed Upon byall.; for. be ic granted thaahe 


— 


— 
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| governed by ſeverall Kings, of diffcrent religi- 


whichisthe true Church, there being more 
pretendersto the one,thanto the other. 
While the Church is militant upon the 
carth, God hath.not ſaid, there ſhould be any 
ſuck cnd of controverfiesas theſe men dreame 
of ; bur rather he hath ſaid the contrary. 1 Cox, 
11.19. There Auſt be herefſes inthe Church, that 
thoſe may 'periſty who! reccive nor the love of 


proved might be knowne. 

If there were any ſuch meanes, by Gud ap- 
pointed in-his Church to determine controver- 
lies infallibly, | yera generall —_— 
whis place to be reſpected) is not likely to | 
it; forisitlike God would appoint a meanes 
for __ controverſies in his Church, that 
for at leaſt three hundred yeares (thar is, till the 
time of Conantinerhe great)could not be had ? 
and though he and orhers his ſucceflors (while 
the Empire was undivided). might cafily af- | 
ſemble Councels,yet when the Empire fel into 
many ſubdiviſions, and the parts thereaf were 


ons, as now they be, it is impoſſible the Church 
[houldhave the benefit of them. 


What is the uſe then and benefit of general! 
Councels, if rhey could be abtained ? 


thettuth ro be ſaved, and that rbiſe which are ap. [* 


+ They are the beſt meanes ro find our Truth ; | 


Anſw.3. 


Qweſt. 


for many candles give' more light, and many | 
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=. eyes 
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taine them; - yererredana fun tall:point, 
| decrecing for 4r7we herelie againft-the Driry 


+ | the lik6,and ren Councels, at Tyrus, Ieruſa- 
| ley Philadelphia, Ariminum; Selducia, 


| chem). yer the external viſible body of the 


ounle the $:1 «a9ad-@s they: arc 
the beſt meanes ro findit, fofrom them ic hath 
no ſmall euthoricy 3: yet notwithſtanding they | 


eyes ie more than One; and the mtulticade of 
| | 


asthe Councell of Atinvinun, and -Selcucia, 
where there — more Biſhops, as ar 
the firſt Nicene Councell; and therefore held 
in wo Citics, becauſe no'one was able ta con- 


of Chriſt. The ſecond A Epheſus did 
ſtanticioplez: Alexandria, 8c: ſo; the! ſecond 
Councellat Nice ſet up Images, and commay 


ded thera to be worſhipped; which in the (c- 
cottd Counſdl of C inoplc immediate- 
ly before were utterly condemned. 


| ' More inftances might cafily bee given, but 
theſe ſuffice ro warrantthis concluſion, Thata 
generall Conncell -mayerre in fundamencall 
points. Fort the univerſal Church of 
Criſt, taken for his myſtical] body on carth, 


in mattorsfrndamentall (for then they might 
fall away,and thegatesof hell preyaile againit 


Church mny erre, b=cauſe th- truth of Gad 
may be locked up within the: hearts of fuch a 


| 12y.erre iD fundamencall points, | 


add complete nuraber of his cle@, cannot erre |. 


Competys a5 ig. competition of [affrages can- 
2 no! 
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not make I grearcr part ina generall Councell; 

lorkerthe | 0% ant, 0. may bee a 
fundamentallerror.. 4b | 

'Fromeheſe grounds thus laid,may firly riſe a 
{chrecfoldapplication. . _- , 

+ Firſt ſeeing ir. is the receivedand approved 
doadtricie:-of che Papifts, Thatthe Chuuch of 
Rome cannot _erre-in points. of Faith and 
| Doftrine ;- wee.{ce. bow little hope there is 
that wee and:they ſhould ever bee reconciled, 
or that one truth fliould ariſe from a compo- 
a yn __—_— opinions 4d oy if ry 
yeeld .in anything to us, it would .preſeat- 
ly Blows, - char tn thas wherein ht now 
jecld;ibefore they . erred, And fo this funda- 
mentall point of cheir Churches not crring, 
would from thence be overchrowne. We may 
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zler aur Tenents if wee will, but they are 

ſtrongly engaged to keepe theirs withour any 

change or variation z we may goc to them,they 
irneſle 


canner come to us 3; W the Germaine 
Inerim,ſo carefully and often tempered, where. 
inchere. were but: few of their ingredients left 
out ;/ yet was it niore than Charles the Fitth 
could doe to get it entc1tainment on either ſide : 
aid cherefore thole Coſſanders that thinke by | 
witandpolicy to reconcile us, attempt, a thing 
in . For of what materials ſhall any 
middle cburſe bee framed, when ocither {ide 
can ſpare the ſmalleſt pecce of timber.in their | 
building > They cannor, becauſe thereby! they 
ou 
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ſhould be argued of erring tormerly 3-we can- 
not : fortrue- Religion is'of a brittle y 
breake it you may, bendit youcannor, 'no not| 
in the leaſt degree. It cannot bee accommoda- 
red to intereſts, and reſpeRs of policy and 
ſerving turnes'; it cannot be mixt with error, 
AO 27 pp's with kgs and ficele 
withclay..D aniet 2.4 3. mingle them. 
rm the ſeed of men, but they ſhales cleave} 
| one {8 another : even 45 iron isnot mixt with clay : 
or asthe elementswhen once they are ming- 
led in a compound bodiedoe loſc their proper 
formes z- eveh ſo Religions, when made ingre- 
dicgrs, and com ing :parts of any other, 
doe loſetheir fornſ$s, and ceaſceto bee religious 
in Gods account. 2 King.17.33. Itis ſaid, the 
mingled people of Samaria feared the Lord, 
Jnr) oa theirowne gods, after the manner 
of the Nations whomrhey carried away from 
thence ;that is, they jumbled all r, the 
feareof God,and worſhip of their Idols, thin- 
king therebyto fir both parties, Iewesand Hea-| 
thens with & religion wherein both might ber 
| gratified. But whar ſaith God? dorh he 2 ove; 
| this mixture? verſe 34+ Untothis day they doc; 
afterthe former managers, they feare nor the 
Lord, neieher-doc they after their ſtatures, or 
| after the law: or 'commandement which the th 
Lord commanded. God will nor ewne. his 

ownecommanded worſhip when mingled and bo 
compounded with another. - - \. '- - wel 
| 420i | So! 
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$01.3 ainewich the ; 
oh fea emgds of entergai- | 
xj thoſe ritcs and cuſtornes of the ccremoni- 
w,from whichnow.by Chrift yee are {cr 
free. Wel,bur what if circumciſion the ancient 
fill. retained, and joyned unto 
Chriſt ?, is it.notÞetreero be ſure of both 2 Sec 
what he paths the ſecond verſe ; Behold, | 
cod Rate ou, that if Jew bee circumciſed 3 
pro = nothing. And againe, ver-4, 
Chriſt is become of none eff we) to you , As if hee 
d fay, Take whether you will, cither 
Chriſtor 2 Cds ho tor. both yee cannot 
have - So $29 I, verſ,21,22. How i51be ſaith- 
bony beceme an barlot? But how proveth 
hat > T hy ſebver is become droſſe, thy wine 
mixt with water, Hee denyes not bur they had 
filyer and wine amongſt them”; but as (ilver 
mixt with baſer mertall becommeth droſſe,and 
isno Jangeraccounted filver: ſo wine when it- 
11s mixt with water, leaves oft to bee accounted 
wine. ler.23.28. Hee that hath my wor, let Eims | 
ſprake my word faithfully , for what is the chaſfe 
torhe wheat ? Wharſoever of our owne we offer 
toannexto the word of God, in Gods account 
$asif wee added chaffe to wheat, by which 
addition the wheat can bee no gainer. They 
ban ocabourt to mix trucand falſe religions, 
ke rhoſethattake too big a gra raſpe, and 
boler what they meant to have ſuſtzined, fall 
andbreake ; as we {ce in lereboam,who mingled 
. truth 
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a5 hee thought,” bur the and manner of 
che worſhip enely, leſt the kingdome ſhould 
teryrae antothe houſe bf Dvd z that was the 
intereft, whereunts he thought to make religi- 
| onſtoope, 1 Kings 12-26; 8c. But what came 
of ir? Hemadea nullityef religion, and of his 
and his poſtericics tirle rothe kingdome, Sax/ 
| had a trait commandto { the Ama- 


[lekites, butbecauſe inexecurion of it he needs 


would interpoſe his owne diſcretion, in ſpa- 

ring Agee, and ſome of thecatrell, Godta 

the kingdome from him forir.” CZroſes will not 
celdretheKing of Egyptto leave onchoofe 


tothe Iſraclires. Mordecgy,becauſe God forbade 
them to make peace with "Amalch for every will 
rather hazzardhis'owne and others ſafety, than 
(ſo muchas bow the knee to Haman an Ama- 
 lekite, Daniel, when God commanded to pray 


' cumſtance of his prayer, though he cannot pra- 


iſe it without hazzard of his life. This is the 
' difpoſtien of all whoſe hearrs are perfeR with 
| their Sod ; they dare nor pare away the [caſt 
{ lap from the garment of religion,noradde the 
leaſt fiye to this box of precious oyntment; for 
inthis curiousclocke-worke of religion, every 
pinand wheelethat is amifſe diſtempers all - 
And aswe arc wontto lay afide cracked veſſels 


hind him, of anything that did belong un-| - 


|towardsthe Temple, will not omit that cir-| 
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and diſtempered watches, as unuictull, ſo _ 
Babi God: 
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| 


it'15 7 x ot, Phyſicke'to'kno 


truth, 


jndgetamnr 6 of the Church is not infallble i 
poires of fairti 8: dbrine; hencewe may af | 


- SOM Es-d Ayn nor” tor || 
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ww, Peer ore ” 1ns, As y 
the _ ne inſie-woolfic 
Say Forms Soto us aSamarican reli. 
madeup oftrueand falſc,isnor ro bee err 
= buras the ſtornckeloathes lokewarme 
water, fo God lukewarme religions. As there- 
fore EMzh exhorts the people ro follow either 
God or Baal, and notto halt berweene them 
both] { its g00d for us to take heed of ming 
lngtrueh and falſhood, whereof God is more 
than of erher of the ewo extremi- 
des apart. Forone to beea downe right Papilt 
may be a finne of ignorance; but toblend and 
mingle withit, ro picke and chooſe ſome tin- 
Qures.of it to ſerveour worldly turnes, cannor 
burbe a finof knowledge : for if one were ful- 
in his heart perfwaded that Popery:were | 
truth, he wouldembrace that, andcleavero | 
that alone ; againe,if our religion werethoughc 
tobe the roke, that onely will be entertained ; 
bur when we-minglethus, and will not runne 
[ubimed byas, but for advantage 'halt wil- 
lingly berweene borh, we cannot be accepted. 
This weſpeake bur for prevention, now know. 
ing, what temptations after-times may Moin;-£ 


Sccondly; ſeeing wee have proved: thar thc 


» iy, _thinke | 
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thinke things are ſopnely be 
hath ſaid ic.z-rhis foundatiqnis:too ſandy. for us 
ro build our faith upon,that ſhould be builr up- 
anthe rocke, whichisthe word of Gqd : u 
whuch ground,in a manger, the whole Fabricke 
of Popery will ſoone bee overthrowne, ſeeing 
all,or 1noſt ofthe, are only tooke up upon the 
Churchcgcredir;forinall che bgoke of God ye 
ſhall not find a word for invocation of Saints, 
worſhipping of Images,univerlality, and ſupre- 
macy of the Biſhop of Rome,purgatory, Popifh 
Indulgences, prayerin an unknowne tongue, 
prayer for the dead, conſecration. of oyle, ta- 
pers, and holy-water, andall thatrabblc of ſu- 
perſtitious, ceremonies z bur arc the hay and} 
ſtubble that men have-hcaped together, now 
| one, andtchenangther, according to their ſeve-| 
 rall fancies, tillche myſteric of iniquity was 
come unto its fulneſle : forall theſe controver. | 
lies are founded, cither upon the decrees of the | 
Pope, or unwritzen traditions, or the authonty | 
| of the. Church, or Scripruge wrefted from the| 
nativeſcaſe to that which! they are pleaſed to 
put upon it 3 ſo that this principle of their 
Church not crringg is thatindeed on which, the | 
vety weight.ot Fopery doth, depend z ler this 
be takenaway,andall comes quickly downe. 

Thidly, as the Apoſtle here exhorts Timo - 

th ;,andin himall Miniſters to take heed how 
he Þchaves himſclfejn, the Church of. God; 
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ſo may,we doc-Aall Magiſtrates, both ſypgeme| 
/ : . an 
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negleted, borh herelies and ſuperſtitions will 
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(behave themſelves in this 'Church| 


: of Gods! for:thaughthe cAtiniffers be the Brer | 


that wake the honey, yer the Magiſtrates are the | 
__ wherein it Lon _ and kept ;rthe Miniſters | 
are the - wines that brine: forth , et M1- 
viſtraces are the py. £4 A $4 bold 
up theſe vines ;, the Minifter defends the Church 
with tongue and penne, the Magiſtratewith hand 
and power, wherewith for that end God hath far- 
wide Dies y' Minifters are the Preathersof both ta- 
bl, Magiftrates the keepers;the executive power of 
Word and Sdcraments belrngs alone 19 Miniſters, 
but diredFxve and coattivue, for the orderly and well 

ormancegbelongs.to-Magiſtrates. And the text 
ulelfeaffords usmarives. 

Itisthe houſe of God, andi-'s reaſon thete- 
nant ſhould keepe the houſe in reparation ; and 
they are Magiſtrates as well-2s Miniſters ; for if 
the ruines and breaches of the houſe bee once 


loone creepe in, and carry captive with their 
errors thoſe of the family. 

Iris the Church of God, of which good 
Magiſtrates are nurſes, Eſay 49. 23. as there- 
fore che nurſe is bound to looke tothe childe, 
and ſee it cheriſhed with wholeſome food, and 
teptfrom dangers, as they will anſwer tothe 

ents whoſe childe it is ; ſo Magiſtrates are 

nd to defendand keepe the Church, to ſee 


. 


it nouriſhed with milke, and not with poy- 


ſon, 
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ſon, chatis; withtruth, andnot wifh crrour,] 
asthey.willanfwerro that God, who/with his 
owne blood: hath! 4umo himſelte, | 
Ads 20.28. It is rhe flocke -of God;tand its 
no diſpatagemacne for Kings to dec his thep. 
| herds; a5 David was , if Wolves therefore doe| 
emer througlecheir: negligence, and ſhatch 
now a ſhceepe,and then a the Lord wi 
one day require it artheir hands, as Laban did 
athacabss: io op ON 

| Irischepillar:ihd ground of Truth ; that is, 
the field or gardeg wherein Trathgrowes, and 
Magitſtratcsthe gardiners or husbandmen ; and 
thercfore bound to {ee the:good: plants wate. 
= the gs net our thathin- 

' der growth, the he cept ſtrong and 
| dl z leſt as the Serpent got ine Ser 
| beguiled Eve,fothe ts of our times creep 
| thorow into this Garden, -and Corrupt the 
| minds of any from that fimplicity which is .in 
| ChriR. ' The like Motives are every where in 
| Scripture ſcattered; Revel.2.20. 1 haves foo 
| things againſt thee, becauſe thow ſuſfereſt that we 
| man 1ezabel, which calleth her ſalfe« Propheteſſe, 
to teach and ſeduce my ſervants to commit fornica- 
110n, and ext things offered to idols. Therefore 
acither” Errouts, ' nor their Authors in the 
Churchof God arc tobe ſuffered. 19hs 154 13, 
Fwery. plant which my btavenly Father hath not 
planted, [tal bee rmiedout : And who ſhould 


roottheny one, bur Magiſtrates, ro whom Gods 


; Vine-yard 1s Commirted ?. 


- [gainſt Jeruſalem, becauſe they had trangrefled 
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Ler'scome to the Old Teſtament, where the 
live o Magiſtrates are repreſented;as the face 
isin aglafle,that ſhewes both ſpots and beauty, 
2 Cbre.17. lehoſhaphat commanded the Price 
and Levitesto inftru@the People in the Law, 
fromthe ſeventh verſe tothe tenth; but that's 
norall, but in the ſixthverſe it is ſaid, His heart 
nas lift up in the wayes of the Lord, (o that he tooke 
away the bighplaces, and the groves outof Indah. 
Ler ns caſt our eyes uponthe other Kings of 
Iſrael and Judah, and conſider what God him- 
ſelfe hath marked and obſerved-in them, ſee- 
ing his obſervation cannot but be of moment, 
lixe aſteriſmes in themargents of a booke. Of 
Salowon God hath obſerved, 1 Xine.11.4.that 
when he wasold, his wives turned away his 
heartafter other Gods, and his heart was not | 
perfet with the Lord his God ; thatis; ſate | 
looſe from God, and theathe Lord left off to 
doc him good : Of Rehobours,z Chro.11.17.that 
for three yeers he walked inthe way of David, 
but when hee badeſtabliſhed the Kingdome, 
and had ſtrengthened himlſclfe, hce forſooke 
the Law ofthe Lord, and all Iſracl with him, 
chap. 12.1, & 2. therefore in the fifth yeare of 
Rehoboams, Shi(hak King of Egypt came up a- 


m the Lord : Of Aſa, 1 King. 15. 11,| 

c, that hee did what was right in the fight 

of the Lord, tooke awaythe Sodomites _ 
C 0 
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ofthe Land, removedall rhe Idols thathis Fa- 
thers had made, remaved Mucceh his Mother 
frombeing Queene, becauſe ſhe had mnade an 
Idoll inagreve, andburnes her Idoll by the 
brooke Kidron, but thekigh places were not | 
taken downe;therefore,ver. 16.there was warre 
berween Aſa and Baeſbs King of Iſraclall their 
daies:yer effbſc high places were burthe groves 
where the Tabernacle and Altar was which 
Aoſes made, where before the Temple was 
built,it was lawfull forthem ro offer ſacrifice , 
yer this was thatfor which theLord is ſo offen- 
| ded, becauſe when the Temple once was built, 
it was no longer lawfullto offer ſacrifice in any 
other place. Now when Almighty God ſhal be 
{scunous, have ſuch a quicke and jealous eye 
upon ſo ſmall an over-fightas this ; how ſenlt- 
ble will he be, when marters nxzzch worſe are 
tolerated and permitted ? Fade 3. 3he faith once 
given ts the Sermts. It was buronee given; there- | 
tore if loſt,or any way corrupted, it will not be 
given again:for it was given owe for al,6& is not 
to be revealed afecond time ; and therefore he | 
exhortsthom tocomrend earneſtly for the ſame. 
For our ſclyes, weehave cauſe to magnific | 
Gods mercy in our preſent condition, under 
the government of his gracious Majeſty, ane 
to remember this day, which is the birch-day 
of his Majeſty, ſeeing under his ſhadow wee 
enjoy the publike profeſſion and praftice of | 

Religion,and may live nor only aquiet, = ” 
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though uprightneſſe be ſomerimes, hel- 
med,yet like a cork at laſt it will ariſegromun- | 
8 C2 & der FLY] 


Ce 
{the Minifters of God have bin bold to deliver | 


honeſt life a blefling thar we cannot prize too 1 
much, and thoule therefore much intarge our | 
hearts withthankfulneſſets God, and lovero 
our Princes,to heſtow onthem, not encly out- 
wad obedience, but alſo inward, to afſift them | 
and be fubjeQto them, not by conſtraint, but 
willingly ; to pray far them not formally, but 
heartily z as: for rhe inſtruments and condyir- | 
pipes of ſagreatbleſhngs, norwithſtanding we | 


from the mighty Ged of heaven andearth, to | 
conſcience his: viceherent this impartiall and | 
inflexible rule, noe faſhianed and bended by | 
the hand of man, but moulded by che holy 

Ghoſt, that thereby we may diſcaver wherein 
we have fallen ſhort, and toamend 
it: wherein we have done well, and be encou- | 
raged to docit moreand more that is, to make 
freer paſſage for the trath, and dam up the cur- 
rent oferrors,whether Popiſh or Arminian, or 
of what kindelſe ſoever; for it's the Lords bu- 
fineſſe, and bleſſed is the manthat doth it dili- 
gently : foras any walked more perfedtly with 
God, ſo they had more perfecd peace; & where 
unevennefle was found in their obedicnce,there 
was italſo found in Gods bleſſing on them. | 
Though wickednefle and crooked wayes may 


get the advantage for a ſtart, yet by it ſhall no 


man be eſtabliſhed, Prov.12.3. And againe, |; 
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derwaerzthe proſperity of wicked men, like 


watsy ſun-thine, ER while'continuc, bur 
the late will aſtorme thatneyer 
| hall blowover: foratime,like 


agreene baytrec,butarkiſtſhallurely wither, 
Tholc thar are perfe with' their God, may 
havea winters ſealon, bur fhall at laſt beſure to 
R_—_ = God be governour "_ world, 
diſpoſcrefrhe things therein, -according to his 
will, if eobilahdevitlate-dortbyhits alone, 
then certainly it muſt be well with thoſe that 
feare him, and ill with thoſe that4inne againſt 
him; foritwill bealwayes found and a truc and 
certaine rule, That uprightnefſe and holineſſc 
is che cauſe of all our happinefle ; and abliquity 
and finne che cauſeof all our miſery. 
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| IJOHN 5.12. | 
Hethat hath the Sonne, hath life ; and hee that hath 
not the Fonne hath nat life. 


SHE Apoſtles ſcope here isto 
FR ſhew us what os. rivileges 
we have by Jeſus Chriſt ; a- 
W.> which this is one ofthe 
— chi that hee that bath the 
SEES Sore th life ; that is, he hath 
the life of grace forthe preſent, and thall have 
the tife ofglory forever ; which he ſers out by 
the oppolite,and that is, bee that hath wot the Sow, 
bath not life, So that this point lies evidently be- 
fore us,thatYPhoſoever hath not « ſpiritual feyfor | 
the preſent he is not in Chri#t,and whoſoever hath it, 
# inChrift, and ſhall live for ever ;,, where thelc 
wo things ate tobe obſerved : 
Firſt,that every man by nature is a dead man: 
dead, thar is, intreipaſſes and ſinnes. 
agwrs thar yet _ is a life to bee had 
thatis contrary to this death. 
C3 : Firſt, 
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Firſt, I ay, every man] nature is a dead 

{ man: forlife you ſce hereis from the Sonne ; 
now.there is no man borne a member of the 

| new Adam, burevery manis borne a member 
| of the old 4dam;and therefore in that ſenſe he 
is bornea dead man, though otherwiſe indued 


| witha naturall life, For it theroote be dead, 
as the ald 4daw is, all the branches, that riſe 
fromthe reote muſt needes be dead alſo. Aggine | 
ſpirituall life is nothing elſe; but aconjunRion 
of the ſoule with the ſpirit of God, cuen as the 
naturall life is a conjunRion of rhe body with 
theſoule;now as the ſoule leaverh the body, ſo 
che holy Ghoſt with-drawrcs it ſelfe from the 
ſoule,whenitis dif-joyated &diſtempered,and 
made unfit for uſe: for evenas 2 man dwels ina 
{houſe while ic is habitable, plaies on a muſicall 
| iaftrument while iris far, uleth a veſſel while ir 

is whole and ſound; but when the houſe grows 
ruinous, and inhabitable, hec departs from it; 


whenthe inſtrument is uaſtrung, he layes it a- | 
lide; whea the veſſell is broken or boared tho- 
row,he cafts it away,and leaves itzeyen ſo doth 
|the ſoule deparr from the body, when it grows 
rumous, When it is made inhaburable through 
morall diſcalc, it layes itafiJe as an outworne 
garment: and afrerthe ſame manner the holy 
Spirit withdrawesit ſelfe from the ſoule of a 
man, when iris broken, and ruinated, and di- 
| ftemperedthroughthe morral diſcaſc of ſinn”, 
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and of naturall corruption. Andthis isthe _ 
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is the commonopinion of naturall men,that if 
a man live inthe Church, and be baptized, and 
pray,and heare the word, and embrace the true 
religion, &praQtiſe the outward duties of it,that 
he 1s(our of doubt )in the Rate of this ſpirituall 
- |[lifezand therefore Ithinkeir would be an houre 
well ſpent to diſcover dead men tothemſelves, 
to perſwade men, thatexcept theybemade new 
creatures,except they be bornagaine, they are 
in a ſtate of death, and cannet bee favedin that 
condition:foryou ſee,hethat hath nor life hath 
not the Sen, and hethat hath not the Son ſhall 
dye,the wrathof God abides on bins for ever Job, 3. 
vit, Now itis ſaid, Fpheſ.4.18. tharmen are 
frangers from thu life h the ignorance thas 
i in them, and through the hardusſſe of their 
hearts, Marke it ; they areffrangers from thu life. | 
Partly through Zener ence, e they are 

erant of this worke of life and regeneration, 
ey thinke thereis latitude in religi- 
onthan there is, within which compaſle ifthey 
come,they are ſafe;thar is, though they be nor 
ſo ſtrit, and ſo zealous, though they goc nor 
ſo faſt to heaven as others, yet they ſhall doe as 
well as the bet 5 Ina word, they are ignorant 
what belongs tothis life, faichthe Apoltle,and 


| 
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of every natural! man whatſoever,till he be re- | 
newed by the infuſion of a new life y and yerit | 


| 


_ they arc _ wb he 
artly againe, theyare ers,becauſe of 1 

berdneſſe of their hearts ;, that is, cither becauſe 
> C4_ they 
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Signe, 


| Ego non ſum Ego. When his old luſts,hisold ac- 


oy zre ſodiſtracted & poſſeſſed with worldly 
buſineſſc, that they cannot atrend ir, or they are 
{o ſoked & ſurferred with pleaſures & delights 
that they are not ſenſible ofthe things thar be- 
longto this life,and therfore rhey are ſtrangers 
coir ; thatis, they are not able to judge of ir, 
whether they havethis life of grace,or nor. 

Youw!ll ſay unto me, How ſhal we know it: 
. I anſwer, from thoſe propertics of life and 
death, that we take fromthe ſirailitude of the 
aaturall lifeand death. 

Firft,a man may know whether he remaihe in 
the ſtare of Nature,whether he bea dead man, 


wroughtinhim : Foras it is ſaid of Chriſt, he 
was dead and is alive; ſoit is true of every man 
thar is in Chriſt, he was dead and is alive: and 
this implies a great change. 
There are many changes in a man: age 
makesa change, place and companic make a 
change,education and cuſtome and experience | 
make a change ;z.but when a man is tranſlated 
from. death-to life,it is another kind of change, 
itis ſucha change,as if another{oule dwelt in 
the ſame body,thata man thus changed can ſay 


quaintance,his old temptations ſhall come, he| 
isabletoanſwer rhem,and to ſay he is notthe} 
ſame man z though they knecke ar the ſame] 
doore,yetthere isanother inhabitant come in-| 


tothe houſe,and they find not himthey looke} 


for, \ 
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by confidering whether hee have any change | 
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Crab-treeſtocke, it changerh all ; the ſap, and | Simile. 
the fruit, and the leaves, and all are of another 
falhiong ſo it iswhen the life of grace is pur in- | 
tothe heart ofa narr.call man ; ir changerh the | 
inward ranand the owrward, ic changeth the | 
whole frame of the ſoul. For(myBeloved)this | 
isnota light akeration ; but asthe old ſtampe | 
—_ ”= _ the new can be _ | 
nted, asthe old building muſt be pulled 5; 
downe,before youcan ſer > anew; ſo chis old Ss 
nature of ours, ina grearmeaſure, muſt be bro- | 
ken in peeces,and new moulded, beforea man | 
can be made a living man:which is done by the | 
infuſion of the ſupernaturall qualities of grace | 


| |and holineſſe. I ſay ſupernatural;foreven as the { 5;mile, 


carth may bring forth graſſe and common wild 
flowers of it ſclfe, but it muſt be plowed and 
ſown beforcany choiſe plants can grow there: 
eyen ſo theſe common natures, which wee all 
have, may bring - out things that are morally 
good; but before they can bring forth fruits of 
true righteouſneſle, they mult be plowed and 

lowne.Plowed,thatis,a man muſt be broken in | 
tart, with anapprehenfion of his ſin,8& of Gods 
eternall wrath, he muſt ſee himſelfe but a dead 
man,.and he mult be pricked and wounded in 
beart with the ſenſe of it,as thoſe in 4&.2.after 
the Sermonof Peter, who were pricked mn their | 
bearts, and cryed owt, Meu and brethren, what [hall | 
we ave to be ſaved? For this is the plowing &the | 
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ſowne too z that is,cthere be an implanting 
of ſpiritual graces, which c and renew us; 
according to that which you ſhall find, Row, 12 
2. Faſhion your ſehves wo more after this world, but 
| be ye changed, or meramorphoſed; by the renew. 
ing of your minde ; andthis is one way by which 
you may diſcernewhether ye be dead oralive, 
| Secondly,whenthere is ao aQtion, when there 
| is no motion ina man,you ſay heis dead; when 
2 mana nothing,when he ſtirs nothimſclfe, 
| we reckon him a dead man:now this isthe caſe 
of every naturall man; he is not able tomoye 
hand nor foot in the wayes of true godlineſſe. 
If you ſay, I, but theyare able to doe {ome- 
thing, they arcable to pray,to heare theWord, 
to receivethe Sacrament, they are able todoc 
many excellent duties of juſtice and righte- 
ouſnefle amongit men. 
I anſwes,it is very true ; but yet the Scriprure 
| ſpeakes ofcertaine dead worksr,as Heb.g. 14.Tb 
blood of Chrift is (aid there to our conſcien- 
ces from dead works, that is,all theſe may be done 
by naturall men, and they are good workes in 
| themſelves, having all the lineaments of works 
truly good(as you know adead bodic hath of a 
living )but yet indecd they are but deadworkes , 
that is,they may havea golden our-{ide, and be 
very beautifull in the fight of the doer, and 
likewiſe in the ſight of men, bur yet as Chriſt 
ſpeakes, br abomruuble inthe fight of God. A - 
tura 
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rail mas, you leetherfore,may pay a cerraine 
debt of dury, and obedience ro God, bur hee 
pacsitincouncerfeir coine,thar hath the ſtamp 
and colour,and {tmilicude oftruc coyne, yer it 
conliſts,if you lod ts the inwards, bur of balc 
mettall.I remember a ſtorythar Remigiae tels, 
who was a Jadge in Zorarnc,under whole judg. 
ment many hundreds of Witches were con- 
dernned upon their owne confeſlion ; ſaith hee, 
the divell did bring them many boxes, thar 
had current coine in them,to the appearance of 
the Wirtches,bur when they came toute them, 
they proved aothing but withered leaves:I fay 
after the ſame manner, Satan couzeneth natu- 
ral men.in things of greater moment, he ſuffers 
them to thinke well ofthe good works, and of 
thedutics thatthey doe, ro make them rhinke 

arecurrant coyne; but when theycome to 
make t{ſcof this treaſure, atthe day of death, 


thetime of exercmitic, atthe day of judgc- 
ment, they finde them ro bee bur withered 
leaves, ſuch as God will not accepr. 

The Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Tir. 3. of certaine men 
which had a forme of godlines, butdenied the 
power thercof,thar is,thar had a formall cuſto. 
mary performance of good works, & of good 
duties, with which the conſcience is ſatisfied, 
becauſe itis ignorant andnotable to judge. 
San doth with men .in this caſc, as wee are | 
ont to doe with childrenzwe take from them 
true gold & filver,and whenthey fall a crying, 


| 


ſtop } 
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ſtop their mouthes with counters + So, Th , 
Saran labours ro keepe-men from the lively | 
and through performance of good workes, and 
of holy duries,. and then farisfies their conſci- 
ences with that which hath But a forme of god. 
lineſſe withourtthe power thercof. 

But you will ſay, How flalla mandiſcerne 
ir, wherher thoſe good workes thatare good in 
themſelves, be goodindeed, whether they be 

ood inſuch a manner as they are wrought by 

um ? 

I anſwer, you may know it by theſe two 
ehings : Firſt, it is certainc,that except they be 
vitall ations, thar is,cxcept they proceedfrom 
an inward principle of lite within,they are not 
good attiens, they arcſuch asthe Lord regards| 
not. Now you knowthere arc motions, as the 
motions of clockesand watches, that proceed 
not from life, but fromart;ſo it is in thismatter 
of religion : many geodaRtions may be done, 
' many good motions inthe waicsof godlineſle, 
which yet may not procced from life,from the 
| life of grace, butfrom outward reſpeAs to men| | 
| from feare of hell, from feare of judgements,in 
ſickneſſe from the apprehenſion of death and 
calamity, in ſuch caſes we may be ſtirred up to 
dothem,& then,cvenas the wheels that are {er 


a going bya ſpring, when the ſpring is downe, 
you knowthey ceaſe thejrmotionz{o common- 
ly it is intheſe good fits, intheſe good moods 
of godlinefſe, when that which ers them a 
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| fare if you would know whether the workes 
|cept at the laſtday, conſider if -they proceed 


 |rning an ſpirit. ſerving the Lord; thar is,al thoſe 
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worke is'temoved,thereisan end of i;; & ther- 
tharyou do be right or no, ſuch as God wil ac- 


foman inward principle, from a principle of 
life within. 

Secondly,you ſhal know them by their cold- 
neſſe; forcoldneſſe you know is a ſymptome of 
death. Theſe good workes when rhey-are done 
bya naturall man, yetthere is no life in them, 
there is no warmth, no vivacity and quickneſſe 
iathem;wheras youknow it is ſaid; lam.5.Pr.i- 
gf it be fervent, prevailes mmet: 8 Rom, 12.Be ye 


dities thathave nor heat-in them, that have nor 
breinthem,God regards them not ; the reaſon 
isthis, becauſe if no heatbe there, then is none 
ef his ſpirit there,8 then you know our praiers 
arebut the voyce of our own fpirits,the works 
that wedoe are but dead workes, becauſe they 
ze but the fruits-& cffes of dead fleſh;itthere 
denoneof the holyGhoſt there: Now if there | 
beno heat there, Iſay,there isnone of the ſpi- 
nr; for cheſpiriris as fire. Whence you know 
itis, that our Savior ſaith, 7 will/baptize you with 
the bolyG hot and with fire ; thar is, I will baptize 
you with - the holy Ghoſt,whichis as fire. And 
therfore you ſhall find that holy men have bin 
ulally deſcribedby the ſimilitude of fire, as 


'=x. "nm ſaith, that Peter was like aman made | 


"> of fire, walking among ſtubble ; and roone | 


that 
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hearing, of receiving the Sz 
P _ or God.8&c.but canſider 


conſider whether they be 
livelinefſe, andthat fer- 
of God roquires mh 
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corrupt _ _ 
- « the next meanes, the lecond mean 
by erp may know , whether We arc alive 
ts. rightcouſnefle, or dead inſinne, to w - 
whether wee have any Motions, and of w 
kind thoſe motions and actions arc. Ls 
- Againe, you ſhall know it by c - 
what youconrend for moſt ; for life is ſweet, 
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itbe the life of linnethat a man lives,which the 


| is life ofgrace in him, he 
will fufteranyching, hee will loſe his life, his 
goods, his liberty, 
wound his ,and violate his inward | 


|) 17 with God, becauſethat | 
15.45 weerand as deare tohim as life; whereas | 


anorher man,he cotitends as much for his luſts, | 
for his profir, for his credit, for his pleaſures, | 
.forhis firs, and will rather ſuffer the lofſe 
a good conſcience, will rather ſufferany un- 
cycnneſſeia his wayes towards God and men, | 
ſuffer any finne,ratherthan he will be prejudi- 
ced.in theſerhings, becauſe inthis is his life, 
being deadro Chriſt, and alive to fiane. 
Againe,ſuch as the food is,ſuch is thelife, If 


Scripturecals deach,then the ſecrer thoughts, 8 
the mward affeions feed on carnall delights, 
either paſt, preſent, or to come ; that is, exher 
he ſolacerh himaſelfe with the contemplation 
of what he hath had, or he feeds on that which | 
preſent, or hee cheeres up himſclfe with the 
thoughts and projects of thoſe carnall delights | 
which are feture ; whereas a manthar lives the 
life of grace,the contrary is moſt acceprable to 
him:for every life drawes to it ſelfe that which 
szmoſt ſurable,and moſt agreeable to ir;thatis, 
the food wherewithit is maintained, and that 
wherein it delights : Pleaſure, volupras, bei 


nothing elſe indeed bur rhe applicationof that | 


which 
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| praying,and 


| Andif you ſay now,.But haniirall men may 
CCCu in hearing, in-reading, in 
a4 ſuch likcholy exerciſes. 

I aaſwer,thatthey may,andirtis well, theſe 
things are ver 
co beomitted : bur yet there is ſomething muſt 
beadded; for this is notenough, except we be 
nouriſhed by theſe duties,& grow by them; as 
you know itis {aid,1Ptt.2 Deſire the ſincere milk 
of the Ward that youray grow thereby:and as your 
common faying is, Shew we not the meat, but the 
m4, For Chriſt the great Shepheard of the 
ſheepe. is affeRed in this caſe, as ſhepheards are 
wout to be,that ſay nottothe ſheepe, ſhew mee 
the hay that I havegiven you, but ſhew me the 
lac & the wooll and the milke ; thatis, 
ſhew me the fruits and the effects. of all your 
hearing and praying: for a man may be conver- 
fant in alltheſe duties, and yet for want of life, 
and for want ofa digeftivefaculty within; that 
is, not turning them into bloud and ſpirits, hee 
may notbe nouriſhed,he may not grow and be 
ſtrengthened by them, but be as a man inan - 
trephre, that cats very much, and yet is as leanc 
and meager as if he had eat nothing. Of ſuch 
the Scripture ſaith, They have « name to lite, but 
are dead : And they arc alway learning, but ne- 
vercome tothe knowledge of the truth, that 
is, to the ſaving knowledge of it. 


. But now forthe laſtproperty of gy 
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ood & commendable, and not | 


ink 


0 ary hs ng ourthole. good things, 
| |Aed and kjndled in him (for 


" |rhreadchrough our whole converfation, beir 
Reon abun, or wer or drun-| 


thoughts and metionsthatarc cnjc- 
mogds 
have). Ifay they reje&t 


and gaod fits they 
fs Ts licke of ANA! 

& of the meanes dincreaſe them, and 
Pen: not eg mo \them- 


ſelvcs.4nto another element; bur for chan 
whichare ſurablerochem, cither by Leapolhs | 
[rs yocmmmuliyipexplld, pdunt 

tO- 

liſted, av war Dh ces ek 

ta Kor agen gn ornate wil 
_— welycinany known 

dag ehogisitchren nconcinucd tra of any 
fintharwe know to beaſio,thatis drawne a5 8 


maliceend enyy, or any other 3 | 


EEE » if ic haye 


"Dada H | 
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be one luſt perfectly 
,chat the whole body of 


rious libertie 
ſhewedyou 
treſpaſles and 
and chat i 

yer partake of the reſurrection. 
Now we come to the ſecond,namely,chat rhere 
i 4 life thas is contrary to this death ; and that you 
may underſtid what iris,you muſt know thate- | 
very manby nature isinadead fleev,8&therforc 
he {ces not chisde feelsit,nor regards it: 
for as a'dead ruan feelsnet that he is dead; ſo he | 
that wants this ſpiritual life he is nor ſcaliblcof 
it, for the ſoule inthe worſe condition it is, the | 
lefleit feelsi it benoe ſo withthcbody: | 
And therfore the firſt ching tharmult be done, 
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of death, is ro waken him, to open his eyes, to 
ſeerharhe iza childe of wrath, and to ſee whar 
extreme need he ſtands in of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
ro ſcckeand rolong after him 32s a condemned 


chemnngy of ng ach alam 
City 


came to t ,for ſafcry and for 
ſhelter: I ſay,after that manner we mult feſt be 
awakened. This you ſhall ſce, Eph.5. Awake thou 
that fleepeſft, and land up from the dead. That 
wakening therefore is the firft worke, And fo 
Rows. 7.9.(itis ancxcellent exprefſioa)laith he, 
LO ITY when the 
Law came, ſinne revived and I dyed ; the meaning 
ft dremenLv of the 

w,l my ſclfea living man, in as 
good an eſtate as the beſt ; bur when the Law 
came, thatis, when I was calightened, when I 
law the true meaning of theLaw,thatT ſaw my 
ſelfe, and ſaw (in in a right glafe, then ſin was 
aliveand I died; that is, I found my lelfe to be 
no better thana dead man. So that isthe firlt | 
work that God doth toa man;,whom he means 
to ſave, to waken him out of his dead ſleepe, to 
charge ſinupon his conſcience, 8 to (et it upen 
himto purſue him, as the avenger of blood we 
ſpake of before. Wheathat is done once,then a 
man will flycto the City of retuge; thatis,he 
flies to Chriſt, as 1o«6b did te the hornes of the 


ſins,cvenas Seawpſos criedfor water, 
D 2 Gre | 


prake, oh" cries & cals carne(tly for the par- 
donof hi 
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EE $f God, and | 
tis, thoſe that are 
Eg d i ſhall eare the voice of the Son | 
God, andtioſetharheme ul live ; for 
Nt toncheth Chriſt by faich, as the | 
tonched/ the hamiit of his garment, | 
thers #6ts x Ecrttirie Vert an from Him, thar | 
heajes the ſoule,a3 ther vertie healed her bloo- 
dy ifſue. And chisis 4 thing much to beemar- 
ked, thateven as you ſee the-irori comes | 
neere the londſtone, thete goes vertuctrom | 
the londſtone, that drawes the iron toit; 
though Chriſt be in heaven, andwe are on the 
earth,there goes nacerrain vertue from him,that | 
drawes us tohim;8&hot ſoonly;butir changerh 
us,8& reformes us,mmdquickenerh us by this in- | 
fuſtofr of anew li, bychis tranſmiſſion of a cer-| 
taine power and vertuethar comes from him. | 
You will ſay, Butthisis ſorviewhar obſcure, | | 
what kindeof vertne isthis 4 what kind of in- 
fuſton andrranſmiſſionis it ? 


beloved, ir is trae; it isthe m = 
tbe enters ſrreas ici en | 


NAIC wort crit thto/you. Ivis done 
| afrer this manner. 7 few — 


| when 


— 


|when hee abour any worke of are, there 
EE 

in wo 
as he moulds and faſhions ir, and ſtts a ſtampe 
upon it, according to that;dee that. is conceived 
within z oras we ſce, whenthe wiflmoves the 
members of thebody toand fro, there goes a 
commanding ative power from the will that 
acts the members, and ftirres chem according 
tothe diſpoſition of the will z or as wee {ec in 
the workes of nature, when the Bees make their 


out acecrtaine inftint from God, the author of 
nature, that impels andinſtigates the creatures 
to doe according to their kind. Such a kind of 
- |[vertue and powerit is, that the Scripture cals 

the vertue of his reſurreRion, tharcomes from 
Chriſt & from the Spiric of Chriſt,that moulds 
and faſhions the heart of 2 man, that commands 
powerfully inhim, andthar guides and direRs 
him to doc ——_— to his will. And 
this is that, my loved, which the Apoſtle 
ſpeakesof, Bph.r.19. heprayes that __ 
might be opened, that they might ſee the exceed ug 
greanee of bu power, that workes in thoſe that be- 

eve ; where markethis, thatit is called power, 
that is, it i wot 4» empty forme of godlineſſe, but 
a effectuall , that puts not upon 
us only the waſhy colourof a good pro L 
but that dyes the hearr.in graine with grace and 
holinelſe, chardoth notonely alter that ſuper- 
D 3 ficies, 


-|combcs, and the Bryartheir neaſts, there goes | - 


—— 


| hearr,and turns t 045400 25500 1mm 
the courſe to aquiteconary. point ofthe com- 
| paſſe. And this diffs froda hetormecs odli;- 
neſſe, that we ſpake of before, as the life differs 
from the pifture, as thefi differs from 
the ſhadow, as that which hath finewesandecf. 
ficariouſneſle iric, from tharwhich is weak and 
powerleſſe. This vertue and powerthat comes 
from Chriſt, when God meanes romake one a 
living man, irdothnot onely make proffers and 
- | offers,it doth notonely breed inthe heart good 
deſires and purpoſes, rhat'when'they come to 
the birth, have noftrength to bring forth z but 
ir ſo plants them in the hearr, that they live 
| there as the creatures live in their owne cle- 
ments;wheras in thoſe that havetheir old harts 
and cheir old natures ſtill, they wither and va. 
niſh away,as plants that areina ſoile thar is not 
connaturall and ſutable ro them. And therc- 
fore if wee would know whether this life be 
wroughtinus or no, ler us conifidet whether 
ever wee have hadexperience of ſuch a great 
| power and vertue, of ſuch aninfluence trom 
Chrift,that may change us,and reforme and re- 
news us, and makeusnot onely willing tolivea | 
: holy life, to haveour lufts mortified, to pray 
| ſervently, andto keeperhe Sabbath with delrebr, | 
| bur thatenableth us to doe theſe things allo; 
{ |asthe Apoſtle ſpeakes, F am able to ape al things | 
through Chrift thet ſtreugtheneth- me. $0 _ 
| | 
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{this naturall life ; we ſee menbreatheand live, 


. | wiſdomeof Godis hid under the fooliſbweſſe of | 


-- 
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ſhall ferve to ſhew you, thar weeare by nature 


isC to that death. Now for application 
of this, which ſhall bethreefold.. | 

Firſt, let us be exhorred to belceve that there 
isſucha lite ; for iris ſaid, Co/. 3. that this {fe « 
bidwith Chriſt iu God: itishid,agd therefore to 
be belecved ; forthings that we ſee, weneed 
notto belecve. Nowthat, we may know why 
it isſaid ro be a hidden life, lerus conſider, 

From whom it is bid ; and, 
.. .». - Withwhatit is hid, 

From whomis it hid 2 

It is hid from naturall men, even ascolours | 


thedarke. The coleurs are there, burthey are 
hid from man, becauſe either he wantsaneye, 

orhe wantslight co ſcerhemmn/@ Ks 
Againe, with wharisithid 2 e.| 
This ſpiricual life,this life of grace,ishid with | 


bur this life is within,we are not able roſe jr. 
| Againezit is hid undera baſe our-fide; 'evenas 
Chriſt was hid under aCarpenters ſonne,as the 


preaching, as thoſe whom the world was not 
worthy of, were hid under ſheep-skinnes, and | 
goar-skinnes,Heb.11.andas the great myſteries 
of ſalvationare hid under the meane elements 
of Bread and Wine ; afterthe ſame manner this 
lifeis hid: I ſay under a baſcou-ſide,becaufe 


<a 10. 198 pans there is a life to be had that | 


Viet. 
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- [are hid froma blind man; oras they are hid in | «Aw. * 
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| Bee, the 


thoſe thatlive this life of grace, for the. molt 
part are baſe and 
world : And this is another thing that hides 
this life from us, 
| Andthirdly, itis hidden with the infirmitics 
of the Saints ;evenas you ſee this naryrall life 
hidina ſw oras reaſon hid in drunken. 
neſſe;there is lifethere,and reaſon therc,but it is 
 notſcene. Ir cannot be denyed thar the holicft 
men have infirmities(asyouknowD avid 
and Peter what they fell into) & becauſe of that 
we cannot {ce this ſpiritual life,but arc ready to 
think,for the time,that there 45 noli(c in them. 
Andlaſt of all,this life is hid from us by mil- 
| reports,even asChriſt was hid from the world, 
being to be a VVine-bibber, and a compe- 
wiew of ,& one that caſt our Devils through 
Princeof Devels , thus he was hid : 
And ſo the Apoſtle /Pawl, and the reſt of the A- 
poſtles were hid from the world after this man- 
ner.” Inz Cor.6. {aith hee, Wee are as decervers, 
| thaughyene ; that is, though we be trucyet,faith 
| hee are decervers; that is,wearc reportedro be 
deccitfull and falſe men.. Ther:-fore thoſe that 
are in great place, ſhould rake. ſpeciall heed 
howthey admit reports:- for- you ſhall finde 
this, thatia all ages,inall ſtories, men for the 
moſt part have beene miſ-reported, good men 
the worſt reported of,andevill men thebeſt, ſo 
that if we judge by reports, weſhal juiific the 
| wicked, and condemne the generation of the juit, 
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yg + rompre war uszand | 
ore wemult belecue it, h we 
helpe our ſelyes a lirtle with experience. Wer 
ſce there is a generation of men, whoſe hfe is 
not in. carnall pleaſures and delights, that give 
notthemſelyes upto finne againſt God; and it 
is certaine that nomancan live without ſome 
delight, no creature can live withour it : fince 
therefore theirdelight.is not intheſe rhings, it 
is likely that there is another life that they live, 
that is,an inward and retired life, eventhis life 
which ans GR in God. . i 
Againe, you {ce thereis a generationof men 
that are willing to ſuffer tortures, and impriſon- 
ments,yca death ic ſclfe : and ſurely they would 
not be ſo willing to part with this naturall life, 
: Free ene nota = a life NP 
cta higher price upon : I ſay, they would nor 
let re -ag if Lhe not _—_ another, 
Thus we may help our (elves with experience; 
but yet we mult beleceve it, And thisis the fir{t 


there is ſuch a life. 

\Fccondly, if he that hath not this life is not 
in Chriſt, why then, my beloved, it concernes 
us to ſee that we have the fruits and <ffes of 
this ſpirituall life in us, that that change bee 
wroug ht in us, that we ſpake.of, that we have 
thoſe mations and thoſe aQtions, that proceed 
from an inward principle of life, that we have 


that &tra&#ive diſpoſition, and. . that  expulſrue 
diſpoſition 


Uſe that we are to make ofthis, to belceve thar 


Vſe 2. 


by 
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| thisſpirituall lifez youhave it, 2 16.3. 14. We 


| bought with the ſame price;and arethey notas 
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if iti whic our heerrd of all i 
knowne fin, which is alloaneffeR of this life. 
And this further we lookero, thar 


ic] ſee, the 
fignes of 


| 


we /eve the brethren (which, 
holy Ghoſtpointsat aboveall 


\ know by this that we are paſſed fron death tolrfe be. 
cauſe we lwoethe bra brew. Youknowudead mem. 
ber. hath no ſympathiewith the reft;/ but a 1j- 
ving member hath a fellow-feeling, yea, a 
quickeandexquiſite ſenſe within, whenany of 
themembers are pained br hazzatded. There- 
fore [tous laboopro findethis cherd#Fer of life in 
ourſelves; by bcing affedted to out nelg bours 
and brethrengand the Churchesabroad ; by ha- 
ying bowels of compaſſion in vs, te melt over 
their condirion, and-to defire their fafety as our 
owne.For why ſheuld wert6t? arerhey not the 
ſame'Church of Godas weare? arethey not 


deareto:God'? and certainly, if wee ſhew love 
ta any.Church, becauſe it is a Chnrch, wee| 
would doe it toone as wcll as te another.” 


\ Againc,wehave realorito commilſcrate rhiem 
for ourowne.ſakes. For wecannot ftandalone, 
| and God hath ſo ordered ic in his providence, 
Exke 6.38.” that looke whit meaſure we mete to 0- 
thers,intheir diſtrefſe, aver ſhall meaſure the ſame 
ro-us inpur neceſſity; and how ſoone the fire 
may takchere alſo, weknow' tior's'Biitrhis you 
ſhallfndeimy the prophelicyf Yerimich, when 
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we fettherethecopweat found; every nation 
drake of ir, foirie more,forge leffe. Bur if men 
doe notdver,>yer certainly God will recom 
es with 1fwedoc it, with ill if w« < 
omit it. Forthough hee ſeeme angry with 7, 
Churches for a time; as Dowd was with 4 
lam ;-yet a5 14h never did Devid (o arcope 
a turnein at his life;as when he ſought to bring 
home 46ſalows his baniſhed fonne, though hee 
wereangry with him, (becauſe his inward at- 
fetion was toward him all the while) ſo wee 
cannot dbe God-a more acceptable curne,/then 
tohelpe bis Churches, though or thopreſene 
they'ſceme to beunder the cloud of his anger. 
And —_ Aur rw _ rank it _ 
ul, if we negle& ourdury rorhem 
yr, hope we doe fiot;andiſhallnot)asyou ſee, 
Ind.5.23.We ſee there how the Lord is affected 
in ſuch a caſe as _y Jous Merez, | ſaith the 


Angell of the Lord, yea,curſes inhabitants of Me- 
| 10% es \berayſe [cn _ halpe the Lord, 
to belpe yr Lord apzin _ hee 
doth not ay, br dthem any wrong, 
coſy, bra out, bur fate ſtill ; and 


you know'the rule, 'that he that keepes uot of un 
injury when he may, he doth it. | 

Againe, marketheground why they came not 
_ becauſeit ws to helps the Lord agarnit the 
. When the cnemues were: mighty, they 
hag reſpeRrotheir own ſafety & ſace ſtill. And 


that 


LD of Godswracks,) 
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not to helpe the Eord, It was not to helpe the 
'|Lord,: but tdhelpeche Churches at thattime, 
and yetthe Lord rakes,it as donets himlelte, | 
> Burnow on the otherfide, as the Lord would 
takeit ill,if we docitnot; ſo certainly if we doe 
i*, hewill take it exceeding wellat our hands, 
| This worke hath meat inthe mouth of .it, itbrings 
a ſure xeward, Evenas the Arke, when it was 
harboured by. obed-Edow, - and others, it 
brought a b to them; ſo certainly the 
Church brings a' blefling ro choſe that defend 
it ; whereas on the other fide, when the 4rie 
was. violate, andill uſcd by the Plulifoines, and 
the men of Bethſhemeſb, you know how many 
thouſands were {laine for it. Whencel gather, 
IF God would doe ſomuch for that which had 
butatypical kolinefſe,that was but a dead Tem-. 
ple,where he dweltbur fora time, whatwill he 
doe.if his living Temple bedeſtroyed? For the 
people of Godare his living Temple. ler. 2. 3.it 
1s ſaid, 1ſracl is @ ballewed thing to the Lord, my | 
firſt fruits ; and therefore he that dewvopres it, ſhal 
[off end, and evil hall cometa bing, ſaith the Lord. 
d therefore in helping the Church of God 
from being devoured by ſtrangers, we helpe 2 
ballowed people;for we ſee the Lord reckoned 
Iſrael ſo,though they were ſubjeR to many fai- 
lings. Letthus therefore ftirre us up to doc it 
with all __—_ Wee may fall out and inat 
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Foule with otioleetmuſphere may p 

way, blow over(a8Thope it wil,and I pray 
fro in themeane tinie; -if ny of 
the Chatctiesſhal be ſwallowed up;youknow 
that isathifi that carna6t be recalled + There- 
fore let us refolve to doc'otirbet,and to doe it 
inrime. temgdre ltd omdons frnge 
encouragement , - they-are the Churches of 
God, and there is a God in heaven that ten- 
dreththem;and heisa God thar delights robe 
ſcene in themounts, even whenthings are paſt 
hope ; and though theit enemies be exceeding 


oppoſe rhe , they arcas a heape of 
ſtraw,that gocs about to oppreſſe a cole of fire 
that wil conſtrme them;or as onethar devours 


Oe  — 


/preat and 11 ma frm 4, ay 


2cup of poyſon, that wil prove his death ; or 
as one that gers about to oyerthrowa' great 
ſtone, tharfals backe againe, and bruiſeth him 
to powder 5 (they are all the Scriptures ex- 
preffions,as you ſhall finde Zach. t 2.) So,Ifay, 
the Lord will deale with the enemies of his 
Churches, and will preſervethem ; therefore 
ler this hope encourage us rodocit rherather, 
For your Majeſty ,wee are perſwaded,as your 
| rrofetiion is, ſo your deſires and intentions are 
moſt real and firme:and when we ſay weare {0 
perſwated,as Pas! ſpeakes in another caſe,wee 


[peak the truth and ye not,(for pulpits are not 
pexke as from God, rn the | 


[2b of God;and am 
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ave fromGod may com- 
fort 
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| God,thatſhal make it goodſooner or later,they 


torr,and encourage,and confirme yuinit.For 
| usthatare ſubjecs,letus beexhorted ro doour 


parts,tocontznd & wreſtle with Godby pray- 
cr,and not to ler him reſt,cill ke have givenrelt | 
ro-hisChurches,and not only ſo,burthar we do 
our parts, HIER is within our __ 
eſpecially as any have greater power 6 oppor- 
_ of deing good, let them confider that 
excellent ſpeech of azordeca! to Heſter, Feſt. 4. 
24. If theu bold thy tongue at this time delrverance 
ſhall appeare to the lewes from another place but thor 
and thy bouſe ſhal periſh. The meaning is chis;then 
there was an opportunity of doing good tothe 
Church, (as you know then in what extremity 
the Jews were)therfore, faith he,ifthoudo riot 
do ir,thou6: thy houſe wc pp ifany be 
an impediment,nay if any do nor do their beſt, 
I pronounce this inthe Name of the moſt true 


and their houſes ſhal periſh,and be as the ſtraw 
that weſpake of, that oppreſſcth the coalc of 
fire, But on the other {ide,ifthey ſecke to deli. 
ver the Churches from his andtheir enemies, 
there is this great advantage in it, it will move 
God to deliver them from their enemies a- 
gain,or make their enemies tobe at peace with 


| the Lord, he wil make his enemies at peace with bim. 
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them ; as Salomon ſaith, When « mans wayes pleaſe 


Thirdly and laſtly, let us be exhorted to live 
chis life of grace;that is,to do the duties of obe- 
dicace,wherwith this lite is nouriſhed & main. 
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rained, | 
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rained: forfo the Lord ſaith, Hee thu ke, pes wy 
live im thews + even as the 
famelives inthe oyle, oras thecrearure lives 
by its foodzſo a 1nan lives bykeeping theCom- 
mandements of God;that is,this ſpiritual! life, 
this life of grace, itis maintained by doing the - 
Commandements : whereas on the other fide, 
every motion out of the wayes of Gods Com- 
mandements, and into fin,is like the motion of 
the aſhourof the water,every motion isa mo- 
tian to death. And O that we could think of fin 
ofevery.{in,as a,motiontodeath, and of cyery 
good aRion. asa putting on towards life ; that 
weceuld think this life of grace tobe far more 
excellent chan the life of nature, or the life of 
finfulllufts andpleaſures,and delights/for (o-it 
is.Surely that life WhichGodand Angels live, 
mnſt needs be the moſt excellent, & the fulleſt 
of joy ;& this lifethey live. To encourage usto 
_ us but conſider __ w_ —_—_ a 
ite of grace with the life of joy,&0 an 
ourward preſperity;as you {ce in 6. copentng 


fe,you know how heproſpered, bur when he 


* [ſt up a golden Ephod, after which the people. 


wenta whoring, it was the deſtrutionof him 
and kis houſe. S«/omen,how glorious was his ri- 
fing! as a bright morning withour clouds,& fo 
he continued to the evening olhis life;burthen 
when hebegan to ſuffer rebcllions-in hisKing- 
dome againſt God in matters of Religion(as it 


| 


=_ Gideow,as long as he did the ations of this 


on 


iS; 


Lad 


be. N ew d * = 


i5 laid, heſer up 4/btarsth, the aboafinatien of 
the Zydonians ; and Milcom, the abominarion of 
| the 4morites,&c.) then God ſtirred up rebelli. 
 0nsagainſt him, then igis ſaidehart Haded, and 
| Rheſin,and lerobeem his owne (ervanr,liftup his 
| handagainſt him ; for,ſaith the Text,he ſtirred 
them up fer tharcauſe : Sothat as longas $a. 
i non didthe aRtions ofthis life, God proſpered 
' him continually in a high degree; and when he 
| fell from ir, he fell from that peace which hee 
had ; ſo God interlaceth this life of grace, with 
| the life of joy,& peace, & outward proſperitic. 
Thc like you ſeen his ſon Rehoboarn, for three 
yeeres 'when he ſought the Lord, ſaith the 
Text,and didthe ations of this life, 2Cby.1 1.10 
| long he proſpered, things went well with kim, 
| 8 in Jeruſalem; butatter thfteyecres he forlook 
| theLord,and ſuffered the people romake them 
| high places,then it is ſaidin the text, inthe fift] 
| yeexe of his Reigne( Godgave him two yeeres 
{pace)he poured out his wratbnpon him and vo. 
| 0n Jeruſalem,by the hands of Shiſhack, the K ing 
| Egypt. Where it is to be obſerved,that this evill 
| fell upon him, not becauſe Shjſhack was angry, 
| bur becauſettie Lord was angry with him ; for 

it is not ſaid, that it was Shiſhacks wrath,bur the 
Lords wrath ; he was but the viall, but the in- 
{trument, through which Cods wrath was 
poured upon him : But anexample youlhall | 
find of this moſt cleere in/z2746, » Chro.25.6. 
| it 4s ſaid, that Yz214h ſovght the Lord aft the dais 
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Zachariab the Prophet,and as long as he ſought | 
ge Lord,ke om ; is _ as he did the 
ations ot this life,the life of joy, and profperi- 
ty,and peace ran along with itzbut after ver, 1o. 
When the Lord had helped bim that be grew nugh- 
ty, then faichthe Texr, his heart was pft up to bu 
deſtrncFion, So that evenas youlce blazing co- 
mets,though they be bur comets, yet as long as 
they keepe aloft, they ſhine bright ; butwhen 
they begin to decline from their pitch,& fal to 
the earth,they vanifh ; ſo when men forſake the 
Lord and minde carthly things, then thcy loſe 
their light, and are diflipated and come to de- 
[trution; whereas you le on the other fide, all 
holy & good Kings,thar lived this lite of grace 
conſtancly, they thined in the darke world, as 
ſtars inadarke night, neither loſing their light, 
nor falling from their place, And this you ſhall 
inde in all the ſtories ofthe Kings of 1ſrae/and 
1»dab,that cithertheir ſuffering of Idolatry and 
luperſtition at home,or their _ upon Aſher 

| 


& Egypt abroad, was the cauſe ofall their miſe- 
ry: for when they were in diſtreſſe,they ſoughr 
to thoſe nariensthatpreved as brokenreeads, that | 
did not onely deceive them, bur did runae into 
their hands. Oa the other fide you ſhal obſerve, 
that thoſe that lived this life of grace perfeRly 
wholc harts were perfeR with God, that cmp- 


tied out all the old leaven of idolatry and ſu- 

perſtirion at home, and in all their diſtreſſesand 

wants truſted upon God ; you ſhall find, I ſoy, 
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pro- | 
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| propottienably as they didthis, more or eſſe, 


ſaphit,welce when he came back from helping 


{o they proſpered. As you ſeein Aſa, (iristhe 
Prophets owne ſpeech to him, that was ſent to 
| him fromthe Lord, Clrv.r6.) ſaith hee, 4a, 
| when there came a mighty army againſt thee of 
Enbyms ant Ethiopians, that were (as it is inthe 


Chapterbefore) as the ſands on the ſe for mul. 
titude, yet becauſe thou reſted# onth: Lord, he ove | 
thee the ittory ever them. Afterward a fa 11 

army eſcaped his hands. And why * Becauſc he | 
reſted on the King of Aram. So likewile /eh9- 


Achab,at thebatrell of Remoth-Giliad, the Pro- 
pher Zeb meets him, 2 Chrey. tg. 2. and ſaith 
thus to him, & —_— wilt thou belpe the wic- 
ked'? wilt thew love thoſe that hate the Lord ? wrath 
is gone our againſt thee : And fo in the nzxt 
Chap.yerl.2. itis ſaid, thata greatarmy came 
from beyond the ſca, and /choſuphat was ſore a- 
fraid. Likewiſe when he joyned with Ach1z14h 
tro make ſhips to go to Tarſhifh, the Propher E- 
liezar goes to him, and tels him, that God had 
broken the ſhips at Zz59»-Geher,be cauſe he had | 
joyned with Achaziah the ſon of Achab, 2.Chro. | 
20. 35,36. I might give you many examples 
mare: /acob,though the thing were good which 


lawfully, for it was promiſed to him) yer be- 
cauſche uſedevill meanes, Rebeccah and heeby 


hedid(as you know he might ſcek the bleſſing | 


alye deceiving {ſazc, you know what it colt 


him, hee was baniſhed from his fathers houſe 


| many 
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many yeeres,and you know how much ſorrow 
Rebeceah had forit, even for failing in the mane | 
ner. So Dewrd, looke what intermiſſion there 
was in doing the ations of this life, this ſþiri- 
tuall life, you ſee likewiſe his troubles were. 
Therefore let us be exhorted to live this life 
of grace, ſecing wee have ſo great incourage- 
ment, I ſay, if you obſerve the Scriptures from 
the 2 Chr.11.totheend of that booke (which is 
exceeding well worth your reading, where not 
only the ſtory of the Kings is ſct down, bur the 
cauſe of all the accidents that didbefall them) 
you ſhall ſee all along, as they lived this life of 
'gracegas they did theaCtions of this life,thar is, 
as they kept their hearts perfet with God, fo 
their outward joy and prolperity was accor- 
dingly;and the interruptions and intermifſions 
they found inthis,was according to their inter- 
miſſion in that. Therefore letus be exhorred to 
live this life : for certainly every Ife $ath an 
excellency and a ſweetmeſſe init, more thanan 
meere being, and as any lite exceeds other, ſo 
ithath it more ; as the life of aman exceeds th 
life of a beaſt, andthe lifeot grace exc-eds the 
life of a man, and therefore it is more capacious 
of greater joy,and of greater gricte: On the 0- 
[ther fide, as you knowrthe joy of the Saints is 
wnſpeakeabls and glorious, and paſſeth all wderſtan- 
dinz, fo the defpaire and horror of conſcience 
againſt it, exceedsas much. And lerus marke 
this,that as he that iwes the life of 4 beaſt deſtroves | 
E 2 h:mſel/e,\ 
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bimiſelfe as «man; ſo hee that livesthe life of a 
man, tharis, the life of reafon onely, the life of 
humane wiſdome and policy, deſtroyes him- 
ſclfeas a Chriſtian. Therfore lerus beexhorted 
| ro liverhis life of grace, which is beft for our 
ſelves ; yca, let us abound inthe ations of this 
life, let us liveitas much as may bee ; for one 
man may live more in a day than another doth 
in yeare: forlife is in aQion ; ſomuch as we 
doc,as far as we exerciſe this ſpirituall life, fo 
much ye live ; and looke whartime we ſpend 
vainly,and idly, ſomuch of our life death pol- 
ſefſerh, as it isfaid of the women that lives in 
pleaſures, 1 Tims.5.6. Shee is dead while (he liveth, 
Now the Godof life worke this life of grace in 
thoſein whom it is yer wanting, and in- 
creaſeand inlarge this life;n all 
thoſe in whem iris 
already. . 


A ORE - 


y 


When thou didft terrible things which wee 
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SENSIBLE DEMON- 


STRATION OF 
THE DE1TT. 


"N I's A. 64.4. 
For fence the beginning of the world, men 
have net heard,zor percerved by the eare, 
' miither hath the eye ſeene another God, 
beſides thee; Which doth fo to hum that 
 waiteth for bim. 
_ 1. particle For,yhich you have 
8 £362; forthe firſt word, hath ſuch a 
= Re ccfercoce to thoſe before, that. 
1 Rk vec muſt take in likewiſe the 
RL ASP thirdverle. | 


locked not for, thou cameſi aowne, the 
mountames flawed downe at thy preſence : 
For fince the beginnivy. Oc. 


We know inthe new Tranſlation the words 
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. | ty thanthemſelves, the Prophet, in his owne 


|are mighty, and as great as mountaines ; Yet,O 


areread ſomewhacotherwiſe ; burifyou looke 
| intothe margine of your books, you ſhall find 

cheſame reading we now uſe, and that I rake to 

beagreeable with the originall, andnearcr the 
| ſcope of the Prophet in that place, . 
The words, art the firſt reading, ſeeme tobe 


ſomewhat obſcure,bur ia bricfe the plaine mea- 
ning is this; when the people of Iſracl were op. | 
preſſed with enemies, more potentand migh- | 


name,and in the name of the people,makes this 
prayer untothe Lord; 0 Lord, wee beſeech thee, 
breakethe heavens and come downe, that the moun- 


taines may flow downe atthy preſence. 
And whereas rele] uv Our enemies 


, the maquataines melt ar thy preſence: Or 
eycnas the water boyleth when the fice bur- 
neth under it ; ſo doethe nations tremble at thy 
preſence. And this prayer is enforced with this 
rea{on ; O Lord, heretofore thou haſt doneter- | 
rible things, againſt theſe that provoked thee : 
againe, thou. bait done great things for thoſc 
that wait for thee ; therefore, we beſcech thee, 
asthou haſt done heretofore, ſonow breake the 
heavens aud come downe,ofc. 


ſome other cauſes of all theſe evils, that bcfall 
us: the Prophetan{wereth no ; that it was not | 
inthe power of the creature, but rhe comming 
downe of the Lord, at whole preſence rhe 


moun- 
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mountaincs melted ; rhar is, as a heape of wax, | 
or cad finkethade falleth downe when fire is | 
puttoir, ſo the mighticſt nations melt away, 
when thou conameftt to doe any worke tor us, 

And if it be againe objected, Bur there is all 
the queſtion, whether there be ſuch a God or 
no, - whoſe providence theſe things are 
broughetopaſle : Tothis the Prophet anſwers 
19 the fourthverlſe, —_— the beommnine of the 
world, menheve net beard, wer percerved by the eare; 
meither hath the eye ſeene another God, beſides thee, 
wh:ch doth ſuchthings for him that waiteth for him. | 
Asif he ſhould ſay,indeed there is the teſtima- 
ny ofche Scriptures, there is the witneſle of the 
Prophets,8&evidence of miracles,that all things | 
are doneby the provid&ce of God,bur yer(ſairh 
he) I will leave all theſethings, and appleale eo 
the worksof Nature,cvento thethings tharthe | 
eye hath ſecne,and the carchath heard;for from 
them it is manifeſt that there is a God, and thar | 
heit is whohath done: thelc terrible things which 
we looked nat for. AN . | 

Bur notto ſtand long'in the explication of | 

the words,you ſhall find theſe three points ly- 
ing evidently before you. | 

Firſt,T hat even from the things that the eye ſerth, 
and the earchearath, it is manifeſt that God us, and 
that is he that doth theſe terrible things that we looked 
wet for, 
| Cady, Thit this God us one, and that there 


u ng God beſides ; the 1dpls and the dung-hill gods | 
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Laſtly, As he doth terrible things to thoſe that 
provoke hum, ſo likewiſe great and wonderfull thing, 
for thoſewho wait for bim, = 

Theſe arethe. three points which ariſe from 
theſe words3z and of theſe in order : And firſt 
grin == -— w. hens 

It is manifeſt from the t that the eye [ee- 
«th, and excl hey fron S day, hr s, 
and that it is by his providence that all things are dane 
in the wort. - 

Now we muſt know, thatthis point,7h.u God 
is, awd that by his providence all things come to 
paſſe ; 1 ſay,thisis made plaine tous two waies: 
Firſt, by Fath, out of the bookes of the Scrip- 
ture. Secondly, by Re«ſox, out of the bookes of 
the creatures. * - | 

Out of the books of the Scripeures ; and that 
you ſhall ſee, Heb.11.3. By faith we beleeve that 
the world; were made by God; andin the ſixth ver. 


He who commethto God, muſt beleeve that God is, 
and thut he is aremarder of thoſe that. ſceke him. 
Here is mention made of the firſt way of know. 


ing that God ts. 

The ſecond way you ſhall have ſet downe in 
Rows. 1.20. The inviſible things of bim, that is, his 
eternall power and God-head, are clearely ſcene, be- 
ing under itoodby the things that are made -: that is, 
though the eternall power and God-head bein 
chemſelvesinvifible, yet by rhethings that are 


Wc { | or ©; pot {Bfeds.... , .« 
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feeneand heard,they may be made knowneand 
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manife( tedto us: ſo likewiſe, "48. ow'y 
Iz rh add Pri by A 


wwe bve,and wove and brve our being : as if he 
d ſay, The very things we heare, and ſee, 
ahd taſte,and handle wich our hands,doe all dc- 
manſtrate that :Ged is 4 which is the very ſame 
the Prophet ſaich here, Since the beginning of the 
world they have not heard, nor underfluod with their 
care, nor ſcenewith their eye, another God beſides 
| thee ,which doth fo for binuthat waiteth for hins, For 
wemuſt know,thatthethings revealed unto us, 
| are of twoſorts : 
| Such as haye no. impreſſion aponthe crea- | 1 
ture, ſuch are the myReries ofthe Trinity, and 
| of the Goſpel! ; theſeare onely revealed. . 
c Others thereare, which have certaine cha- | 3 
rafters of them ſeruponthecreatures, fo that 
t [you may diſcerne them and amongſt the reſt 


p this is oncof the maine, that God is, and that by 

: his providence all things are diſpoſed in hea- 

| venand carth. . 

k  Andalthough it may bee thought thattherc | 

bt ae none that doubt of this, yertheſe proofes | , 
arcuſcfull, partly becauſe they ſerve to anſwer 

1 thoſe fecret objeRions of Atheiſme,whichwe 


7 are all ſubje& to z and partly becauſe they 
X mg that Principle 'in us, that God #5 - 
Y which is very neceflary to bee confirmed, ſee. 
a Ing it is the maineand principall foundation of 
6 Chriſtian religion,and can never ſufficiently 
d enough be .rammed downe, as bcing that that 
[- 
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muſt beareallchowaighr of the buildmg, there. 
III that thoſeprootes that 
we ſhall uſe for the manifeſtarionof this truth, 
area thing alrogether needlefle ; for certainly 
whereſocver the Scripture»hath a mouth to 
| ſpeake;rhercir is uſctull for us to haue an care 
roheare. | | 
Firſt, therefore if we doe but in [l be- 

hold theUniverſc,and looke ipanebs building 
of heaven and carth, wee may cafily diſcc1ne 
therein, the cternall power and godhcad of the 
pr ==> bredand bronghe wp in { 
| caman in ſome 
hollow cave of the carth, havinga hoaſcthere 
built, and things neceſlary provided for him, 
and let him afterwards (when hee comesto a 
full uſe of underſtanding, and nor before) be 
brought and ſerupon the faceof the carth, and 
therelet him fee _—_ usbeauty of the Sun, 
and feelc the heat of it; the farce of the winds, 
and ſee the ſwiftnefſeof the clouds, the ebbing 
and flowing of the ſeas, the apparelling of the 
| carth; ler him ſcethe courſe of the heavens, and 
| the fearcfull darkenefle that followesupon the 

ſetting of theSunne, and af.erthat the Moone 
| and Starres, lighted up for the uſe! of men 
and beaſts ; would hee not wonder at all that, 
which we by reaſon of long affiduity make no- 
thing of * It's atruerule, Saprentis eff reruns nee- 
nfettarum caſas querere : 2 wile man enquircth 
| aftercauſes of manifeſt things, which another 
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' over, and asketh net the” ground 
and reaſon of. 4s | 
- Andinthis inquiftrion, when he findeth rhat 
man is beſt of the creatures, and yet was nor a- 
ble to raiſe ſuch a roofe as the heavens,nor ſuch 
4 floore astheearth,. he muſt needs conclude, 
thar fore one berter and moreable than man, 
was the makerof all cheſe things, which man 
could not make himſelfe. 

Andifir beobjeded, but this workemanis 
no whereto be ſcene, though theſc things are 
to be ſeene. | 
Tanfwer, that as it is when you ſceamagni- 
ficene Palace, the builder of that many rimes 
is notto be ſeene, yerwee will fay it could not 
bee done but by ſome wiſe Archicet, whoſe 
wiſedome and ability was anſwerable to the 
worke: or when wee (ce a faire river runne, 


> rg fee not theſpring from whence it 
ſlucth, yet we conclufe, that there is a well- 
head ſomewhere that produceth theſe ſtreams; 
ſo when wee ſhall ſee the ſucceſſion of crea- 
tares,paſſing long by their generations, a wiſe 
man will ſay, Surely chereis2 principle, a firft 
cauſe,a wel-head,whencerhey do flow,though 
he ſee itnot. 


thattheeye ſeeth, and the care heareth, that 


there is a God, by whoſe providence all chings | 


arc 


But this is but in generall:if weſhould bring 
you to the particular obſcrvation of the crea- | 
tres,it wil be moreevident,even by the things | 


Obie, 
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arc Wpoy_end we will inftance irptheſe par. 
C4culars : 

Firſt, we may obſcrveby thatconſent,which 
ariſerh CG mn differenices and nntragl. 
cties amongſt the creatures; if you looke into 
the fabricke of the world, youſhall behold one 
thing contrary to another, one thing fighting 
againſt another, fire xtvoying water, drinefle 
deſtroying moiſture, and moitture drinetſe,&c. 
yet withall you ſhall ſce theſe brought to a 
comely agreement, commingrogether to build 
up and maintaine the whole Univerſe ; how 
could this bee done but by ſome wiſe Com- 
mander ? | 8 

If you ſhould ſee upon an Inſtrument twenty 
diſſonaneſtri they all brought into one 
harmony,we would fay that ſome skilfull Mu- 
ſician had the tuning of it z and when we looke 
intothe world,and {ce ſo many contrary things 
and all thoſe brought to ſo ſweet a harmony as 
they are,muſt we not necds acknowledge, that 


| mixture of all ? Andthis is the firſt thing wee 


there is ſome wiſe Agent, that intenderh one 
and remitreth another,and ſo makerh an uſcfull 


areto obſervez for how could fo many contra- 
rieties meet in one,except they were guided by 
one which is abovethemall.. - 

The next thing amongſt the things which 
the cye hath ſcene, and the eare hath heard, by 


| w— be is manifeſted,is the fitting and com- 
| 0g OL ONE | 62: 
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If weſhould come into the ſhop 6f a Jsyner, 
ich| orſomecurious Smith, and ſce there all rbings 
ri. fitted oneroanother,; the ſheath tothe kaite, 
into the ſcabberdto the ſword, wee would ſay this | 
one wasnotdone by accident, but by art : when we | 
ting come intorhe thop of Nature, and [ec rhere all | 
elle the workes of Nature, thus ſ{quaced and fitecd | 
Ye. oneto another, ſhall we not alſoacknowledsge | 
a 2 that there is a high and wiſe Agent, thar hath | 6 
uild done all this? | 
10W As forexample: had God made the eyc,and 
om-| nor.colour for a fit obje&t of the cye, to what 
end had the eye beene made? if hee had made 
enty the eye and colours, and no light to diſcover 
one the colours, the twofirſt had beene ro no pur- 
Mu- poſe; and it hee had magetheſe three, and 
ooke not another tranſparent body, as the ayre is, 
ings through which the colours mightbe tranſmit- 
ny as ted tothe eye, the three former had beene to 
that no purpoſe ; but out of them all thus fitred the 
g__ onetothe other, here reſulterh an uſefull and 
full rfetworke : the like we may ſay of the reſt. | 
- Wee . that the very things that the eye ſceth, 
needs andthe earchearcth, maketh it manifeſt, that | 
ed by| I | there is ſucha Godas made all theſe things. If 


you looke into the fabricke of the world , and | 
which behold all other particulars, you ſhall ſec the 


d, by like, ; | 
com- The Plants which thruſttheir mouthes into. 
[the earth,diaw ſufficientnouriſhment from the 
If | | place wherethey are {et;thcrefore as they need 
| oor | 
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But for the beaſts, which have no nouriſh. | 
ment inthe places where they are bred, as they 
nced motion, ſo they have motion given them; 
and as the ſpaces arc different through which 
they move,{0 arc theirmotions different, ſome 
creepe,lome goe,ſome flye z andas their meat 
is different, ſo they have different inſtruments 
toreceiveitz ſome have tecth, and ſome have 
beaks,fome have gooms only; and not ſo only, 
butthey have different appetites, and different 
taſtes and ſmels, according to their ſeveral! 
conſtitutions: ſothat you ſe all is fitred one to 
another, Thecreatures, the motion, the meat, 
the appetite, the inſtruments of taking it; 
whereas were there any diſproportion, or dil. 
agreement in thaſe, the whole worke ſhould 
be in vaine. | 

If you take a Watch into your hand, and (ce 
there the wheeles fitted one unts another, ya 
| will acknowledgethat this is not done without 

Art : when you ſeethe ſame done in the body 
| of a man, where there are ſomany hundred 


| bones firted one to another, {o many arteries 

and {inewcs; ſhall we nor acknowledge a great 

providence, which hathdone all this ? This is 
the ſecondrhing to be oblerved. 

The third obſervation is taken fiom thoſe 

| __cffeeds| 
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ble creatures, the Stork,the Swallow,and the Ele- 
"whoſe ations, for the moſtpart, exceed 
their knowledge,andare beyond their ſtrength: 
As for example; They ayme at anend they 
] know not, they goeby a rule they underſtand 
not, they ule the meanes that rend toſuch an 
end,and yet are ye of itzall which argues 
thatthey are guided by one, who both knowes 
the journies end to which they ayme, and the 
way that leadeth to it. Even as when a man 
hath pafſed thorow . a way full of many tur- 
ings, and at length comesto the right end, hee 
will, confeſle tharſome one hath ruled and gui- 
ded him (through ſo many turnings) that knew 
the way : cven ſo when we ſhall ſee theſe crea- 
tures doe things, and thar conſtantly, and yer 
know not whar they doe it is an argument «ns 
they are led and guided by one that workes al 
their workes in them and for them. Whence the 
ſaying of the Schoolmen, Opus Nature, 8c. the 
worke of Nature is not the worke of m:ereand 
bare Nature, bur of the Author of Nature: and 
therfore astheſc ations are above their know- 
ledge, ſo they are allo above their ability, 
which youdhall ſee in the arr of the Spider, curi- 
ouſly ſpinning his web, and rhe providence of 
the 4nt, providing inthe Summer for Winter ; in 
the wiſdome of the Comres, that being « people 


Ge — 


vet ſtrong, yetthey make their houſes inthe rockes. | 


Now it 15 a Ture rule, that whereſoever effects 


arc 
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| effects that proceed from bruit and unreaſona- —-WFL 


— 


her Cauſe, 
p orewhenwe| 
ſee ſuch ations of - wildome and providence, 
doneby the creatures which have neither wil- 
dome nor providence inthem, they muſt needs 
proceed from ſome higher Cauſe that guideth 
them - even as you ſec ina faire writing,that is 
written by a new beginner, you will ſay, ſurely 
lig's the writing of himchat guided kishand,ra- 

cher than his owne, If youſhould fee a hundred 

arrows ſhot out of a thicket,aad alltheſe ſhould 

hit the marke,though you ſec him not chat fhor 
them, you muſt needs lay that they were ſhot 

by ſome salfull Archer : even {o when you ſce 

the creatures that knew not the end rhey ayme 
at, nor the meanes that conduced to that cnd; 

yet wling direRtand pertinent mcancs to come 
toir, it'sa molt dire argument that there is 
an Almighty Power that guidesthemto all the 
things that they doe: and this is thethird ob- 

teryation. 

A fourth thing, by which theinviſeble things, 
that is, the eternal Power aud God-head ts made 
manifeſt to ws by the things that the eye ſeeth, and 
the eare heartth ; it is Peayicnng proviſion 
that is made forall the creatures. It you ſhould 
come intoa well ordered Common-wealth,or 
family, and ſhould {ceall their things dencin 

order, meat provided for all the family in due 

order and ſeaſon,wee would not doubt bur that 
there 
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cothis qrder. , |", .. 
And ſhall we not 
when we ſee ir done ip the greac houſe of the 
world, where ſo many millions of men8 beaſts 
are daily fed,and cloathed,andordered 2 Take 
but a ſmal family,ifthere be bura lutcle impro- 
videtice, how * ſoone doth the whole tamily 
feele the want of it? and howdoe wee thiake 
that the great family of the world\could bee 
kept, without a ſpeciall providence to orderit? 
If there were bura Towne, or a Village to be 
planted, how many things were __ to 
maintainc it? I will name but one, P/«{.t04; 10. 
thar is, the providence of: God in bringing the 
warers andthe ſprings to many ſeveral townes, 
If we ſhould ſcetheſame donein a great houſe, 


[ 
this. ſane, 


waterbrought by pipes into. every roome thar 
needs, we would acknowledgeit to be the pro- 
vidence of him thar ordered it {o ; and ſhall we 
notacknowledge the ſame, when wee lee God 
bringing in wacer inta.ſo rgany particular pla- 
ces ina Country © And as in feeding, fo incloa- 
thing lo many crearures3"1f men fhouldcloath 
them, how would they begin to doe. it -* But 
as God hath commanded the-carth to bring 


of beaſts- to.'bring forth; haires, and feathers, 
and wooll, 40jbe fir cloathing- for-them. And 
as it's incloathing, {ſo bis providence is allo 


forth. graſle, ſo he hach commanded, the.$kins| 


in defending and in- fontiying them wank) 
the \ 
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 from'day today*how much more, Hay,ſhould 


the injuries ofone another. Some have _ 
and hornes,and rusks rodefend them ;; thoſe 
that have rrof theſe, have Icgges'to runne away; 
theſe thar wantthat, have holes and dennes to 
hide amy” wars Tn, ann and (whichi is to be obſcr- 


ved)the weaker creatures goe in heards toge- 
o__ frog gocalone for if they ſhould 
oc in multitudes,no manner beaſt could ſtand 


fore them: this-you ſhall finde ſer downe, 
' 1ob-3 7. Bſali104;Now if the Queene of Sbeba 
When ſhe cameto Salimzons Court, and ſaw the | 
mext ofhisrable, rhe ſirting of his ſervanes,and 
their apparel; 1 Ki#g.10. was aſtoniſhed , I 
lay,ifhe-were ſothen, when ſhe ſaw the wiſ- 
dome & proviſion in the houſe of Sa/omon, how 
| much more wheti we look into this great houſe 
of the world,where there ate {0 many upriſing 
and down-lying.that muſt have breadand mear 


weadmire,'and acknowledge thisgreat provi- 
denceof God, which openerb bu hand and grueth 
them their meat in PT ? Thisisthe Fourth 

ervation. © 

The fifttfis taken from the combittation and| 
connexion which is among the creatures, that 
dependencethey have one upon another ; men 
cannor' live” without beafts'to feed them, the 
beaſts tannot live without 'graſſe' to nouriſh 
them, that cannot be maintained withour the 
influence of the heavens to- nouriſh it ; which 


—_—c 
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| the earth and the earth [bal heartthe corne.. W hence 


|that compolcth ir. 


ve of a man made,;/ we acknowledge. that 'it 


ſervea ſpeciall providenec, and wifedome, in 


than thoſe thatare done: by art ; for arr doth 
(but irnitae nature; and: tha: which-is imitared, 
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| will beare the heavens, uiaithe hexvens ſoa beare 


we may rcaſonthus; Either this was done by 
accident, or by providence 3. nor by accident, 
foro you may as well ſay, thata mulcitude of 
lerters caſt rog2ther by chance,' can make a 
Hiſtory or Pocm, as that chisorder, this con- 
nexion, and dependaace, of the creatures , 
ſhould come to paſſeby accidenr : and if it bee 
not by a@ident, thenitisby providence ; for 
this can no more be done withour providence, 
than ina Hiſtory or Poem, there canbee a de- 
pendance of one ward or ſentence apon ano- 
ther, without the acr of: wirand reaſon in' him 


The laſt obſcrvation, is from thewiſedome 
of the Creator z which is ſer and ſtampedupon 
all his workes, even as the $kill: of an Artiſt is 
uponall the worke he makes. When we fee the 


was done by the skill of him thar made ir and 
ſhall mot we-atktiowledge it in- the maker: of 
man himſelfe-? When weſcea: glafſe eye, an 
ivory toorh, and a wooden-legge, wee ſay it is | 
done by a skilfull Arriſt 3, and thall we not ob-: 


the. making of the. membets theraſelves® for 
the things are better thar are done by nature, 


i bereex” — and | 
"1295 van « 


fhall | 
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Arr, | 
j which doc furptcell thern/ When welſcea Di- 
all deſcribingthe hours of the day,we acknow. 
ledge irto be done þy the skill of _ when 
wee ſee the ſamedone inthe heavens, ordering 
the cimes and ſcaſons,ſhall we nor acknowledge 
a wiſdome in him,that makes and guides the 
hcavens © It is reported thar Archimedes made 2 
Sphcare;wherinthe revolution of th@heavens, 
the courſe of the Sunne, the ebbing and fow- 
ing of the Sca, is deſcribedand keptinthe or- 
dcrtharrhemſclves doe move in, which when 
a man ſces,he is ready toſay, this was notdone 
by accident, but by the skill of fome exccllenc 
Artiſt;and if lo,then cerrainly the thing it {clfe 
which that Sphearedoch bur imitate, could 
not bedone but by the wondrous. power and 
wiſdome of him that doth ir. vill proceed 
no further in this, bur cometo make ſome ap- 
OS beſiderhe ſti 
Teſtim 

ofrhe orcs. ſo many een 
from the rhings that ck# eye ſees, and thet the 
ou bearer that wm z.by whoſe Cn all 
| come to -it thould; ſtrengrhen-our 

Baithf inthir firſt and main _ CD 
For though an obje&t may:be ſcene by a {mal 
light, yer when morecandles arc brought in, 


_ 


i 


and whenchote' is7 greaterlight, /wee ſee the | 


a 


RS as 


{ume objec” morc claro: and/-diftinaly : ſo | 
chough | 
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|thorowly beleeved. Men will not negleR Re- 


is this all theProphetdriveth to in this place? 


6. wot Fr ome tba Bc 


adde 


| cances which are found in thelives of mcn,doc 
procced' from the weakeneſſe of this Spring, 
that theſe firſt Principles are not firmely and 


ligion altogether, neither will chey maketheir | 
hearts with God in all thi $ and 
30 ups wr on = that thi 98 

rinciple is in part beleeved, in part not belce. 
ved * tharis, they ſay iatheir hearts, irmay be 
theres ſuch an God, thet made hea. 
ven andearth, and is may benor : and therefore | 
they will have ſemecare in-che duties of = 


oe hdbelee _—_ phe 
idbcleeve it fully, W crve 

him with a full and heart. 
But ischisall che wlethatis to be made of it? 


No, hisvery istolhew us, thar if ulicre þ 
be ſuch a Gad, it is hee that doth the zerr:. 
ble things thatare daneto us : they come tot 40 
paſſe by accident ; therefore wee ſo propound | 
the point; that by the things tharthe cye ſeerh, 
andthe care heareth,it appeageth that there is 
ſack '8- God that: doth terrible things which wee 
looks mot for. a aaa fed 

| 3 claent, 
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nor the wiſedome -and endeFours of 
and mercifullthings, borhthegood and the e. 
vill which bcfall us, then letus veby faith,and 
not by ſenſe ; that is, feare hum,and meer him in 
the way,while its yetrime, leſtwe fall into the 
error 'of the” Jſraeliies here, to' have” terrible 
things doneto us before we looked for them, For 
| though webeleeve there is ſuchaGod, yer if 
wedoe otherwiſe, we Setnland, and we 
Every man, whe ill is him, ftar- 
devrr as a beaſt whenheeflsand fine inte 
| aditch or mire, he ſtruggles, and doth his 
| beſtrogerour, ſomenarecaught by trtureand 
XX ſenſe,-ro 'expedire themſelves out of an evill 
| when they are in ir, but the greateſt poinr of 
faich and wiſdome is to foreſce & forccaft evill 
tocome,and to it. Sav/ when he was in 
——— - rr whore 
would not anſwer him, neither by Prophet, 
nor by Frim nor (reed ak - pet - 

extremity, and had ne other refage, hee cou 
1 flyeto the berwe: of the Altar; as men ute to flye 
to prayer in fickneffe,- in danger, and extremi- 
3» ; bur then it was roo late; Eſas whenthe bleſ: 
| was paſt helpe und tecovery,he could feet: 
# with teares ; Bur whip EO Ins ſoo- 
ner while it was yet time- - Cenainly it pro- 
ceeds froma ſecret- Arheiſtneand#Jabelecfe, 
ro which weareros fubjeR, 'which-makesus 


not! 


pe 1 "—_ 
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the ſhorcnefle of hus life, while it” acizaetonade 
fore bit calling and eledtion, that his ſoule may 
| NO& a upon uncertaintics * Hell is acerri- 

eo renkdertioachaſunle' is immor- 
= ro Sam woo wr placero live in for 
ever; and yct: who conſiders this intime, and 
takes itro heart? Ourward Calamities that be- 
fall aChurch,ora Stare,ora particular Perſon, 
are terrible, but who conſiders them intime to 
preventthem * This is and everhath beene the 
nature of man inall times ;' we thinke we will 
docit modo or meds, bur fill wee are pur off: 

therefore ler ts nor, #5 thoſe iti Awos, Put the 
evill day farre from we, and draw neare 10 the ſcat of 
iniquity, (for thoſetwo conumonly goc roge- 
ther) leſt it befall us that Saloworn {peakes - of, 
As the Oxtito the , aud the Bird to the 
ſuave, ſowe be led tode action and conſider it not, 

til a dart ftrike through our liver : but ler us doe 
fomewhart jn time, and-nat-deferreand put off, 

for the very delay brings milchiefe. Whenthe 


blow comes (as I ſay every man feares, bur be- 
fore we care not ; bur we doeas thuſc,who be- | 
caſe the hand of the Dyall- proceeds inſenſi- 


bly, confidernothow trhoun wogeiithy till the 
F 4 ſtroke 


mm. 
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cruc faying,' Extremes fol; 

| guercum nes cedit: Itis not the laſt ſand that 
doth exhauſt rhe hoare-glafſe,” nor is itthelaſt | 
ſtroke that doth'over-rhrowrhe oake;; thar is,ic 
is nor the next immediate cauſe thar brings c- 
vill upon us, as men commonly chinke, bur iris 
che precedent ads, neglods and decayes, thar 
were long before chatblow came upon us, And 
pc ggat Tier Ip 
very Trop d turfi imes? et as 
it's Gid of old age,there is no man thatisd old 
that thinkes he may nor live ayeare longer; {0 
— tofo low an ebbe, but | 
wee _—_ to we ſhall hold our yet a 
anon a 


longer. So that as the Lap- 

| the Traveller, and draweth 
him @ littledndalircle further; till ar lengrh he | | 
be quite drawneaway frearherneft ; ſo weare 
quite draywne off from doing rherhings which 
might preventthoſe evils rhar arero come : 
rb ren done to we which wee /08- 

not for. 

The gromd of all is, party becauſe we live | 
by ſenſe, and norby fairh (which we are all | 
ſubjeR unco, more or lefle)by which werhink | - 
our preſent condition ſhall conrinue, wharſoc- 
verit be ; ifwe be in jon, wee thinkerhar | 
ſhall alwayes continue ; and if webe in proſpe- 
rity, wee thinkrasrhoſe in 'Bſy 56. Ts _ 
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muck wore abredant, thats: | 
incl ter noyon, 4nd rhe reaſon'! is, the 
is apr nk) none ogees, they 
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Fits, b 
ſeed ne poant pale and 
_ Lowes come hot upon ore | 
emer ont, tee becuretec 
ow che tiverMding avay away; ſtandeth upon the 
har length that all will be paſt, 
that he tray goe overdry- -ſhod,andc 
notthat there is x ſacceſſionof waters, which 
will contimcit: fo wee confidernorthat God | 
hekaneomy fiterons, when hah led 
us ſeven times, yerhe addeth ſeventimes 
2ndif yet we continue obſtinate, hee can 
cov er more; Reds oath Joel 
and grow rover thebavie, ECEIEN away 
before it." expreflion ve inthe Pro- 
phecy of Nbwnw. Ta 
Partly it is againe, becauſe God is nor ſeene, | 
becauſe God is forgotten inthe world: the 
crearores which ſhould be as a glaſſe to help us 
toſce him morecleartly;they become as thick 
clouds ro hide God from us;we lookeuponthe | 
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andcareleſlc: Bur Devid rhoughr nor ſo, 2.31 
My times are int bands, 'O Lord: As if he 
ſhould ſay,' They ae aot-inzhe hands of Saw, 
n6r inthe handsof Derg; Aorinany.of mine c- 
nemics hands to doeme hur:, nor 4n.the hands 
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belicging S1euntmom, a City confederare of their 


giver tÞ:48raing of; un-powder a-great 
—_— the. to. which the! blow 1s in- 
cended : therefore it was a wile obſcrvation 2 
the- Rewuns, thar when, Hannibal was 


Allics, which was _ cnough from; Boa, 
they thought every blow WaS given to 1t, t 
a Ae, Aro beating uponthe walls of the 
Gupreol ; therefore they; take no lefle care to 
reveric the dangerin {jochadiſtance, than if it 
already ſcized-upon;them ; So no doube 
when the cnemy is aſlauking the: Churches 
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' aarreoff, be is evrnchenſrilang ar theroot of | 
barns, 
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Ponce gpm Jpending; 'andi ildey comet, 
not ering, -1t 

dodon befor? z iris too latero ferch the 
of when weſhould aſcitztog and buy when | 
ommeth ;; ore they are 

elle fant Virgins,” berauſefolly i is improvi- 


idome {tands- 
thedmger and the evi the 
Irs certaine, 
ive 1; nos weare the watch. 
men- which ſtand upon the watch-rower, . and 
ne marethanthoſe which-ſtand below, 
werning,that we may deliverour 
Re LaCert leſt your blood be required arour 
hands) _— Fs ceraine ht evil is pom 2- 
gainſt us, come upon, cxcepr ſome- 
be danero preveatir.. Firth Inicove, 
nant berweene God and vs, and breach of co- 
venantcauſerha quarrell;-rhe quarrell of God 
ſhil notgo unrevenged:heſaich ro the 1ſrathres, 
Levit:26.25.4 will ſand « ſwordupen you, which | 
ſhall avenge the quarrel of my covenant : Asif he 
{hould ſay, There is acovenant, and'you have 
brokerhar Govenane,and therfore Thavea quar- 
rel and Iwil ſenda {word roavenge my quar- 
rell, Now the quarrels of Ged are not raſhand 
paſſionate as mens are, 8&rherfore he wit not lay 
them aide without ſamerrue & real {arifactt9. 
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' If we wilt not beleeve his-word, yerſhall we 
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are we infayuate, and ſee nothing * doe we nor 
ec "ga whole bedy of the \ av wor 
truth are beſieged round abaur threugh 

| ſtendome ? atthis time are notprelenmencmies 
| notoaly ſtirred, , but united zogether,and we 
diſ-joyned torcfiſt them 2 are .notour Allies 
waſtcd 2 are not many branches ofthe Church 
cut oftalready,and more in hazzard* Ina word, 
have not onr exterprizes beene blaſted, and wi- 
thered under our hands for the moſt part? have 
| nor things becnelong going downethehill,and 
are even now haſtening roa period*and doe nor 
welay now that ſuch anaccigent, and ſuck a 
miſcarriage of ſucha bulineſle, - and ſuch men 
arc the cauſcs? Bur whe. is the cauſe of theſe 


aSparrow fals aotrothe ground? are notthelc 
crackes to give warning before the fall ofthe 
houſe* arc nottheſe the grq haves which Hoſes 
ſpeakes of, that are here awd there wpon we, and wet 
diſcerne then wit ? Gray haires you know arca 
Gone of oldage and approach unto death. 
And are net all theſe things arguments e- 
| now that God hath begunzewirh us? will he 
leave his worke inthe middle © No certainly, 


you ſhall ſce wharhimſclic faith, x Saps, 3. 124 
Whees 1 begin,l 'le make au end. Sanonel had threat- 
ned fearetul judgments againſt theh ouſe of E/7, 
butbecauſe they lived longin peace, and were 


| agt ſuddenly 'cxccured, they were: acady ro 
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think the Words of thePropherwere bur wind; 
therfore God tels them, that it was true, be was 
979 NE he begun, but norwith- 

ing whea he began he would alſo make an 


| end:wherefore I beſcech you for our ownlakes, 


and for the ſake of the Churches, letus well 
and (crjouſly confiderthis ; doubtlefle there is 
ſomewhat for which God is offended ; and if 
there be, certainly till tharbe taken away, the 
Lord will not recurne untous, and cauſeus to 
we pur our hands unto, 
When /eſu« ſaw the people fall before their 
enemics, hee wondred at it, and enquired the 
cauſc,and exceptthat had bin removed, though 
it had beene for many yeares, yethe ſhould ne- 
ve r have had ſueceſſe, nor brought the children 
of Iſrael tothe Land of Canaan, though God 
had promiſedir ; for Gods promiſes are as his 
threatnings, to bee underſtood with a condi- 
tion. But a moſt remarkableexample you ſhall 
find, 2 Saw,21.1, Whenthere fellout a famine 
in the dayes of Davia,he knew the natural cauſe 


| was the drought, but he enquired after the ſu- 


pernaturall cauſe, as wiſe menſhauld doe ; as 
Iacob when hee ſfawthe Angels alcended and 
deſcended, hee enquir:d who ſtogd on thetop 
of the ladder and ſent them to and fro. Ezekiel 
inquires who ſtands on the rop of the wheele ; 


ſtaire or ſtep: whereas wee ſhould enquire as 


David, what wasthe cauſe of the famine z and 
| it 


but fooles looke onely who ſtands on the next | 
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- \itwas anſwcred him, it wasSaw/andfis bloody ma 
| houſe, becau ic he had broken his oath with the as 1 
Gibeoxmtes, which was done many yearcs be- uM 
fore : I ſay, ſo we ſhould doe in all the calami- vo 
ries, aftiiftious and extremities that befall ei. me 
ther the Churchin generall, or any particular| MW \ 
perſon ; ſcarch what the cauſc is. I finde the for 
phrafe uſed in 2 Chres.12.7. ſaith the Lord tn 
there, / will not at thus tire powre out my wrath ph 
wpon leruſalem by the bands of Sb.ſhack : where kD 
obſerve, ' hat though Shſhack was the immedi- w 
ate inſtrument, yer it was. nor Shfback his tle 
wrath,Shrſhack was but the viall through which bl 
his wrath was powred out. Where you may - 
obſ.rverhisconnexion, tharwhea any afflict. tl 
on befallerh a State or Church, or a particular th 
p:rſon, itis becauſe God isangry, and hee is his 
neverangry bur for ſinne , and till ſinne beere- ſh 
moved,his angcr is never laid afide;time wearcs = 
irnot 0.r, as it doththe anger and paſſions of te 
men. And therefore it is good torus. ro-com- G 
| pound with the Lord, and totake up this ſuic Jt 
before it come to execution and judgement, th 
and not to docas ill-husbands and prodigals th 
doe,that ſuffer a ſuit to runne on,and chargesto at 
grow from Terme to Terme, leſt we be inforced «a 
to pay,not onely the maine debr,burthe arrera- W 
gesalſo, that is, the time of that patience and c 
 long-ſuffering of God ; and notin this world Ac 
onely, but inthat whichistocome. It is appx- of 
rant that God is about a great worke, yea, to an 
. mak wy 
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make a greit change inthe world,except we do 
2s it were hold his hand by ſeeking andrurning 
unto him, and by: removing the things that pro- 
yoke him : he doth nor lay all chefe ſtones, and 
moveall theſe wheeles fornothing,& yer who 
knowes what it is hc is abour, till it be brought 
forths ſuch a metaphor | finde, Pro.27.1. Wo 
tnowes what 4 day may bring forth ? it's a meta- 
phor taken froma wombe ; therc is no man 
knoFves what is in the wombe of to morrow,or 
what evill to morrow may bring forth. Saw/ lit- 
tlethoughr char the nextday travelled of ſucha 
birthas the overthrow of the armies of 7/rae/, 
and the death of himſelfe and his ſonnes. 106 lit- 
tle thougherthar the next day had inthe womb 
thereof the fall of the houſe, and the ſaying of 
his children. If youvbſervethe Scripture,you 
ſh4ll find that thereare certaine ſeaſons,where- 
in-asthe Angell troubled the poole, fo God 
troubleth the Churches, and commonly when 


J 


Goddoth itro one, he doth'irtoall. 2 Chre.15. 
5,6. And at that time there was no peace to him 
that did goe out or in, but that troubles wereto all 
the inhab;tants; for nation was deftroyed of muti- 
ow, and Ctty of City ; for God troubled them with 
al adverſity. Where you ſhall obſerve, that 
where God once begins to doe it,allthe Chur. 
ches come in, in the end ; and whence was it * 
not becauſe ſuch anaccident fell out, and ſuch 
offenees aroſe berweene Princes and Princes, 


them 


and Nation and Nation, but God kadtroubled | 
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| Ter125.15, anotable example you 
| Eup went round, when it was given to one nati- 


| the things belonging to thypeace, but now they are 


chem with all kinde ef adverſity, buveſpecially 
ſee, the 


onto drinke,every oneraſted of it,though ſome 
more, ſome leſſe. Sothar, I ſay, there are cer. 
tajnc times and ſeaſons whercin God troubleth 
the Churches, and that very thing that diſtin. 
guiſhes betweene Nations and Churches, to be 
ſaved ort bedeftroyed, is the very abilityto 
diſcerne of theſc ſcaſons ; Ohthat we wefe a- 
blenow,and billing todiſcernethar ſeaſon ! 
Iwillgive yourws inſtances; When deſtru. 
ion was ts be broughtupon Jerwſalew, when 
they were to be led into Captivityythe Lord was 
above twenty years about it, many warnings he 
gave them by his Prophets, hee brought Nebs- 
chadnezar neere them,8& took him away againe; 
& what is thecomplaine he takes up againft his 
people ? ſaith he, 7 he Storke and the Cranes know 
their appornted times, but my people know not the 
mdgements of the Lord. Thoſe creatures feelc and 
foreſcethe Winter, and berakethemſelves to 
{ome warme place. There is a judgement a 
comming, thereare warnings enough, but my 
people cannot diſcerne their ſeaſon. And fo 
when the laſt blow was to be given to the ewes 
by the hands of the Rowens, you ſhall ſee how 
parhetically our Saviouf expreſſeth 1t; © Teruſ#- 
lem, leruſalem, if thou hadſt knowne in this thy day 


hid from1hine eyes, Make gnthis thy day; there is3 


time | 
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| mouth, whenthe decree is goneforth, then, as 


| {aith he, the frength of 1/racl is not a man, that bee 
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tune & {chlon, and weG FFve, times exceeding 
h away. There is ſuch a day 
whercin if /erw{alem had ſeenc it, the deſtrution 
| had bin prevented, but nowthe time is paſt: It 
isa thing worthy abſcrvation, that thereis a 
| doubletzme, which we ſhal ſee obſcrved inthe 
Scripture: Thereis a time of ing, and 
threatning, and nomorebut ing, ahd a 
tize of executing the decree; ſo you ſhall fee it 
expreſſed, Zephan.2. 1,2. Search, or Gather your 
|ſeves together, befare the decree bring forth, befare 
the fierce anger of the Lord come upon you,gre. There 
sa time of wherting his glittering ſword, and 


begiven ; thereasa time of paticnce,triall and 
long-ſuffering, before hee /weares in bus wrath | 


fitting thearrow to thebow, before the blow | 


they fhall not enter into big reſt; bur when the time 
is come, when the word is once gone out of his 


Samuel (aid to Saul,when hee would have the 
lentenceof his rejeRion to be retrafted ; Na, 


ſhould repent, 2 Same.15 29. Therefore while the 
evilis yet in the clouds,before the ſtormcome, 
while things are preparing, while the ſword is 
whertting, beforethe ſtroke be given, before 
the decree bee come forth, let us ſearch our, 
ſelves and meet him, toprevent it. The - evils 
which menintend againſt us may prove abar- 
tive; they may cirher dyc.in the wombe,or elſe 


they may travell with mnſchrefe, and bring forth | 
| "MN a 
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| Prov.22.3. A wiſe man ſees the plague afar off, and 


ahve; thatis,fomewhatcontrarytothak they in. 
"tend ; ſed fata viem imvenient, but when God in- 
rends any evill againſt any,whar power ſhal be 
able to ſtop him * thedeſtrution of God will 
finde a way which we never dxcamed of, as we 
{ce oft by experience ; Yel punits temporis maxi. 
ma rerum mona veriuntwr,-even in a point 
of time the greateſt things are turned upſide 
downe. My beloved, weall affet the prailgof 
wildome ; and whereindath wiſdome chicfly 
conſiſt, we ſhall ſee, Dews. 32.29. 0h that my pes- 
plewere wiſe! what todo ? to remember their lat . 
ter end ;as if wiſdome did thercin conſiſt : Soin 


hides himſelfe, but a foole goeth on, and i puniſhed , 
it's ametaphor taken from bcaſts, that teelethe 
ſtorme before itcomes,- and then hide them- 
ſelves intheir dens ; bat the foole goeth on and 11 


| 


| bearts, and therefore he roſecarly and ſacrificed 


pwniſhed ; char is, either he —_—_— and ſees it 

net, or elſe he is beforted and ftupified, and {o 
careleſſe to prevent it. So, Pro. 14.16. Thewiſe 
wan feareth and departeth from evill, but the foul 
rageth, and is careleſſe; thatis,the prudent man he | 
feares the evill of ;judgment,the evill of puniſh- | 
ment,he feares the judgment to come,therfore | 
he departeth from the evil of fin that brings it; | 
as!ofeph toreſaw the famin,8& hid both himlelte| 
and others fremit by providing againſt it : ſo 
Tob when his ſons were banquetring, he feared, 
leſt they had' fiened, and blaſphemed God in their 


for | 
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for them : but the foolerageth and is confident ; the 
word in rhe origiaall is ro paſſe on whatſoever 
comes of igzas Ba/aam whenthe Angel met him 
witha drawn ſword to ſhew the danger tharhe 
went in,yet he would not be ruled, b.it he wenr 
on,and you know the ifſuc:and (0.4546 when he 
weat to Rameth-Giliad, though Micaiah fore- 
told him, yer he would goeon, theretore came 
thert home for his labor : it's accountcd a point 
of courage and gencrofity not to feare, bir you 
ſce the Wiſe-man ſaich here, that a wiſe man 
tearcs and departs from evill. Indeed there is a 
double feare, there is a fearethat ought not to 
be, that cauſeth che thing wee feare ro come to 
paſſe ; thar is, ſuch a feare as ſcrs us aworke to 
ule evill meancsto prevent theevill z ſuch was 
the feare of Saul, that ſet him aworke to ſeeke 
rothe Witch, which was the very thing that 
brought upon him that he feared ; ſuch was the 
feare of the 1({raelrtes, which maderhem fecke to 
Ezypt and to Aſbury tor help,which brought up- 
on them the thing whichthey feared ; and ſuch 
a feare we ſhould lay aſide: bur thereis a good 
feare which cauſerh the thing that wefeare, hot 


lccke to God © ſuch was the feare of Iehoſaphat, 
2 Chre.20,3. When there was a great multitude 
came againit him, he f-ared,ſaith the Text,and 
what did this feare fer him on worke todoe ? 


tocometo paſſ-, becauſe ir ſets us aworketo |. 


| 


A 


He ſo:7ht the Lard,and proclaimed afaſt thorowout | 


G 2 which 


af Indih. Now this feare was a proficable teare, | 
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| [Re by he menerbet nat to:come 


Eſaucame againſt him wit 


©; for by this meanes he hada wonderfu! 
deliverance: ſuch was thefeare of 14ceb : when 


hk4oo. men,hee was 
foreafraid, and what did thisfeare ? it ſer him 
aworke to pray, andtowreft/ewiththe Lord 4! 
wiehty ; this cauſed the thing he feared,nor to 
| come to paſſe: ſuch was the fearc of 19ſias when 
he heard the boake of the law read, and there- 
by ſeeing the that was liketo comc,he | 

; and whatdid that feare bring to palle? | 
Hisheart melted ({aiththe Text) within him, and 
he bumbled bimfelfe greatly before the Lord, and 
therefore the thing he feared did not come to 
 paſſcin regard of himſclfe ; for heehad word 
ſence him by che Lord, that he ſhould not ſce 
that cvill in his dayes. So that there is a good, 
anuſctyll, and proficable feare,that cauſeth the 
thing we feare, notto come topaſle; andthis is 
the feare thatthe Wiſe-man ſpeakes of, Pro. 28, | 
14. Bleſſed « he that fearcth alwayes, but hethat 
herdeneth bis heart, ſhall fall ita evil, 1 will not 
addeany more: another maine thing to which 
the Prepher driveth, is, that as the Lord doch ter- 
riblethines to thoſe that provoke bims, to thoſe that 
will net take warning ; ſo likewiſc hee doth wor. 
drow things for theſe that wait for bim. I am (or- 
ry I have nat opportunity to adde this to the 0- 
ther, bur I ſee the time is paſt, therefore here 
ſhall be anend. 


—— 
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EPHES.5-15. 
Take beed that you walke therefore circum- 
JpeAiy(or exatHly)not as fooles,but as wiſe 


( N the cighthverſe ofthis Chap- 
, 0 | ; | ter, - the Apoſtle layeth downe 
this concluſion, Tow were once 
darkneſſe, but now you are light in 
the Lord,walke ther fore as children 
of the light , this he carries along 
by ſome Arguments, and drawes {ome conſec- 
Qaries from it, amongthe reſt this is one, Take 
heed therefore that you walke exattly, not as fooles, 
but as wiſe. As if he ſhould ſay, Now thedark - 
neſle is gone, now youare {cr upon a hill, now 
you arc in the broad lightthatall men may ſce 
you, now looke to your ſelves, now [ce that you 
walke exaAly not as fooles bat a5 wiſe:10 you have 
in theſe words : 
Firſt, a command, or an exhortation laid on 
G 3 . - them, 


pr II 
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{oberence. 
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behoves you to looke to your ſelyes that you 


Secondly,that is backed with a reaſon, Not as 
: faoles, but as wiſe ;as if hee ſhould ſay, Iris your 
| wiſdometodoeſo,it isfolly to doe otherwiſ:. 

Thirdly, thereis prefixed before ita meanes 
how to docit, T «ke heed, or Confider;that 1s,it is 
a thing that will nor eafily be done, ic is a thing | 
that will coſt you ſome labour ; a man may doe | 
a bungling ation without conſideration, but if 
hee willdoe a thing exactly, he muſt rake heed | 
unto it, Take heed that you walke exactly, not as | 
fooles, but «s wiſe, 

I will open the words in particular, when 1 
come to handlethem. 

Before I cometothe particular points which 
theſe words afford us, ſomething weemay g1- 
ther from this particle Therefore : Therefore 154 
relative particle, it hath referenceto that waich 
went before, Toe we children of light, therefore 
walke exatHly, not as fooles, but 4s wiſe. Tberefore ; 
char is, ſince youare the children of light, ſince 
you are thoſe upon whomthe Name of God is 
called, fince youprofeſle the feare of God, ir 


we Walke circumſped#ly, or exddtly. 


walke exatZly.Ina table upon which a Picture is 
drawne, before the picture is drawne, the ble- 
miſhes,and blots,and ſcratches upon it, are not 
obſerver : but when the picture 1s drawne, a 
little blot isobſerved init : ſo iris with men in 
this caſe, a man before he be regenerate, before 


heis made a childe of light, while he walkesin 


darkneſle, | - 
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darkneſle, while Gods Image is not drawne up- 
on him, the finnesthatare in him are not much 
obſerved, becauſe thereis no great difference 
betweene his generall carriage,and {ome parti- 
cular failing : bur when the Peece is drawne, 
thatis,when Gods Image is ſtamped upon him, 
and renued in him, then the infirmities, and 
{innes,and failings, that he falls into,every man 
is ready to obſervethemand marke them : and | 
theretore we ſhouldin a ſpeciall manner looke 
to it, becauſe our condition isaltered, whereas 
before we were darkneſle, now weare light ; 
whereas before wee ſtood in the crowd, as ir 


werc among the relt of the people, now we are | 


ſer up6n the ſtage z every man markes what we 
doe: nay, if we ſtand ſtill and doe nothing, it is 


dren 


obſerved ; and if we doe, and doe that whichis 
undecear, that is obſerved too : now when cve- 
ry one of our ations are oblerved, it behoves 
us to looke the morenvhat wee doe, to ſce that 
we walkeexactly. This thing I will not preſſe 
becauſe it is common. 

Onely the '!Jſe that we ſhould make of it is 
this, ro {ce what God and men looke for from 
us ; when wetake uponus the profeſſhonof his 
- | fcare,his gloryis engaged in our carriage, there- 


Viet. 


fore we ſhould walke exatHy, not as fooles but 4s 
'W/ſ[e. 

Ag1ine, as any man hath a higher degree of 
fairh (for there be degrees, as any ſtand in a 
higher place,they muſt looke to it more,as they 
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en receſſary 
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king, 


Confiderati- 
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| 

Three things 
in coaſlideraz 
tion. 


"3 
The minde 


are in more eſtimation andglory, ſo they muſt 
take heed of fallingtothe ſcaridall »ftheir ho- 
ly profeſſion : but Iwill not ſtand upon that, 
Now I cometo take the words as they lye. 
Conſider therefore, or take heed that you walke 
exattly : forthe walking exatHy,confideration is 
uired you ſee ; now the queſtion will bee, 
whatthis conſiderationis ? Ir is a thing thatis 
lictletaught and not well underſtood,and there- 
fore I willa little openit unto you, that you 
may know whatthisaR is: iris athing oft de- 
ſcribedin Scripture ; 1sconſidered my wayts, and 


dwels vn the 


aQions 


' there are many ations that 
| of a man, that hedwels notupon, but they paſſc 


|bour as itwere, and returne upon his heart, as 


turned my feet to thy tefbimonies.Now conlidera- 
tion (to deſcribe itto you) isnoching elſe, bur 
an a6 ofthe practicall underſtanding, whereby 
it reflets and ſtayes upon its owne intentions, 
andcomparing them with the rule, it proceeds 
to lay acommand uponrhe will and affections, 
to put thera inexecurion. I lay, it isanat of 
the prafticall underſtanding, whereby it ſtayes 
and reflects upon its owne intentions,8c. tor 
efromthe mind 
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preſemly away, theſe arenot reflect acts, they 
are not as of conſideration, hedwels nor upon 


them ; but when a man dwels upon a thing, he| | 


will notler ir preſently. paſſe from his hands. 
Firſt, they are in the intention, and then hee 
lookes backe by conſideration, whena man will 
ſce what is in his minde, he will lookeround a- 
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it iscalle? if the Chronicles, 1f you reinrne 19 |. 
your hearts ; Ifay this is neceflary, this is one 
part of conſideration, butthis is not all, a man 
may dwell upon his ations for another end. 

Therefore when this is done, in the ſecond 3 
place this is tbe added,  thar a man ſo 'dwcll | 12<ompaie 
upon his aRtions, as that hee compares thern | rule. 
withtherule : he ſers them borhrogerher, and 
therefore in Pro. 4-26, that which iscalled con- 
lideration,in another place, isthere called Pox- | 
dering; Ponder the wayes of thy feet : the meaning 
is, conſider the waycs of thy feet. Now- you 
know what Poxdering is, when you have athing 
to wcigh,. there mult be ſgmerbing to weigh it | Pondering, 
by, which thereforeis the rule thereof; and as | what 
in meaſuring, there is the thing that you mea- 
ſureby : this isthe ſecond thingrs bee done in 
confideration, tocompare it withthe rule, . 

But yer. this is not all : for there may bee a 
comparing of ations and intentions, with the 
rule by which itis ſquared, when yer itis nor 
confider ation ; a Scholler may tgkea thing'in- | 
to conſideration, whether it bee true or talſe, 
whether it bea praRQicke ora ſpeculative thing, 
he may compare it with the rule ; but his end 
is not to practiſe it, but onely toknow thetruth 
of it,and ſo he lets ic lye. And not onely Schol- 
lers, butitis ſo with all menfor the moſt parr, 

heare us deliver the truth of God, their 
istoſee-(as it were) ;to underſtand it, ro | 
know the truth of it, they doe no more bur ſee 
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| Simile. 


if che rhing be true, and givetheir aflene tot ; 
bur in conſideration there is ſomewhat more. 
The:efore I adde, that it layeth a command 
upon the will ro purtit in execution, or elle it is 
I not open conlideration ; but when a man 
conliders of athing, ſo as thar he reſolves to 
docit, that hee layes an' imperative injunRion 
upon the inferiour faculties, to put- that in pra- 
Rice and executionrthar he reſolves on ; ſonow 
[you ſee morediſtinaly and clearely what the 
Apoſtle would have us doe, this is theaRion| 
he would have us doe, to Conſider , that is; to 
ſtay upon our' ations, - to compare them with 
cherule, and norto let them lye there, but to 
purthem in praQice and execution rhis is the 
thing we are here exhorred unto, to Coxſider,or 
T ake beed wha we doe. And it is thatwhich we 
have lierle reaſonts be backward to (though in 
truth wee'are backeward'to - nothing more, 
whichis cauſe of manyerrors of our lite) if we 
confider :- | | | 
| Firſt, thatthis confideration is the excellen. 
| cy of alla mans ations,it is that which is pro. | 
| per toman, as he is a man, the1 is no beaſt ca- 
pableofit? Iris a peculiar excellency ta man, 
| to bee”able to returne and to refle@ upon his 
ations. Beaſts looke forward altogether upon 
the preſear pleaſure which is propounded, but 
toconſider an a&tion, whether it be to be done, 
ornor to bedene, it is atiexcellency peculiarto 


man.*-Therefore 'as the. Marhtmarians fay of 
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Figures, The (trac Figure, orthe ſtcait Lin: is 
the weakeſt, bur the Cucle is the ſtrongelt of all |. 
other, andthe beſt, becaufe one part returnes 
croanother, and holds up another, fo theſe di- 
cet actions of ours; theſe tranlient ations that 
paſleſuddenly upon athing, they are the wea- 
keſt, inthem wee aremotlt ſubjeR to erre, bur 
theſe ations wherein we returae againe upon 
our ſelves, asa circle or round figure, are more 
perfeR and exact - I ſay it is the excellency of 
an ation, and this ſhould make us ready rodoc 
it, burthat is notall, there 1s not onely agenc- 
rall excellency - 

Burit isthe beſt for our ſelves, it perfeRs us 
above all ocher ; take all other ations thar.goe 
dire@tly forward, they perfe& ſomewhat that 
is out of a man, but they perfect notthe hearc 
ofa man. Ifirbeinteaching orhers, init is the 
perfection of the Scholler ; other actions of 
wealth, of honour, of learning, orany thing of 
this nature, they perfe the thing upon which 
they are pitched; butnow this a@ton, by which 
the heart returnes upon it ſelfe, this reflect a- 
Rion is that which pcrfefts a mins ſoule, it 
# | makes him a better man, it builds him up in 
grace,and intruth z whena man lookes in, and 
returnes upon himſelfe, hee makes up the brea. 
ches of his heart, if there bee any thing amille 
there, hee reRiflesit : therefore it is an ation 
that we-ſlould eaſilyaſſeac unto, and agree to | 
the exhortation of the Apoſtle. Therefore to 
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Similt. 


conclude this point, letus beexhorted, tocon. 
ſider what we doe z the failing in-this is the 

cauſe of ſo many errors in our lives, the cauſe 
of ſo many 1l1-{pent-houres, of to many vaine 
ſpeeches, of ſomany grolle linnes commited, 
all for want of conſideration. If the ſivearer 
would well conſider what that is, when the 
Lord ſaith, ! wil not hold him guiltleſſe thot taketh 


{wa z inthatcaſe there muſt bee paincs ta- 


my N ameinwvaine, he would not be ſo readyto 
{weare as he is.-If the adulterer would confider 
what God faith, Heb. 13- Whoremongers and 4- 
dulterers God will indge, hee would not ſo cafily 
continue inthat ſinne - ſo you may runne tho- 
row other particulars, therefore this conſide- 
ration is neceflary in things that belong to ſal- 
vation. Ir is not ſo in other things, inother 
things the notion paſſeth ſoone from the mind 
to the reſtof the facultics,as loone as the light, 
it is no ſooner kindled bur preſently it is exe- 
cutedzbut inmatrersthat belong ro godlineſle, 
there may bea ſparke, and itwill gocout a- 
gaincinthe heart, -as greene wood putteth out 


ken, becauſe of the ſtubbornneſle in the facul- 
ties ofthe mindero obey the light, which is 
dictated rotheconſcience: Therefore we muſt 
doe inthis caſe, as wee doe with ſtubborne ſer- 
vants, they muft be biddcn daea thing againe, 


they muſt beforcedunto it. If the under-facul- 
ties were as ready to obey the minde in ſpiritu- 
all things as inother things, it were another 


eaſe, |, 
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finde that the minde hathno ſooner reſolved 
0214 thing, bur the faculties preſently are ready 
| | ropractiſe and toexecureir;, If is be 4 muſter of 


| hort mento dwell at home, to looke inward 5 


| owne houſe, to drefſe theroome of his keart, 
'every morningto ſweepe it, and to pur things 
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caſe. In ocher thiags( for the molt part) we (hull 


we, ammarer of commodity, a marrer of 
ifaman refolve once to doe it, hce 
findes no refiftance ; but if it be « matter tend:mg 
tus boly life hr is reſabued and fully intended to doe 
ie yet when he comesto the” peint, how many 
impediments doth he finde inthe under-facul- 
{ries ? they arelikeſtubborne ſervants thar have 
need of preffing upon, m_ muſt _ {ach im- 
iveinjunttions uponthem 2s I ſpeake of. 
Meets confines jon is neceſſiry for 
us, we ſee, if we be negligent in it, it is impoſ- 
{ible we ould lead a holy life, becauſe we goe 
up che hill in chat, there-muſt bee paines taken 
intharz there isno good aftion bu 


it, becauſe(as I fay) it is that which perfects 
us moſt ofany thing ; wee ſtudy many things, 
we ſtudy bookes, we ftudy men, wee our | 


and of all ſtudies that is the- beſt, whena man 
ſtudies his owne heart, when he dwels at home: 
It was the preceprof the wiſe Moraliſt, to ex- 


for a man to bee 28 a good houſewife in her 


itwill coſt | 
this confideration,and the rather we ſhould doe | 


ſelves /that is done by this a&t of conſiderarion, | 


| 


The uud :r. 
faculciesſub- 
borne to! Pis 


iitual things 


Simile. 


Simile. 


in order which the former day hath put our of 
R order | 


Simile, 
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Genera!con- 
{(derations, 


order;that he may be firroentertaind the Lord 


. [downeandrhinke with himſelfe that he hath a| 
{{oulethat is immorrall, that muſt live in ano- 


of glory ; therfore we oughtto keepe our ſelyes 
right and ſtraight, ro krepe- our {elves cleane 
and purcin' ſoule and' body .by this continuall 
aQ of conſideration, thar we may be fir Tem- 
ples forthe Holy Ghoſt rodwell in and rocon- 
rinue3n : therefore we ſhould docthis. 

Firſt ingenerall, rake this generall conſide- 
ration , leta manthinke what his condition is, 
what he comes into the world forg-let him fir 


ther place for ever,that his life is uncertaine,he 
knowes not whenthisſoule of his ſhall be pur 
out of poſſeſſion;now if a man wouldtaketheſe 
things into conſideration, if hee -would fir 
downe andconfider his latter end, conſider the 
infallibility pf rhe threatnings, conſider the 
uncertainty of this life, conſider the terrour of 
Gods wrath, becauſe theſe things are not taken 
into conſideration ; therefore it is that men 
goe onin courſes of finne, this is that which 


| 


the people failed in, Dew.29.4. faith aſc 
there, you have ſcene what the Lord did to 
Pharadf andall his m—— have ſcene the 
temptations and the great worRes which hee 
wrought, bur you have not hearts togerceive, 
you have not eyes toſce untothis day,you have 
ſeene, but you have not hearts to perceive; that 
is,you have notheartsto conſider it as it is ; as| 
if he ſhould ſay, this will profit nothing ; this 


which | 


_— 


| [wondetsas they did) but this profited them 


red not the miracle of the Loaves, for their hearts 
| were hardened: After that miracle was wrought, 


thought he had beene a ſpirir, they were afraid, 


+ woottald, eel. 05... 
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whick wa? one of the oeſtarguments:har | 


was, (as how could a people have mare argu- 
meats to feare Godthan.rthey had,*to ſec ſuch 


nobhing, becauſe they had nor hearts ro conſi- 
der 3; ſq our Saviour, Mark.6.52. Theyconſide- 


when Chriſt walked upon the Sea, and they 


the reaſon is given, becauſe they confidered 
notthe miracle of the Loaves; as if he ſhould 
ſay, there was enough in that to have ſtrength- 
ned their faith, thatthey ſhould not have beene 
ſo fearefull ; but faith Chriſt, the reaſon” you 
did not profit by that was, becaulc yon did not 
conſider, your hearts were hardened : and 
therefore, 2 Ti.2.6. It is Pawls cxhortation, 
Conſider what 1 ſay; conſider whatin other pla- 
ces I havenamedto you, thatis, though theſe 
be reaſons Rrong enough, yet confider, Time- 


thy,or cl{c it will never worke upon thee,there- \ 


fore confider what I ſay, and becauſe wee arc 
not able to doc ir of .our ſelves, hee prayes to 
God to teach him toconſider, and the Md give 
thee wnder ſtanding im all things : and indeed that 
we may doe fo, letus beſecch God ro open our 
eyes tocnable us to conſider ; till hee (et us a- 
worke, wecannordoe it to purpoſe, {o that I 
ſay, wee ſhouldlearne to doe this in generall, 
and not oncly ſo, burto makea daily Romy 
Q 


Marke 6.52 - 
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Smile. 
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Stimile; 


Teo wuch 
conſideration 
of eutward 


things, 


of ir, every day coatider out ro ſer ſame 
cimeapartfor pts an reege to 
Godin prayer, conſider the buſinefle we have 
to doe, cenlider what hath beene out of order 
cheday before, to refle& upon ourhearrs,and | 
to ſetthings ſtrair before God, and after this 
to have an eycuponour ations all the day,thar 
our — our feet, orany part be 
not ready to at any thing before we haue con- 
{ideredand pondered it, before we have good 
warrant forit.- þ* 

Youwill ſay this is impoſſible, muſt a man 
ſtand confidering every aGtionthathe doth * 

1 fay, it is not needfull char every aRion 
ſhould 'bee conſidered ; as in a journey, you 
know it is not needfull for ® mantorhinke of 
every ſtep,but the firſt intention ot the journey 
will carry hima great way z ſoſctrhe heart a- 
right, andrhat intention will carry a man tho- 
row many ations, though he ſtand notre con- 
fiderevery partieularz bur becauſe ourhearrs 


| 


are {o ready to goe our of rhe way, likeyoung 
horſes that are not accuſtomed to the high 
way, they are ready to turne aſide ever and a- 
non, eXxceptthe hand be upon 'the bridle con- 
tinually , ſo this conſideration muſt bee ever 
andanon repeated in the heartto keepe it ſtraic, 
itisaprelſe to turneafide. —_—_ 
to doe in things that to inefle, in 
other things "4 arc nga brett ; the 
young man is apr to confider how hee ſhall {a 
risfie 


GT 71S 


|ashe Tas Yelb, and the deſires ot it, how hee 


| 


Walk 


ſhall obtaine his pleaſures, the ancienter men, 
they conſider how may increaſe their 
wealth, howthey ma correſpondency, 
as It is {aid of the good houle-wife,Shee conſrde- 
raha field and getsit,Prov.31, thereis too much 
of this conſideration, men configer ſuch our- 
ward advantages; the thing that wee require 
now, isto conſider how we may walke errcnm- 
ſpettly and holily before Godinall things,this 
i5the thing that weeought to conſider, and to 
negle chus, and to intend other things, is no 
better than madneſle, if a man doe but conſider 
ſeriouſly what he is, whathis condition is, and 


intend other things as he doth ; wereckon men 
mad, whenthey fall a gathering ſtrawes, and 
ſticke their cloarhes with flowers, when they 
ſcrabble upon the.walls, becauſe wee thinke 
theſe ations unmeer for aman : So come to a 


- | Chriſtian, whenheeis occupied in trifles, in 


pleaſures and honours, (for they are no better) 
when men doe this withall their endevour,this 
is as unmeet fora Chriſtian, this is as much be- 
low a Chriſtian, as thoſe other ations that I 
named, arc below a man ; andit 1s as truly ſpi- 


conſider of this therefore, and come to your 
ſelves. I-am+ not too harſh incalling irmad- 
neſle, .the Scripture cals it ſo, in- Luk.15. rhe 
Prodigall is ſaid ro come to himlclfe ; for other 

| _ _ —  rhings 
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what he is fit for, he will reckon it madneſie eo | 


ProV.3k 


rituall madneſſc, as the other is naturall frenzy; 


| tut, 
what. 
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chings he was come to himſelfe beforc, but for | 
marter of grace and ſalvation, therein hee was 
not come to himſelfe ; ſorhat a man may truly 
ſay, that the world is full of mad men inthis 
ſenſe, becauſe they come as much ſhort of that 
| which belongs to aChriſtian,of that which be. 
longstoa man, as he ſtands in relation to God, 
25 he ſtands inreference.to cternity, as the 0- 
ther ations are to other men, and you ſhall 
finde they are occupied intheſame manner , 
looke uponthe imployments of men, if wee | 
could ſee what they are bufic about, what their 
choughts and lives are taken up with, in the 
morning if wee could ſeethem, as God {eeth 
them and beholds them,we thould [ce they doe | 
as mad men, asa'man that makes a garland to 
himſelfe,compoſed of ſuch vanity as he is moſt 
fancied with. Conſider therefore what you 
doe, Walke exaitly, not as fooles, but as wiſe. S0 
much for that. The mainc point is that we now 
come to. 


| Walke exactly. 

|  Conlidertheretore that you walke exadtly, 
whence wewill deliver this Doctrine (to take 
the words as they lye,) That 


Dor, It 4 required of « Chriſtian that hee walke with 
God exattly in all things, 


oe Chriſtiz, Before I cometo proſecute this point, I will 
welds exatly ſhew what this walking is, and what ir is to walke 
exattly. | In}, 
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y 77 Inaword,by walking nothing ciſe is meanc 


burrhe tract andcourſe of amans life, ſo that 
co walke holily is nothing elſe, bur ip all the 
paſſagesand rurnings of a mans converſation 
ro keepe himſelfectoſe to the rule; ſo thar into 
what circumſtance {oever he is caft, ftill as a 
Dye to fall right, . whetherhee be alone or in 
company, whether kee be in {port or in buſi- 
neſſe, whether he be among enemies, or among 
friends, all is one, his cenverſation is ſtillof the 
ſame colour, he keepes one tenure what condi- 
ton ſocver he isin, . in croſſes and adverſity hee 


to abound, to behave himſclte as a Chriftian in 
any particular aQion, whetherit bee gaine or 
lofſe to him, whether he be in a pleaſant eſtare, 
or whomſocver he hath reference to, whether 
itbe for his advantage or diſadvantage, all is 
one, he doth not ſhift, he doth not dawb it our 
by {ecking inventions, that afterwards will fall 
off as untempcred merter, his conſcience puts 
it to him, andrells himthisis not to bee done, | 
and hee is willing to ler his conſcience ſpeake, 
he is ready toobey itz when a man thus be- 
haves himſclfe intheconſtant courſe of his life, 
this is to walke exatFHy. 

But then againe there is ſomewhat in this 


wo words, thar fignifie to goc totheextremi- 


but ſoo keepe the Commandements of God, 


ty efathing ; ſo towalke exathy isnothing elſe 


| 


To walke ex: 
acly, what 


Simile, 


H 2 that 


pe 


4” 


bh. t | MN 
= 


ai _— A La | "% @w.4 o o _ 
b 4a + _ : 
W 4 * a = a 


a, 
y A 
condemned 
by the wacld, 


+ | Smile. 


Preciſeneſſe | bur you muſt looke to every particle of them, 


char man goes to the urmaſt of them, roall 
the rules thar hee preſcribes,nor' onely to con- 
tent himſclfero doe the maineduties of them, 


to bee willing to goeto the utmoſt of every 
command ; ſo the icopeof the Apoſtleis, to 
commend unto us here the thing thar is ſo dil- 
graced inthe world, the which is a matter of 
much obloquie, that ſame exaQnefle or pre- 
ciſeneſle, for ſo the word may as well be tran(- 
lated, and there is no word that firs the Grecke 
berrer than this. Cenfider that you walke pre- 
ciſely, or exactly, orftrialy inall things ; I ſay 
that is the Apoſtles ſcape, tocommend this to 
us, that men diſcommend ſs much, though in- 
deed itbe the onely excellency ofa Chriſtian ; 
for is northat the beſt glaſſe that ſhewes the 
ſmalleſt ſpots? and is not that the brighteſt 
light that ſhewes the leaſt moats? and doe you 
nor reckon thatthe fineſt fAeſh that is ſenſible 
of theleaſt pricking ? ſo theconſcience that is 
ſenſible of the leaſt finne or failing, is theper- 
teftion.of Chriſtianity which we are to ſtrive 
to artaine,it isthat which weeare to reckon the 


Three things 
in exaAnelle 


| greateſt excellency of all others, ſo farre it 


I 
Looke to the |: 


ſhould be from diſgrace with us. Towelkeex- 
attlyis required of every one, and this exaQ- 
nefſe isto goe tothe urmioft ; but a litrle more | 
particularly rodeſcribe it, to wake exactly re- | * 
quires theſe three conditions : . 

Firlt, looke tothe whole tule, he that lookes 


whole rule, 
| 
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burro a part ſhall never doe a bufinciſe cxat 
ly, but imperfeRly and bunglingly,that is, you 


| the ſame occafion ; ſaith he, he that breakes the 
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muſt have reſpedttoall the com nts,ro 
allthe precepts that runne thorow the bogke of 
God 


Secondly,hee muſt goe tothe utmoſt of eve- 
ry one, we {ec our Saviour in Mat.5 . hee ſets it 
downe, itisnot caough for a man got to mur. 
der, bur he mult xot be angry with his brother un- 
adviſedly, there is the extremity of the com- 
mand, he muſt not only rake care of che maine, 
but to keepe the leaſt ; ſohee ſaith, that a man 
ſhould not onely not{weare great oarhes, or 


not for{weare himſelfe, but let your yea bee yea, 
and your nay nay, faith our Saviourin the lame 
Chapter. And ſo forthat command, Thow ſhalt 
not commit Adultery, (I give you the inſtances in | 
that Chapter, becauſc Ghriſt gives them upon | 


leaſt Commandement, hee that doth not keepe | 
every jot of thecommand, hee thall aat come 
10 Heaven.) As fer tharcommand of Adulte- 
ry, though thou keepethe maine, if thou luſt 
inthy heart, thatis, if « man admit laſcivious 


thoughts, adulterous ay dams 
hee keepe the maine Co t 

maine duty which is there commanded, yet he 
walkes not exatthy ; there is a necefiity laid upon: 
him, Hethet keepes mot every iot of the command, 


ſhall not emter into Heaven; (0 that you muſt have 
reſpcR tothe whole rule, and to every parti- 
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cular command. | 

And laſtly, you muſt doe itat all times, 
Pſal.106 tr wy Bleſſed is hee that doth inſtice, 
aud lowes righteouſneſſe at dll times ; otherwiſe a 
man cannot be exact ; heethar doth it by firs 
and flaſhes, that walkes exactly one day, andis 
out againe another, this man is ſaid notto walke 
exattly, hee walkes with God by firs, as he that 
looks to halfe the rule,he walks bur by halves ; 
ifeither of theſe bee, that hee walkes but by 
halves or by fits, hee is nor exaR:- thus much 
ſhall be ſaid for the explication. Now this ex- 
aneſſe is required in three reſpedts :- 
 Firſt,inreſpeR of a mans perſon, that hee be 
clothed with all the graces of the Spirit, that 
there be none wanting; there muſt be a genera- 
lity in thar, and therefore in 2 Pe#, 1. wee ſee 
the gracesare pur together, Give all diligence 
that you royne with wertue faith, with faith know- 
ledee, with knowledge temperance with temper ante 

ience &c. thatis, asifhe ſhould ſay, a Chri- 


| ſtian muſt not be adorned, with ſome graces of 


the Spirir onely, bur hee muſt have every one, 
hemuſt beexaR, ' he muſt have the whole clo- 
thing, the whole __— God, for the Image 
of Ged is nothing elfe butthe happy cluſter of 
theſe graces: now put the caſe that any of theſe 
be wanting, then you ſhall ſee whara defeR it 
will cauſe; ifa man have faith, if he want ver- 
rue, that is, if his faith ſhew not it ſelfe in 


workes, if it beenota working yertuall _ 
what! 
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: | what will hjs faith profic him. If he be zealous 
andready to the worke, if there bge vertuein 
him, if he want knowledge to guide, and dire& 
him, and turnehim, ke muſt needs crre excce. 
dingly ; and therefore hee mult joyne to vertue 
knowledge,if he have knowledge that he know 
what to doc, if there doe not come inthe pra. 
ctice of other puny if hee bee incemperate, ir 
will lye asa blot upon him, there will be ſome 
inconcinnicyin his carriage, if hee have other 


pcrate, yetif he bean impatieat man, this be- 
comes not one of thoſe upon whomGods Name 
is called; it becomes a Chriſtian to have his 
perſon adorned with every grace, becauſe God 
requires ſo much beauty in him, in Capt. 4. 7. 
faith Chriſt ro his Church, Thou art all faire my 
love, there is vo ſpot in thee ; that is, thou art a- 
dorned with allthe graces of theSpirit, there 
is not one wanting, for there is ſuch a generali- 
ty required,. ſuch is the beauty of a man in 
Chriſt, the,whole frame of graceis in him : 
therefore Chriſt is ſaid to worke grace for grace; 
the meaning is, for every grace 11 himlſclte, he 
hath ſtamped another in us; as the ſeale gives 
print for print, in the wax charaRter for cha- 
rater, and as the father to the ſonne limbe for 
limbe, and member for member z ſo Chriftto 
his Saints, he werks grace for grace, that is, as 
he himſelfe hath the whole frame of grace in 
his owne heart, as the Image of Godis perfect 
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vercues and want one; ſuppoſe if hee be tem- | 


| 


Cart.q-7 


" Simile, | 


— — 


M.A > — 


WA» oC - #t. 
F, : 4 


ico | 


——_ PE eee en 
- * 


"| 116 Exati Walking. | 
| | | jinhim: ſo allthat hee changerh, allthar arc | 
: borneot him, nor ofthe will ofthe- fleſh bur of | 
; the will of God, they havethe ſame that hee 
Simile, | hath, notindegree, no childehath his mem- 
| bers inthe ſame asthe father hath, hce 
hath them asa child, che other hathrhem as a' 
perfet man; ſoecvery Chriſtian haththem in 
the degree of a childe, and yer he muſtbee ex- 
a&t in all inreipc@of his perſon. 
I Secondly, this exaftnefſe is required in re- 
[n regard of gm his aRions, all the ations that the ho- 
| cheattions. [ly man hath rodocareto bee exaR, therefore 
itis a rule of the Schoolemen, an action can- 

not be geod except all be good ih it, except all 
Ci-cumtas |Recircumſtances bee good, if there bee one 
ces muſtbe | wanting, the action is cvill ; this is required of 
goodina [neceſſity towalke exattly;thatis, rake any ati- 
g>c<a3ion | on wee doe, ifcitherthe principle of it bee not 
good, thatit comes from carnall feare,or from 
carnall love and defire, or elſe the end is not 
good, or the circumſtances arc not good ; to| 
pray, and not to pray fervently; to ſhew mercy, 
and not with cheeretulneſle ; ro keepe the Sab- 
bath, and net with delight ; and ſo you may 
ranne thorow what particulars you will, the 
wanting of any of theſe circumſtances makes it 
an evill ation; and therefore in regard of his 
aRions he muſt be exaRt. 

3 Thirdly, ia regard of others it is neceflary 
| nregard of | that he walke exatty, as in Iames 1. This ts pure 


others. 


| lamet 1, ui, | religion and wndefiled to keepe a mans ſelſe unſpot- 
ted 
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ted of the world + now if a man will bee unſpot- 
ted of the world, heemuſt be exactinall things, 
F he faile buta lirtle, the world will blot him 
and blazc hisname all over, that no place ſhall 
be empty of it, if there be any ſpot in him. . It 
isrrue, the applauſe of the world-15 notto bee 
greedily looked for, bur yer inthis caſe every 
Chriſtian ſhould be like Ab/ſalow, there ſhould 
be no blemiſh in him fromtop to toe, he ſhould 
labourro beeſo blameleſle in all his converſa- 
tion, to doc as Zachary and Elizabeth, to walke 
inallche Commandements without reproofe, 
ſothara Chriſtianin regard of his perſon, in 
regard of his actions, in regard of others, hee 
muſt walke exa&Hy. 


<— 


Butnow1in this point that I have delivered 
there is ſomewhat more than this, it is requi- 
red, I ſay, of every Chriſtian, that he walke ex- 
attly betore God inall things, here comes in a 


queſtion or objection, when I ſay it is required , 


of them ; the queſtionis now whether it be of 
neceflity or no, that it bee ſo laid upon every 
Chriſtizn, that they cannot kcepe in good 
termes with God, tkat they can have no aſlu. 
rance of their owne good eſtate except they 


| doe it? whether itbelaid upon them of ſuchne: 


ceffity or no, tokeepe ſuch exactneſſe jn their 
converſation? 

To this I anſwer : this precept, as well as 
any in the Booke of God, is to be kept Evan- 
gelically, though wee cannot keepe it Legal yY3 

| thar 
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Reaſons wby 
Chriſtians 
ſhould walke 


exaQtly. 


Reaſl. I. 
Elſe there wil 


be a breach 
betwixt God 


and us 


Simile. 


that is, we muſt endeyourtarhe urmFA of our 
power todo it, toltrive with all our 'might, 
we mult intend, and delire, and purpoſeto-doe 
ir, aad wemult have endevours an{werable to 
our purpoſcs ; this necefliry lycs upon ev: | 
m2n to walke exactly, that is, to allow himſcltc 
ia nothing that is 1 knowne {ane ; there may be 
many failings out of-paſhon, a man may bee 
crahſported out of incogitancy, out of inadver. 
rancy, becauſe many things paſle from himthat 
heis notable to conſider of ; but let it come to 
this caſe,to be a knowne finne,if he allow him- 
ſclfeinir, this is a breach of the Evangelical 
keeping of this Commandement, which re- 
quires that a man walke exa&ly, and this lyes up- 
on every one of neceſfity, that he doth not ad- 
mit of any knowne ſinne in his converſation, 
but inthat reſpe& to walke exad7ly, and that will 
be manifeſted by theſe reaſons: 

Firſt, if there be but one thing in your con- 
verſation (pitch where you will) be it greater 


or ſaaller, if ir come to be a knowneſinne, if 
it be revealed, that you know ſucha thing is a 
duty, or fuchathing is a finne ; now if a man. 
walkenotexadtly in that, hee makes a breach 
betweenie God and him - as ir is with two 
friends, - if. there come bur a ſmall matter 
whercin they differ, that falling betweene 


them, if ncither ot them yeeld, ir makes an ut- 
ter breach and ſeparation berweene them ; ſo 


letit bee a matter of lefle moment, take the 
leaſt 
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leaſt linac, or the negle@ot the leaſt duty, yer | 
when I know this thing God requires at my 
hands, it is athing thar God will have done ; 
whea a mannow lyes in the contrary and will 
fot doe ir, certainly God will not yeeld,and if 
| he doe not, it makes abreach betweene them, 
ie makesa ſeparation berweene God and him: 
As itis with a Prince, it hee command aman 
todoe any thing, when heproclaimes it, when 
there is authoriry put upon it, when iris made 
knowne to him in particular, the ſtanding out 
makes him archell ; ſoir is inthis, the ſtanding 
out with God inany part of our converſation, 
if. wee benorexaRt in all, ir puts us intoa ſtate 
of ſeparation from God. 

Secondly, except aman walke thus exactly 
with Godin all thirigs, it is evident that what 
he doth, he doth it or himſelfe, and nor for the 
Lord;and if he doe ſo,itis not accepted of God: 
Iſay, what he doth, it is for himſeclfe and not 
forthe Lord;for if he performe that obedience 


mandement to pleaſe him, what is thereaſon / 
that he gocsnot tothe urmoſt ? why doth hee 
ſetlimits to himſelfe, for God requires that we 
ſhould dee his will en earth, 48 it is done in Hea- 
ven ? his commandement is,that we ſhould goe 
tothe urmoſt of every command ; now when 
we limit our felves in holineſſe, when we come | 
to ſuch thoughts as theſe; well, I will have as ; 


much as will bring me to Heaven, I will labour 
for | 


which he doth for the Lord, and for his Com- | 


| Stmile. 


b 
Reaſ.2 . 
Elſe what a 
man doth, is 
for biwlelte, 
and not tur 
the Lord- 


Reaſe3. ' 
Elle it argues 
a man is nor 


in Chriſt 


| this he is overcome of it, whereas none of thoſe 


FFT, SON mor 
for ſo much exaQneſſe of converſation, as will 
keepe mecin the ſtate of as much as will 
ſerve me from hell ; I fay,the ground of all | 
ach converſation is nothing out ef a mans | 
| ſelfc, iris but regard to himſclfe, he doth bur | 
onely lookear his owne (alvationand ne more, 
which is a thing, Iconfeſle, that may be looked. 
at, but tolooke at nothing elſe, is ſelfe-loye; 
when aman lookesat nothing but his owne 1al. 
vation, and how he mayeſcape hell, that man 
cannot be right; now whena man ſets himſelfe 
limits, and circumſcribes himſelfe, and faith 
with himſelfe, I will goc thus farreand no fur- 
ther, when he doth not endeyour to come ro 
theutmoſt, tothehigheſt peg, it isa figne his 
heartisnot upright,therefore there isa neceſſity 
laid upon every man, that he walke exad#!y with 
Godinall things. 

Thirdly, take any particularina mans con- 
verſ{ation wherein he favoureth himſclfe, if hee 
be overcome of that, he is not in Chriſt ; who- 
ſocver is in Chriſt overcommeth the world and 
thefleſh, ſaith the Apoſtle, Gal. 5. Wheſcever is 
| in Chriſt crucifieth the fleſh and the affections; and 
| overcomes the Devill, as wee know the ftron. 

ger mancaſts out the ſtrong man ; now when 
any one particular of theſe luſts of the fleſ]:, or 
the remptations of the world, or the devill,| 
ſhall come and ſetupon a man, if he yeeld to 


that are in Chriſt are overcome of the world, 


Or | 
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Exal Walking, IIs 

orot theficſh, or of the devill ; thar is,if there | Simile, 
be any particularfinne (for they are but ſoul. 
diers that fight under thoſe Generals and Cap- 
raines) ifa man once yeeld ro it, if aman give 
overſtriving againſt ir, a maa isfaid properly 
to-bee overcome ; whereas it 2 man continue 
| warring with ſinne,itis another caſe; bur when 
he g;vesover reliſting, as the Apoſtle ſaith, ## 
ſervants you are, whom you obey - if a man come to 
obcy any ſinne, whatloever he is 1n the whole 
courſe of his converſation, it interrupts this 
exaQneſle ; when he yeelds, heis overcome: 
As, we ſay, waterand fire, as long as they con. | Simile, 
tend one with another, neither is overcome ; 
bur when they yeeld oneto another, when the 
fire is turned all ro be water, then it is over- 
come ; {o in this caſe, when there is a conte(ta- 
tion betweene usand finne, if wee yeeld to it, 
then finne- overcomes us, and hee that is over- 
come of finne cannot be in Chriſt. 

Fourthly, if there be any particular finne in| Ref. 4, 
a mans converſation wherein hee doth allow | File nomeans 
himſclfe, it hindersthe uſe of all meanes and | tabie, ff | 
the profit of them, that neither a manisableto 
pray, orableto heare, or abletodoe any duty 
as he ought : So that as a medicine isapplyed | Simzile. 
inyaine ſo long as the Arrow head isin the 
weund,that muſtbe removed firſt before it can 
worke any cure; ſo letthere beb':t one fſinne, 
one failing in this exa@neſle of converſation, | 


and all the meanes of gracearein vaine : _ | 
Ire 


To be ovyer- 
come, whats 


* 
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To labour for 
this cxactnes. 


| Inkeeping 
the Satbaib, 


In Prayer. 


'n cur partiz 
cular Cling 


n Recress 


tLONns 


| yourprayers by weight, and nor 
| therefore looke you doe it exactly ; 10. inre. 
la receiving | CCiving the Sacrament, andall duties, I leave 


the >dacramer. | 
| 


forthe duties of your Calling, to be diligent in 


| 
ſports and recreations, to be exact inthem,and 


/ notto uſe thoſe rhat bee unlawfull, and thoſe 
| that be Iawfull, not touſe them exceſſively ; 


fore thereis a neceffiry lyes upen evefy man, if 
| he will be a Chriſtian, if hee will wh 2) xg 


[cle of che tuber of thoſe that are the chil- 
ſtand co preſſe this further,to make ſome briefe 


Not as fooles,but as wiſe, | 
The Ulſe weare to make of this, is to ſet our 
ſelves about the worke, to doe the thing, te la- 
bour to walke exadHly, and here it is good to 
bring ourſelves to particulars. Come to the 
keeping of the Sabbath, -1 would but aske this 
queſtion, Whether rhe day benort holy *£ whe- 
ther it differ not from other dayes thar are 
common dayes ? and if it be not holy, why doe 
you doe any thingatall? and if it bee holy,is 
nota holy day to be kept holy « why docyou 
not keepc it exactly to God £ And for Prayer, 
when you come tocall upon theName of God, 
it 15 notthe Night performance of the duty that 
God lookes for, it is another VINE, hee takes 
y number ; 


| 


drenoflighe, that he walke exa/#ty. Bur not to) 


uſc of it, for I delire to come ro the other part, 


if to your ſelves to conſider particulars: and fo 


them, to ſerve God and men in them with the 
farncſſe and ſweerneſle of them : and fo for 
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eo aim wich limitations, and to put 
right ends upenthem ; | and ſo in all bufineſſe 
andconverſing with men, in all the turnings 
and paſſages ofa mans life, looke that you wa{ke 
exactly, that your obedience be generall, other- 
wiſe that isa figne the heart is not changed ; a 
[man is not right bornetill he come to walkeex- 
a#ly with God, till he be willing to performe 
every duty, and willing to ſhunne every finnc 
tharhee knowes, every thing that hath a tin- 
ure of ſinne,if the heart be right there will be 
anantipathy betweene us and whatſoever is 
called ſinnez otherwiſewharisthe power of 
Religion, if weonely doe duties thatare facile 
and caſte, towhich we have no contrary diſpo- 
ſition, it were ancaſte thing then to be religt- 
ous; bur herein js the power of Religion, to | _, 
ſubdue every affeQion; to ſubjeR ir, where | ,e;,t.u,ubar 
there is a ſtrong ſtreame of a contrary diſpott- 
tion to turne the courſe of nature, to obey God 
when a manfindes the greateſt difficulties, in 
the time of temptation and triall to doe it, 
this is that which is neceſſary for us, otherwiſe 
the truth is, wee ſerue the fleth and not God, | 
ſaith James, Iam. 2. The ſame God that ſaid thou 
ſhalt not murder, ſaid alſo thou ſhalt 1.01 commit 4- 
adultery ; ſo I ſayto every man tha: fails in any 
particular, andallowes himfelfe ro lyc in any | 
particular finne that he will have his 1.berty in, | 
I ſay, hath not God ſaid, thou ſhalt not doe | 
this as well aschat, and if thou doeſt one duty 

Fe) | 
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Simile., 


Inſtances of 
ex.Q walking 


| |drownea Shipas well wind. one 
Cas 


| 


to God autof loveand: reſpe-2o hem, or if 
thou didſt abſtainc from any finne becaulc hee 
forbids thee, doth not hee forbid thee thar as 
jruwp this, and he hath commanded thee this 
dyty as well as the other, why doeſt thou nor 
| performeall then ? A little leake will finke and 


diſcaſe will take away thelife as well as many , 
ſo one ſinne, onefailing in this exactnefſe 0! 
converſation isenough ro deſtroy us, it 15 c- 
h to put us out of a right condition in 
Gods fight, therefore learne ro walkeexatty, 
beware of by-wayes, which h it may be 
hiddenfrom the cyes of men, yet God knowes 
it that ſces in ſecret; for that is a common 
coule : Mendocas wandring ſtars which arc 
carried abont with the reſt of the Heavens, and 
yet they creepebackeby a contrary way,which 
is theirowne proper motion ; ſo it isthecu- 
ſtomeof menrodoeas others doe for the vur- 
fide,to come toChurch,toabſtaine from-grofle 
{ianes, tolivecivilly, ro deale juſtly with men 
1n their commoncourſc, but they have a pro- 
per courſe of th-ejrowne., Labourto be exaR, 
rake heed, know that God obſerves you, and 
know this, that that hath beene the praQiice 
of thc Sainrs, . it is nota thing impoſſible to be 
done, wee muſt not ſetupon it as upon athing 
thatnone can reachro : leoke on Afoſes, ſee his 
manner of walking, when God commanded 
him togoe withall that hee had out of Zeypr, 


hee 


[ked with God, but becauſe hee did not wolke 
\exe&ly, becauſe bc offercd ſacnfice before hee 


(rang jultified : on Samuel 
and his walking, he calls the people to him,and 
ſaith to them, whar have | done amiſſe ? whom - 
rp. + Whoſe 0 xe wbeſe Aſſe have 
[taken 

ac, ſce thoſcthar faile in this, and wee 
ſhall-ſcerharir is nora flight matter ; Sexl wal- 


ſhould, you would thiake ita ſmall matrer, bur 
becauſc heedid not deſtroy, bur ſparcd Agee, | 
God rejected him. So Ngdeband 4bihu,when 
they offered ſacrifice, you wouldthinke icto be | 


no greatmatrer, acircumſtance, and will not 


commoa fire ſerve the turne ? but they were 
conſumed for not walking exadth : looke upon 
the Prophet that did not him clole to 
the word of Gad, as he returned backe hee was 
ſlaine of a Lion; looke upon Bolaam,he walked 


exact, (for God ſaw the falſeneſle of his heart) 
God lawthe ſecretby-ends that hee had in ir, | 
and for this cauſe Gad rejected him, therefore | 
take heed that you walke exeZ7ly. 
| Ngt as fovles, but as wiſe. 
It is our wiſdome to doc {o, (to ſpeake a 


with a faircour-fide, yer becauſe hee was not ; 


wardortiwo of that) to doe that which Gad 
"_ 
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hath appointed a man to doe;to doe that which 
chezule of wiſdome hath appointed, 'that mutt 
needs be the witeſt way : now iris the rule of 
| wiſdomethat commands us to walke exad?ty ; 
and as hee is the beft writer that comes neare(} 
his Copy, and he the beſt Carpenter thascomes 
{neareſt his rule appointed him ; ſohe is the wi. 
ſeſt manthat comes neareſt the rule of wiſdome 
which is the booke of God, which exhorts us 
to walke exadly. 

-”* Againe, to bee guided by God, who isthe 
wiſeſt, is it hotthe wiſeſt way ? ir is Gods ap- 
pointment that wee ſhould walke exad#y ; exa- 
mine the properties of wiſdome, and we ſhall 
{ce what cauſethere is to reckon ifro bee wiſ- 
dome to walke exattly. | 

Firſt, the maine pro of wiſedome is, 
when a man logkes-ro the generall univerſal! 
end of his life, and frames [I hings according 
to that, for therein properly wiſdome or pru- 
dence conſiſts ; when a man lookes arighr ro 
theurmoſtand generall end-of his life, for a 
| maneitherto looketo' no end, or tobe as thoſe 
that roule upand downe at randome, men that 
haveno particular ſcope to which they dire 


| 


| allrhcir ations, this isgrofle folly. 


| 'Butbeſiges this, if a manhaveno end, .ori 

it be buta particularend, hee isnot ſaid to be a 
wiſeman ; he may be ſaid robe a wile Pilor, or 
4 wile States-man, or a wife Merchant, or a 
wiſe Warriour thar ſets ſuch particular cnds ; 


and! 


PE a” ad. - 


. |aymeof ourlife, and therefore wee walke un- 
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rr 
and ſowee may gocthozow all, but hee.canne- | 
ver be ſaidrobea wiſe man, : except hee looke 
—_— gcnerall ſcope, and the generall 
of his life, now heetharwalkes with God 
perfeRly, hee onelyis a wiſeman, becauſe hee 
onely lookes at the- generall frame and courſe 
of: his life aright. The cauſe of all our crrours 
(as one {aith)- is becauſe we laoke onely upon 
artof our life, we looke not tothe whole, we 
ve notourcye upon the generall ſcop2 and 


prudently, hee onely is a wiſe man (Ifay)that 
{rames the whole courſe of his life aright; and 
therefore wiſdome hath that excellency above 
all other things, becauſc it lookes to theend , 
as the endis beſt, ſoany error abeut the endis 
worlt (faitha Divine) as theend is beſt, ſo fol- 
ly, and imprudence, and error concerning the 
end is thegreateſt error : therefore the Scrip- 
ture calls this wiſdome -godlinefle, and this 
tolly wickedneſſc, the beſt and worſt names 


thar can be ; therefore if this bee wiſdome for a | 
manto framethe whole courſe of his life a- 
right, ro looke to thegenerall cad, to be ſure | 
that his ſcope bee good, then hee is the wilſeſt 
man that welkes exacHy. with: God, whatſocver 
hee be in other things, this makes him awilc | 


man. 
Secondly, thisisa property of wiſdomefor ' 
a man not oncely te knew, butto put in executi- 
on, that is the difference berweene PR | 
I 2 


—_ 


| Note. 


The cauſe cf 


errors, 


Toputa man 
upon praft:ce 
Difference 

be tweene 
prudeace ard 
ocher arts. 
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jndockerans '5 | oterars heerhar knowes 
prudence knowes to doc, and pra- 
pankunreks is of all ocher the; molt fool, 
_ { andtherefore ation is a chiefe property of wiſ- 
dome; there is this requifire to prudence to in- 
vent che worke , andro pur it in executi- 
on : therefore he walker exafth, hethat not | 
onely knowes wharto doe, but in good carneſt 
be Nngodccordmgro rhe ——_ not to 
roi hav ro kno EC, Or aC- 
rs, bur accordi - ro the 
ing to their execurion and prattice, 
worry Romiete. God fhall iadge men 
according ts their workes. * 
1 Againe, another of wiſdome is, 
Tolbekers | when a mannor onely lookes: upon one part of 
every part. ®f | hisbuſinefſe, bur hee lookes round 'abour ir, 
'* [he lookes in allche nookes and comers of it ; it | 
. |is the ground of error, whena man lookes up- 
on. one partthat drawes him onto the works, 
but he tookes nor round abour, ro ſce the dif- 
commodities, to looke toall: if this bee wiſe- 
dome, thenco walke with God perfealy isthe 
iſdome ; take any man that 
irnor, thar ſteps afide out of the waycs of 
God, tharwalker not exe#y with him, that goes | 
out and ſeekes ſome profit for himſelfe,or ſome 
credit, our for ſome finfull luſt, co 
[arisfic ſome pleaſure which he thinkes will bee 


Wy to have this which 0- 
thers | 


em. 


Salt / Putlkhmso. 


thers wart, what is the reaſon of this > becaule | 
her isnot wiſc, hee lookes.bur:upon one pat 


antecedent andthe conſequent rogether, if hee 
weuld ſumme up all his life regether,he would 
ſcethatthar were not the beſt way, hce would 
ſce that that would bring him much; miſcry, 
and that the abſtaining from that finne would 
bring him much happineſle : thus hee would 
thiakeif..all were put 'togerher, bur when hee 
loakes onone part, and not on-all, hence it is 
that men walkenot exadth. cd 26 
Againe, it isanother property of wiſdome, 
for a man notto_.looke onthe outſide, . but to 
looke onthe inſide of things z- fooles looke on 
the outſide, but wiſe 'men ſcerhe'inlide, they 
ſee the ſapinthe tree : when amanlooks anely 
onthe oucfide, hce is ſubjeR ro bee taken with 
the ſnare, when he ſces the Carne ſpread, and 
ſces not the net ; butawiſemman {ces the hooke 
inthe bait: the moſt precious things in the 
| world, thcir carriage is. baſe, their outfide is 
baſe, the worſt thingsare gilded, and men for 
the moſt part, for wanr of wilſdome, take the 
things that aregawdy on the outfide, and leave 
the other, Asthe Apaltl:faith,YFe are as menef 
ſorrow,though indeed wertience:as men having no- 
thing, thaweh we poſſeſſe all thicgs . his meaning 
is, the outſide is meane, the outſide is baſe ; is 
i -q9t. prudence through the gold to ſee the 


| ifhedid looke roundabout;-if bee did pur: the | 


Tolsoke on 
the inlide cf 
things. 
Simile, 


Similes 


c mertals,to ſee therhingthar is badindeed, || 


I 3 to | 


es 
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ray dll; and dey of 
Gog hath forbidus'to 


5 fe 
ccherkde, to lee the Ro of ſ{pirituall | 
ings *:They that wa/teexad#y,they {cethe in. 
rm, en aroſe had cewo.things preſented to him,to 
ſaffer aſficttions with thepeoplc of God, the outſide 
was bad caough, or ts eviey chepleaſures of ſinne, 
the treaſuresof «eye that he might have had 
in PharabsCourt ; herethe authide was good, |' 
this was his wiſdome toſce tharow bork theſe: 
he that Ts Ws. 04" with God, he ſces the 


infideof things, heſces thatGodnegleds things 
|chat have an outward glofle, a and ciraves 36 
 inenikerchongh cheombil be baſe, yet 


inthemſelves they are excellenr and 
Pn ſheuld have come to 
ſome exhorcation,but the 
 -ameispaſt., 


So much ſhall ſerve for this time. 


Comes «Suy ppore 
And turnt ye mt aſide, for then ſhouls ye oor! 


Pot 


F Serrowtul OY 


SA Me 13489; 84,20 31H 2 
nd Sartiiel (ard mnr0 the prople; Fears 
wot; (3e have doue all this wickedneſſe,ytt 
ture not aſide from folowing the Larg, 
|. but jerve the Lord weth all your beard; = 


after vaine things, which cannot 2rof 

| "BO# Eanares Hants 4 

For the Lord will wat forſake bispeople, for ha 
great Naines jak; bteauſo it barb 0% 

' theLard ECRIEND > al 220 | 


| = = King, = 
! ind «Kio; and he rels 
2s ing _ 
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| 'confermes his _ _ by theſe a 


fr i which” ſo 


bathe 
amazed the pe 


ps it is ſaid, Thy 


; DIMSATt Mark hee 


m; 10s now in theſe words ye 


hog DEAEE 


Ld 


| ave pair agg his ſcope therein is 


to _ @ feare; for the 
thought t EF ite FAIT rot bee fo 
givcacafily, nor they ſoeafily received tomer- 


cy againe; heetherefore labours to take away 
the diſcow wndrcls thens thar if they 


we cotnc4n, foers »e; for God will-receive 


wo Wee ha - 
UI aive or 
vs Crteb ns Full whe greaboie to 


| br pourcontors, ug Spares know this 


ntinue the 

ak kak CCR fon care _ 
andehar NEAR HE 

| 6h Mdanaoaly this feare' hath, tr wal 

viboiraJegare from the Lord: ſathatnow 


fe one og Bog their feare by two 


-ment;-the cauſe of their heave”! ſecondly, by 
the badefleR ir will bring forth, 


rb clue! chem: £0 deperr. from the Lore, the 
comrary crowhich 


Firſt, 


— 
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away their Wcbnes 
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Firſt, Gaith he, 7 »rne not aſede [rom fallowing the 
Lard in which there isa xeaſon couched, as if 
he ſhould have ſaid, now you have committed 
one ertor, will you commit aſecond ? when a 
man.isoutet his way, will he goe_on ? no, but 
will returne rather, and will you turne aſide 
from following the Lord too ? ſecondly, whi- 
theriſhallic bechat you would goe ? ra thecrea- 
tures, they candoc you no good. Here arerwo 
things that you all defire ; firſt, deliverance 
from cyill whenyou are in a ſtate of miſery; 
ſecondly, ſuch things as may advance you in a 
goodeſtare. Now the creatures can doe nei- 
ther for, you, forthey arc vaine ; it is vanity, an 
empty thing, and w.,ll you leave the Lord who 
hath power to doe all this for you, and what 
elſc youcan deſire ? 


c Barahey might ſay, but we have diſpleaſed 


the Lord 
was wot. 

_ Heanſwerethandtelsthemthat God is the 
ſame, bewillnoreaſily forſake his people, for 
which he givestworeaſonrs ; firlt, becauſehee 
had choſen them to be his people,hee had free- 
ly made them his people at the firſt, and hee is 
alwayesthe ſame, and there/ore hee will conti- 
| nye to keepe you. 

Butthey might ſay,we have made our ſelves 
unworthy of being his people, wep deſerve to 
have abill ofdivorcemear given us. 

But yer ſecondly, becauſe they were his 


7 people, | 


othar he will not looke on us as hee 


— 


ET BEG ne 


1; 
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Name {ake bee wouldnor caft them away, it 

would bee againſt his henour and glory; fo 

theſe are the ſumme of the words. | 

| Bu words fear: an1,theDoRtrine is, 
at, 


| 

| Our watures are apt to bet inordinate in our af- 
fedtions ; in our ſeares, as they here, ſo invur 
loves and griefes. 


Now thatit was ſ@ with them,jt appeares by 
Samuel his ſpcech, yu may know the dif- 
per boner renner 
and diſadvan excecdingly, and well.-nig} 
rene apan", 5 and therefore hee 4 
horrs them that they ſhould »or feere ; this 
ty hd regares Labecerng thaw ee 
they had nodoubr 
had cldcheng ef cies ors all the time they 
were about it, andthen they.feared not ; -but 
|fiowr the thunder came, they beganne ro feare 
extremely, ſo that Sava! hadmuehadoc to 
compoſe them againe. Now our affcQions arc 
ſaid ro be inordinare, either when wee doe not 
| love, or feare, orgrieve for that we ſhould (for 
therein our inordinacy conſiſts in the'defect;) 
orſecondly, whenas theyare ſer roo much up- 
onaaything, thatis, when we ovcr-loye or 0- 
ver-grieve, whichis either by 'pirching them 


| ( 
| people, called by his Name, therefore for his | 
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upon wrong objeRs, orcxceeding inthe mea- 
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lure, an@thercin lycsall the error that js in our 

afſeQions z now lerus ſce our ownediſpolicion 
by the diſpofirian of this people: when weare 
| wellandinhealth, we fearenorany finne, but 
asthe Prophets phraſe is, Rwſh into ſiane, es the 
hor (e raſheth into the battelt. a horle is not able 
codiſcerne tharthey are enemies, and ſo ruſhes 
onto his owne deftruction ; ſo Salomon ſiih, 
A fools goes on and is puniſhed , and, a foole rageth 
and is careleſſe : that 1s, hee is violent 1n his af- 
fections to (inne, and yerfeareleſſe withall:aud 
| this m_ may ſce alſo inthe people of Zyftra,at 
che firſt they chought Pauland Barnabas to bee 
gods, and knew not how to doe too much for 
chem, - but anon they would have killed them ; 
and ſowe ſee by experience, that theſe whom 
menhad magnifted and eſteemed moſt, rhey 
have at laſt moſt deſpighred and contemned ; 
| andſobefore fickneſſe wEcanmot humble men, 
infickneſſe we cannot comfort them, all which 
provesthe DoQrine. 

Now for the reaſons of it firſt,the generall 
cauſeisthefall, which hath putall our of or: | 
der, ſ@ tharthe ſoule is like an Inftrument quite 
out of tune, every ftrokethat is ſtrucke is a- 
mifſe, there is no harmony at all in ir ; ſecond- 
ly, the more immediate cauſes are,” firſt, inju- 

icioulnefle, men are notable to judge aright, 

and then they are bold when they d bee 

fearcfull, andfearefull when they ſhould bee | 

\bold, as one thar wanreth Skill and judgement | 
is 
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is fearcfull inthac buſinciſe, which a Wiſe man 
that knowes it will not fearez ſecondly, affe-| 
ions want the bridle of grace, which thould 
keepethem in, and moderate them, they are of | 
themſclves unruly. herſes that draw the ſoule 
out of the way, unleſſe there be an Awrige, an 
hand kept upon them by grace, and this being 
wanting, it becomes further inordinate, be- 
cauſe Saran joynes with thine affections very 
often, for that is his advantage, tq adde wind 
tothe tide ; and hence ariſcth his temprations, 
when as he ſees anaffeQion ſtirring, hee takes 
the advantage, intends ir, and makes them 
mare violent, 
The Uſeis, totake notice of this inordinacy 
of our affections that wee are ſubjeRunto, wee 
have an inmate within us that will have an hand 
in every buſineſſe, and wharitdeth, it ſtill doch 
amiſſe; wharſocver therefore youarc adoing, 
ſtill ſearch what affeRions you have, and you 
ſhall finde that all rhat comes from your fleſ]: 
| is amiſſe, and bce jealous over linnes, and this 
ye ſhould rather doe becauſe they blinde che 
judgement ; when aftcRions are ſtrong, then 
take heed of them, | 
But you willaske me,how ſhall I know miac 
affections areinordinate? _ 1; | 
I anſwer, then when they are hinderances ; 


| for you ſhall know this, that all afieRions-arc 


planted by God for ſpecial end,; pie, and 
profitto mari, and _not'to-bee hinderances in 
chem- | 
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did, and as they here would: have done, o 
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themſelves, ſo as weeould want none of them, 
we ebuld not want griefe Tor things paſt; nor 
could we be freed feareof evils tocome, 
for otherwiſe opdaarr ni take heed hor 1u- 
bour to prevent them when they are commi 
uport us, we could andy hey tor ahger, tor 
it ſtirres upto remove impedimentsthar fye in 
our way. Now you know the inofdinacy of an 
affeQion, as you may know a diſeaſe in Phy. 
ficke ; thegenerall rule of Phyſicians is, when 
there is a&Fio laſe, a5 when you view all the fun- 
Rions of nature, and you ſcenaturall impedi- 
ment in ſome narurall funRion, - why then wee 
judgethere is diſcafe; ſo itisrrue-in the ſoule, 
wh:n your gricfeisſtch-as intetripry prayer, 
and hearing, hinders you in your duty to God 
and man, then it is inordinate ; and it was- the 
caſe '6f rhe Tſraclires inordinacy, 'who could 
hothearken to c3toſes for the gricfe of their 
hearts - fo for angcr, if it bee ſuch as cauſetch 
you to remove fuch impediments as lycinthe 
way of defires, then it is good ; bur when 
it cauſerh} ſach adiſtemper, 'that yon are ready 
to fiye inthe faces of your brethren, and fo as 
ou are more unfit for what is good, then. it is 
inordinate: and ſo likewiſe your feare,when it 
your ſoules, foas they arcinade 
unable ro prevent the evils chat you feare, and 


ſo dif , thar you —_— God , 
ſoas to hide your ſelves from him as Adam 


— 
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ſoif yourdelightsand mirths make Jau more 
|indifpoled and unbir ro prayer, or for good 

,Xc. ſo ircomes in as a dampe ro 
your mirth, |and when as thac which ſhould 
oylerche wheeles, and make  Youchegrefull in 
8o0g Gtich,CIOggeF. yOu, ten they are inor- 


UT EETUETIPAY 
2. But you will ke me,how.we ſhall reſiſt 
the inordinacy of chem * FR | 

A, Two wayes: firlt, if chy inordinacy be in 
the: defect, , in. riot fearing when . wee ſhould 
feare, or not loving when we ſhould love; wee 
mult be carcfull then forto ſtirre it up, for wee 
may finne inthe wanr of afletion, as much; as 
inthe miſplacing of them, asrhis people herc 
ſinned as much innot fearing before, as in fea- 
ring now-; and intheir feare now they feared 
the judgementand notthe finne - for had thejr 
fearc beene pitched upon 'thar,. SFamar/ . would 
nothave laboured to have taken them off, Se. 
candly, they fearcd that God would nor be re- 
_ to them any. more, ſo that their ſeare 
was miſplaced, and therein they finned,where- 
as Chriſt faith, Revel. 2.10: Feare net the things 
ye feel fo ex ; but the finnes which brings 
tholecr 


. 2. But you will lay, when asour feares and 
aftetions are thus miſplaced, when our hearts 
are poſſcfied of them, how ſhall wee then reſiſt 
and empty our hearrs of them 2. . | 

A. Firſt, have your judgements {ct right, 
r 
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Ono 
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the judgemeng, asthoſethings wee appretiend 
to be evil them we Cech wack: Lp there- 
foreAbourts have ircnlightned. | 
+2. If you askeme, how we ſhill doethat ? 

"A." Bring itto the Word, and'ſee what that 
fayes, forthe Word is as a glaſſe which repre- 
ſents' things as they are : I cannotſtanl to give 


feareſt ſo-much, the Word makes ir nothing, 
Rev.2. 9. 1 know thy poverty, but thow art rich;2s 
if he had ſaid, itisa marter of nothing : Solike- 
wile for yourfeare of inen, Feare not him that can 
kill the body, but feare him that cancaſt both body 
and ſoule into hell T +. firſt, the Scrip:ures make 
nothing-fearcfull bur Gods wrath and finne, 
and therfore now fticke tothe Word;and what- 
ſaever thy phantaſie is, yet ſay, ſure Iamthus; 
God laid, and therefore Iam ſure it is ſo, and 
this will reRific the judgement ; ſay it is bur 


forche obliquiry in the affeQion comes from | 


inſtances out of the Word howtodiredt every |. 
affeRion z' as now rake Poverty, which tho | 


ſer, yer thething isthe ſame as the Word ſaid 
it: As the ſh1dow may begreater or leſſer, yer 
the body the ſame; ſo take any thing cle, as 
the loſle of credit, orthe like, wee thinke theſe 
ſomething and feare chem, bur the faul: is in 
our phantaſie; men doe therefore well by fit- 


my fancy, howſoever ir may be greater or lef:) 


ting their hearts ro what the Word ſaith, to 
ſtay themſelves. Secondly, againc if this will | 
| notprevaile, then lerus pray. our ſelves fober ; 


for |. 
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raſte, we ſhouldſuffer our ſelves ro be ruled by 
the j ement and taſte of. others, Fourthly, 


as metvin a feaver whoſe mouthes being our of 


jndgemenr a perienlerhy nderfandngtull 

r,to per t ng fully, 

for thatnone can fully hob he. q 
The {econd Dorine is, That 


The griamnefſe of our (onne is nd impediment to 
forgiveneſſe.Þ x 


It is true, faith Sawwel, yee have done this 
great finne, I will nor goeabour ro diminiſh. ir, 
bur the Lord will ive you nerwithſtan- 
ding. I will deliver ic in theſe rermes,becauſc 
weareapt not to thinke ſo, and when wee_ have 
fined againſt the light of conſcience, relapſed 
often, wee are afraid tocome into-Gods pre- 
ſence, as we lee it by experience z and there- 
forenow if any -mag hath committed any great 
finne, let him apply it rohimſelte.. Tt is true, I 
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bavedene lucha great wickedneſſe, why, o 
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be of go$d 
' | awe ta. follow the Lord, you (hall finde God the 
ſame to.you thar here hec was to.this people. 
Now the reaſon of this is ; 
- Firſt, becauſe the pardon of the Goſpell, 
which wee preach, makes no- exception of any 
fiane; Chriſt came toſave finners, tortake awa 
the ſinacs of the world, this is ſpoken indefs 
nitely. Secondly, not of any perſon, preach 
the Goſpell to every creature, there, is nor any 
exception of any rebell or rebellion. Thirdly, 
bclides the price that was paid anſwers for the 
greateſt ſinnes as well as the leaſt ; he is ready 
to forgive a thouſand pound upon ſatisfaRion, 
jasavell as ten groats ; and therefore ifthou haſt 
Chriſt for thy ranſome, ir is no matter what 
thy ſinnes have beene, great or ſmall, for the 
lame price may as well ſtand for the one as for 
the ether. Againefourthly,the God which we 
| haveto dealewith, is a mighty God, even in 
this, cven in pardoning, Michah 7.18. Who 
aſe wito ur God that 99 iniquity, and 

eth by the tranſereſcion of bu heritage ? he will 
2 er ba wade nd all intorhe depth 
of the Sca; tharis, hereinthe infinitencile of 
God appeares in forgiving tranſgreſſions, hee 
ſheweth his might in ir, and being merciful! 
as God, and not as man, and therefore he u- 
ſeth that metaphor of caſting their finnes into 
the depth of the Sea, that as the Sea drownerh 


comfort, humble your ſelfe, com;- | 


Ref. Is, 


Real. 2. 


Reaf. 3 


Reaf. 4. 


mountaines as well as mole-hils, if they bee 
K caſt 
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caſt into it; fo his Artriburesare infiljee, and 
l;ght to forgive grearfinnes, becauſewe know 


hee forgives moe than a man is able or willing 

to forgive. Bur becauſe cxamples aremore pre. 

valenc in thiscafe, I will give youa few : 44am 
was the cauſe of murthering the whole world, 
hee madeall men not onely guilty of the firit 
death, bur alſoof rhe ſecond;befides other ag- 

gravationsof his ſinne,beleeving the Devill ra- 
therchan God,&c. yet we ſce thar God found 
out aremedy and reccived him into mercy, for 
he himfelfe preached the Goſpell to him, and 
therefore not without profit. So likewiſe Ma- 
naſſes finnes exceeded, ſo as indeed we know 
not how « man ſhould commit more almoſt - 
yet when he humbled himſelfe greatly, (for he 
had greatſinnes) Godreceived him to mercy, 
and reſtored him to his Kingdome ; ſo as when 
weread of bisſinnes, how hee filled Ier#ſalem 
with blood,&c. one of us would have beene 
ready to have ſaid, What, Lord, wilt choufor- 
give this man and ſet himin his Kingdome, as 
if he had done nothing againſt thee * ro name 
no more thaa thatin the r Cor.6.9. thoſe mon- 
ſtrousand hainous ſinnes there mentioned, as 
greater there cannot þee mentioned, yet ſome 
of. them that were guilty of them were recei- 
ved tomercy, ſach were ſome of you, but now arc 
je waſhed and iuſtified, oc. 
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| {vare his mercies: and therefore he takes de. | 
him tobe God and notman thereby, dams 
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[could notbring them ia becauſe of fo great 
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of ferro ful Sinners. 


| Theuſcllbe, that you would take heed | je. 
how you limirthe holy One in regard of his | 
mercy, that hee will goe ſo farre in pardoning | 


and no further ; I dare boldly telt- you, iris as 
greata (inne to limit God in his mercy as- in 
his power as that was the finne of the Iſrac- 
lites, whenas they were to goe taco the land of 
Can1ay, they limited God, and thought hee 


walls and great Gyants,8&c. and ſo take you 
heed teſt you limit his mercy, as that when 
your tianes are ſuch-fianes of ſo hainous a na- | 
cure as that he will not forgive you. How did 
David, when he had committed the great finne 
with Barhſeba.&C. and ſo Peter that ſtood inthe 


ſame termes with Chriſtthat hee did before ; 
and it you cannotbring your hearts to thinke | 
this, then goe beyond your owne judgement 
by faith, forthis is itthat hindreth us from bes- | 
leeving, thatwe draw a ſcantling of the Lord | 
by our owne phantafics, whereas he ſayes,T hat 
hs. thoughts are above our thoughts in pardoning, 
Iſaiah 55. Another point I will dcliver 
from theſe words is this, That 


T be way to havea finne forgiven, is 10 aggravate 
. 1 14, #04 {0 ext enuate its | 


' (Samet here you ſee, when he goes about to 


comfort the people, qa mn the ſinne, 
bar withallaggravates Gods mercics, and ſo 
K 2 com- 


| 
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| comforteth thear;ſo thatthe beſtway to haye 
a ſinne forgiven, is roconfelſe it to the utmoft, 
Firlt, i putsaman iaco ſuch a diſpefition as 
God hath promiſed forgiveneſfe unto,for then 
' wee comets ſee the vilenellſe of our ſelves, that 
we cannot ftand upon: our ewne botrome, but 
arc empty of all, and without God mult periſh, 
and {o are drawne from our ſelves 'and all in us, 
- reſt no more upon our ſelves; but upon God 
alone. | 
Secondly,beſides,the more particularly finne 
isconfeſſed,the moreglory ariſcthro God,and 
_ to ourſelves. © -b { 
nd againe,it ſtrengrheaeth us againſt ſin an- 
orher time ; a full confeſſion of ny, lin.isa great 
preſervarive againſt it, when a man hath looked 
round about any ſianc, and conſidered all -the 
particulars of it, it ſhutsupall wayes to the fin, 
whereas otherwiſe,, when men confeſſe by 


halves;they live in ſome way of ſinning. 


The Ute is,to teach you nor to extenuate your 
fianes,bur ro confeſſe chem ro the utmoſt ; and 
this you hadnecd be exhorred unto, for I doe 


{ not know a duty more. hard than this, though 


you may thinke.itcafie ; menare loth to con- 
feſſe their ſinnes; becauſe men are torh toleave 
theirſinnes ; till they: meaneto leave it, they 
extenuate ir,z if men will keepe any reſervation, 
and are/notwil yteforgosall, they 
willnotconfeſierthemrfally, © 0 
Againe, men want light eo ſee fin fully, for| 
wee 


jc” nn WO _ 


=— Oz 


| Ghoſt ; asche lighris 


|rchartoake his nei 


than wee fromthe holy 

| eur omoruiuy (Pp 

gt moragr to eyrin 5 Glfe loyeln' 

| 52 every 

anc, and theretore while wee looke on finne 25 

our owne, wee are ready ts favourit 3 as Iuds ; 

{ts rn "dat re 
| judgettirworth 

would haye ter burner, bur ate be 


doe wee dilorrne 


Devid would 'have had the man putto death 
ſheepe; bur when it 
came and proved co be his ewne caſe, God was 
fainc totake agreargeale of painesto humble 
hum, andeo wake bim confefieir 4" 
force aggravate your finnes in your 1 
ping, 7 how had theſe and theſe meanes, I 
have inſt che great light againe and 


d 
| againe; and brake the Covenant that 1 have 
| made with Ged, and knowrthatthis way yoil 


cannot excced, | If aur brayts condemnt ns, God is 
greater than our beargs : let us take a manthar ap- 
prchevds kis finne. moſt fully, yet God con- 
ccives morefully of ir;ſo as we in qurrhbughts 
cannor reach rowhat he ſeeth finnero be : and 
hereinyou hadneedtake paines and fearch dj- 
ligently,, for many tinnes char are great finnes, 
will appearc atchofirſt to bebur ſmall ones, as. 


thus fanne of theirs, *they thoughticbur a ſmall 


K 3 matter 


- 2s in his | 


andrhere-| 


his. owne finne, then 'the caſe was altered: ſo 


| 


| 
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- try nap 
mucland the Lord in him. rdly; they had x 
truſdin Kings :;Andſo Duvids.tumb 
pcopleſecmes t be bura ſmall thing, | 


ring 

a thing 
notiq itfelfe unlawfull fora King to-ſee what 
ſtrength: hee hath coencouncer ag: cneeic, but 
Davigheeknew liis owneheare, hee knew his 
o——_—_ then hee cries @ur hee hadidone ex- 

ceding f6oliſbly : know this therefore that 
this ye ought todae, and charthe more-ye ſee 
lingeabound, the more yoe-will ſee grace a- 
bound, and ſoyou will lovethe more,and prize 


Chriſtthe om catdboters humble and con- 
| om Rhiany Gatlin,” noe, ul 


One Gone makes way for anorbev.. 


This fiancof theirs had well-nigh drawne . 


them toa departing from the Lord, now were 
they in the high-way to ſlip from the Lord 
quiteaways; 

«The reafonsare ; firſt, becauſe every a&7 1m- 


tends the bubis of foome 5. 'as whenany thing is| 


acted, it increaſerh the habit with which i oa; 
ated ; axeyeryat of grace ſtrengtheneth the 
habjr ofgrace, ſo . finne makes the fleſhto riſe 


rows. 


l 


\aboyeebe ſpirit, rd gerit under, and fo at laſt 
to girchevichory. 1, 


Becauſe 


onely 
wra- 


which kealth ſhould reſiſt ; and ſo 
jrary wi fr rearrange on n 


the ſtrengeh,takes away thereQirude of judge- 
ment by which weſhould reſiſt ; if it bea great 
| ne. rms _ - I'S 
cheprinci jan re'is ofte 

lirle felr'; a malt Gilne isa {mall wound, which 
we may eafily feele,becaule all elſe ig inhealth; 
but a-great ffinne is as & blow uponthe head 

Againe, committing a greatſinne- diſconra- 
geth us from comming to God. for pardon, and 
makes us bold to goe on, and ceing we are 0- 
ver.ſhooes, we arc willing to goe on and bee 0- 
ver boots too. = 1 

Afercommillion of a great ſinae,God giveth 


Reaf 3. 


Real. 4+ 


Satan leave to take poſſeſsion »f a man,as Satan got 
pollefſion of Saw! bo his envy at Devidz an evill | 
{pirit (as is ſaid) fell upon him, and hee would 
have killed David , and fo Iuda,aftcr his reſo- 
lution to betray his Maſter, the Devill encred 
into him, aad would not ſuffer him ro continue 
there, but to hang himaſclfe; and therefore rake 
heed of falling intofinne, for then yeare #43. 
quam inprecipitio, ſoas you cannor ftay your 
ſelves, asina quick-ſand youſinke deepes and 
deepzr ; and therefore dealewithſinneas you 

K 4 would 


| 5. | 


Dots, 


| pony hy prey ig en - 


| Dimes and yoriuab; fideoars g: eat 


"which aman nan will 


EVO God. 


ing 
wecan docit as well hertatrer, bur the grea- 


teſt hynderanteof all ortier is that which wee 
have aow named : 


Many will.ſa indeed,ts cn- | 
jopahe favens of God Le gombornble thing, 


iven, but I have little h 
ucha nature, and I wy obgr ye en 
ſomuch hardneſſe of heart as God will never 
receive mee, and {o men fit downe diſcoura- 
"_— this muſt nceds binder in many re- 
Firſt, bacauſt it #«kes awey «ll alacrity, for 
whara man hath no hope to bring to paſſe, hee 
will never goeabourit ; fo a icholler,it he hath 
no hope te ger learning, will give over ſtudy. 
ing ; take hope away, and take all cnde- 
vourgnay, take away all deſire, which is more, | 


forwhat is our of a Mans hope a man = 
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aoe;for gbjebts they worke when they lic necre 
the faculey, even'ss fire never worketh till the 
| fyellbe nigh it, and rhe loadſtong till the iron 
be putto it : things thatare afarre off, wee have 
- po 0: - _ Og the cond1- 
tion. ot Kings, thoughir be a thing moſt defire- 
ea fonents Gly dot it becauſc 
itis our of their hopes, and therefore when 
men are-di , as thinking they ſhall 
never have ſuck a luſt mottified, they fir downe 
without all defire or endevour : ſo when 
men lookeonthe Lord as 0n a tri and levere 
ludge,ir cauſeth in them; they will 
rey merregr 5g will be content with 
that liberty whic may enjoy without 
him;as beggers when they ſce they cannot ber- 
ter their condition, 'coment themſelves with 
what they are, and thatliberty which they doe 
enjoy; and ſo men being diſcouraged from 

ing te God, theyrurne and reſt on ſomerhi 

elſe 


the heart will have ſome liberty. 

Againe, when we come tothe Lord, Satan 
hee cafts in all theſe feares, hee muſters up all 
objeRtion, bur the Spirit you ſce ſaith, - Doe ns: 
feare ; now whether will you take part with Sa- 
ran or the Spirit ? If men bee humble; Chriſt 
ſaith likewiſe, Come to me and you ſhall bave eaſe, 
aff ye that are weary and heavy laden ; let them 
not thinke that rheir ſinnes are a burthen that 
will breake their backes, if they come to him ; 
and ſorhe Iaylout, hee trembled and chought 
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him- 
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Ielus, in whom.if hee belceved hee ſhould be 


faved ; it is good tbr usto conſider what Satans 
hardneſſe of our hearr,&c. his end.is to dif. 


Courage You, 

2.* But you will ſay, how ſhall I know when 
ſuch objeRtions are from Satan, they may 2. 
riſe from a right judgement of what mine c- 
ſtate 1s ? ' 

A. Ye hall know itby this, if they put you 
off furcher from the Lord, and make the heart 
lifleſſe to what ir- ſhould apply ir ſelfe to, as 
Prayer, Repentance, then it is from Satan. 

In that when the people had here commit- 
red this great finne, and Sewve/ bids them not 
feare ; they might ESRI Chor would 
you have us doe? then 


_ al your hearts . 1 raiſcthisfixth Dogrine, 
Thar, | 


When a man hath committed any great ſine, it 


is bis duty, his beſt and wiſcſt way to come in 
preſcutly,and to true 10 God. 


The Spirit here by Samac! commandsit, and 
therefore it isthcir dutic, and what hee com- 
mands itis beſt and the wiſeſt courſe to take : 


the xcaſons of ir, are, * 
Pecaule the heart immediately after the ſinne 


commit- 


i 


cnd is,in caltihg in ſuch objeRtions,asabout the 


ce laith, Tar we wot «fide 
| from following the Lord your God, but ſerve him 


| 
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more ſenſible ; and therefore a .wound that is 
taken. preſently is che ſooner healzd, and the 
ſmart will bethe eſſe, ſo it is inſinr®, 

By committing one ſinne we areexpoſcd to greater, 
| for itis liketh wy grinder. the walls, 
which the longer they lye, the breach notmade 
up, the more enemics may come in ; there is 2 

ap made, 'which if ir be m——_—_— will let 
the good carrell out, andthe evil 
this in Devid, it he bad hambled himſelfe and 
renued his repentance, hee had prevented that 
murder, and making Yr:4þ drunke, 8c. bur hee 
let the gap lye open, and ſee what atroope of 
ſinnes came.in -. ſee:thisalſoin Aſa, his making 


on him, at the beginning of the. Chapter ': but 
now if hee had humbledhimſelfe, all thereſt 
that followes had beene prevented; but hee did 
no:ſo, andthen followes purting the Prophets 
in prifon, eppreſling the people , when he was 
ſicke, {ccking to the Pbylicians, for hee grew 


his beginning, though he was a g6od man ; and 
| Peter now on the other ſide, becauſe hee hum- 
bled himſelfe, hee preſently was reccived to 
mercy,and prevented all. 

T be longer ye lye in a ſinnt unrepented.the grentty 
the ſiwpe is, becaule you abuſe Gods patience 


the 


b and the | 
1 ir goes withour-rcturning, the more | - 
hardoeſſe i contraQs,- bur preſently afterit is 


catrelt in ; ſee | 


a Coyenant withtheKing of Aram, and reſted | 
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2 Chroa, 16, 
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worſe and worſe, his end was not anſwerableto | 


| 
| 
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it is notſlackneſſe in him that he forbeares you, 
© | but patience, which you abuſing, adde unto 
his wrath every minute. . 
Reiſs. |) - Theſamedutics lhe upow you that did before, 

- * | which youBughtto performe, and .your {inne 
: Lan_ ivilegefor the omifion of them, and 
t your belt way is to turne, and nor to: 
goe on in your (inne. OL 
Obie. 06. Bur you willſay, Muſt aman come in 
preſently into the preſence of God after hee 
| hath ſogroſly offended him. , 
Anſw. Yc may, and yc ought to doe it, but 


3 Anſw. not- with that diſpoſition _—_ 14 your 
V heart, wherewith you commit the ” bus 

| with an heart humblcd, converted to God, 
{tricken with'the ſenſe of its ſinae, promiſing 
new obedience, and thus to come in preſencly 
1s hoablurditic. If a Rebell, preſcnely afcer his 
rebellion, comes indeed with a ſwordin his 
hand into the preſence of a King, ler him noe 
| looke for pardon - if with meckeneſle, and a 
ropcabout his necke, he may ; yea, 'and Iadde | 
| this, that the hcartis ſooner turned if yau. take 
. \ the advantage of it preſently after the finne is 

| committed. There are two ebjcftions in this 

| cale: 

J gt 0b, Firſt, you will ſay,my heart cannot bee 
ac . | preſcatly humbled enough: to which Tanſwer; 
| Aa/w. ' . That God ſtands not upon the meaſure of i 
| humiliation, ſoas to rejeR thee, but if ir bee in 


ſincerity, 


" — —_ — 


| them new hearts. Wee are all deceived in this, 
| tharwe thinke when as wee rake a purpoſe with 
our ſelves againſt a finnz, thar all-is rnen done, 


| not bee, I purpaſc it ſhall nor, bur he 
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thou kaſt commirred,fo as thouar: vile in thine 
ownecyecs, andart reſolved notto returne to 
icagaine z ifrhis bee in ſincerity, though in ne- 
jo Ich mealure, the Lord accepts thee, 
2inc, SEP 
Secondly.lnow that thou canſt not b* hum- 
bled 25 thou wouldelt ar the firſt, adde there- 
fore to thy hunnliation afterwards'; as David 
when he ſaid, Lord,t heve ſinned; God forgave 
him, thovgh hee was not ſomuch humbled as 
afterward. * | 
04,2. 'Againe you will ſay, it may be my fin 

is not heal 
ever. | 
, Ai. Tanſwerghatmea are firſt to-ſeeke par- 
don, and then Us age 
for this is a ſurerule, tha there is no ſinne hea- 
ted till there is anaſſurance of torgiveneſle. 
The Lord, as he waſheth away the guailr, ſo he 


yer, thenindeed I miy come wirh |. 
| | confidence, and yet my heart may bz as falſeas 


for” healing afterward, | 


healeth the ſtaine, and gives a new Spirit, for 
this ishis Covenant, erem. 31. Exck.36, I will 
forgrve their ſinnes ; and whirthen © and give 


butitis .nocſo 3 as aman that hath a running 
ifſuein hisþody,' it is 'not enough for him ro 


mu uſe 


| 


ſay;;bwillnochave itthus, I defire it ſhould | 


mea!1cs | 
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Anſw, 2, 


Obie. 2, 


e Bog 
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D oftr.7, 
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| e/ here, Continge ye to. ſervethe Lord, doe you 


' | why, the Lord willnor forſake his people, Hee 


is the ſame God {till ; for, 


breakes the Covenant or makes it yoydzthere isno- 
rhingrhar wakes a bill, of divorce, burauurer 


meanesto heale it, To conclude, when any 
havefallen into finne, I fay unto them,as Samu- 


thinke to - mend the matter when you are our 
of the way, by.going on or ſtanding fill, bur 
retwrue rather and ſerve the Lord, for hee is the 
ſame LordRill, and there is the ſame bond 111] 
that binds you to ſerve him. And againe, what 
will you doe, goc ſome whither cl{c, '(:or you 
muſt have a being) will you goe to the crea- 
xures to get reſt from them, they are yaine, they 
willnot profit you, nor deliver you : bat you 
willſay, whither theti wby,ro:the Lord, bur 
what hope isthere that hee ſhould: accept us > 


is ſtill the ſame God, hee will not torſake his 
owne, as-2 father will not-forſake his child ;and 
fccondly,he will got for his Names Jake,” Laſt- 
ly, obſerve hence, That '' ' + | 


The ſinnes which we commit, make no change in 
she Lord, | 


No ſubſtantiall change ; they may make him 
angry-asa father may be with/his:fon, and thar 
ſo. as they may feele the effects of ir, but yerhe 


Firſt, :t is not the flipping into great finnes that 


| turning awayfrom God, | 


_Againe,l 
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© Agdifiefecondly fecondly, Gadis the (anve; and you are 

th | +3 yotrhears we the fewro if the 
ſtebthcof mind, the fame framCFof heart: re 
mainingin youttill, ye are hisfervants ſtill, and 
he is the fame; upon the fame gro:mds that he 
choſe youtirſt, heloves youſtilt, finnes worke 
no fubftantiall alterttion ; hee choſe you freely 
becauſchee would,” arid cherefore as there is a 
traſtent a of (ine paſſed from you, fo a 
cranfieaeat of puniſhment may =_ fromGod; 
for as your hearts arerheſame for ſubſtance to 
him as before, fo is Geds to you. 

Theuſeis, thar you would not thinke when 
you haveſinned, that the Lord will rejet you. 
Our Saviour Chriſt ſhewes the ſame by the 
parable of the Prodigall : they in the houſe 
did not thinke that ſuch a ſonne ſhould have 


glad of him ; by that our Saviour expreſſeth 

how willing Godis toreceive Sinners. David 
hadno ſooner ſaid, 1have ſinned, but God ſaid, | 
1 have pat away thy (inne;; and (0 Peter after his 

deniall, Chriſt looked on him with the ſame 

familiarity as hee did before, y doe not 

thinkethat God will hold the wicked inno- 

cent; if yce have falſc hearts, then ye ſhall not 

be forgiven, 


had fuch entertainment when hce had fpenc {p | 
much, thar his father would have given him || 
ſuchan anſwer, to fall upon his necke, to bee fo | 


Viet- . 


If che Lord be fo ready to receive men after | 
they have off:nded him, conſider how wort!1y 
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